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Rainfall Report* (mls)
2026

Sept 24 
August 34.4 

July 61.4 
June 27.6 
May 164.6 
April 8.6

March 53.2 
Feb 38.4 
Jan 99. 6

2025
Dec 67.6

* Source: BOM, Clarence 
Town Rainfall Station 061010

CLOSING DATE FOR NEWS & ADS IN OUR NEXT ISSUE IS 10TH DECEMBER

That’s A Wrap 
On 2026!
Well, Clarence Town, another year 
has flown by. As we head towards 
Christmas, it’s a chance to take stock 
of the year that was, catch up with 
family and friends, and enjoy a few 
days without watching the clock. 
For those on the land, of course, the livestock 
will have other ideas.

September and October gave us plenty to 
talk about. The Newcastle Knights played 
their hearts out in a nail-biting grand final 
that had us on the edge of our seats. It was 
agonisingly close, but what a fantastic effort. 

Meanwhile, the world continues to feel 
unsettled, with conflict and uncertainty 
making it hard to ignore what’s happening 
beyond our own backyard. It’s a reminder 
to appreciate the people around us and the 
community we’re fortunate to call home.

Historic PO Lights Up  
for the Knights
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Calling All  
Tug O War Teams

COMMUNITY BUILDERS PG 5

SHOW & SHINE  
at Glen Oak Hall
SEE EVENTS PAGE 3

Pig Races Raise  
$16,251 for CTPS!!!!!

PAGE 22

Closer to home, the Clarence Town Public 
School received an incredible $16,251 
donation following the highly successful 
pig races. And Dungog has won the NSW 
Tidy Towns award, earning the honour 
of representing our state at the 2027 
Australian Tidy Towns Awards. Two terrific 
achievements worth celebrating.

As we wrap up 2026, please support our local 
businesses this Christmas wherever you can. 
Buying a gift, enjoying a meal or using a local 
service helps keep our town ticking.

A big thank you to the volunteers, community 
groups, local businesses and everyone who 
has pitched in throughout the year. So much 
of what makes a small town special happens 
because people are willing to give their time 
and get involved.

From all of us at The Sentinel News, we 
wish you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year. 
Look after one another, enjoy the break 
where you can, and we’ll see you in 2027!
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Welcome to the heart of Clarence Town! 
Discover local happenings, events and 
opportunities. To list your local event for 
free, email thesentinel2321@gmail.com

Disclaimer: Articles submitted to this 
newsletter may be edited for clarity, length, 
accuracy, and style at the discretion of the 
editor. While every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, the views and opinions expressed 
in submitted articles are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
newsletter team or affiliated organisations. 
Publication does not imply endorsement. 

THURSDAY
6.30pm: Clarence Town 
Progress Association 
meeting. Clarence Town 
Senior Citizens Centre. 

SUNDAY
2-6pm: Clarence Town 
Community Builders 
FUNDRAISING FUN DAY at 
the Village Green (bottom 
of Gray Street). Enjoy 
live music, a Lions BBQ, 
snow cones, raffles and 
old-fashioned games for 
all ages. Bring a chair or 
picnic rug, water and a hat!

What’s On
05

07

08

SATURDAY
2pm: Clarence Town 
Christmas Carols. Gather 
the family for an afternoon 
of Christmas fun at the 
Erringhi Hotel! Enjoy a 
Lions BBQ, live music, a 
special visit from Santa, 
jumping castle and plenty 
of activities to keep the 
kids entertained. Follow 
on FB: @Erringhi.

WEDNESDAY
11am: Remembrance 
Day Service hosted 
by the Clarence Town 
Anzac Committee. At the 
Cenotaph, Cnr. Gray and 
Queen Sts, Clarence Town. 
LEST WE FORGET. 

11

27

NOVEMBER

19
SATURDAY
8am-12pm: Clarence Town 
Markets, at the Bowling 
Club. Hosted by the Lion’s.

28

FRIDAY
Summer School Holidays 
Start for public schools.

THURSDAY
6.30pm: Clarence Town 
Progress Association 
meeting. Clarence Town 
Senior Citizens Centre. 

18

FRIDAY
CHRISTMAS DAY25
MONDAY
BOXING DAY PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY28

03
DECEMBER

SATURDAY
10am: Join Clarence Town 
Community Builders at 
the Erringhi Hotel to help 
establish a local paddling 
group. Follow @Clarence 
Town Community Builders

FRIDAY
From 4-7pm: Dungog Shire 
Christmas Street Party. 
Dowling Street comes alive 
with music, markets, food 
and Santa for a festive 
Christmas celebration.  
@Dungog District Chamber 
Of Commerce.

SUNDAY
9am-1.30pm: Hunter Valley 
Show & Shine. Calling all 
car enthusiasts! Show 
off your vehicle or admire 
the cars at Glen Oak Hall, 
1998 Clarence Town 
Rd. Facebook: Glen Oak 
Community Noticeboard.

Clarence Town RFS’s annual Christmas 
run with Santa, pictured last year.
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Clarence Town Progress Association

Good Things  
Growing Locally
Presidents report 2025/26.

I would like to thank the members of the executive 
committee whose hard work has achieved a 
productive year for the Association. 

Of particular note our work with Dungog Shire Council in 
relocating the dog leash free area from the Village Green to the 
Wharf Reserve. Progress funded the footpaths and a shelter 
pad committing $35k for this work. The Association installed 
2 Community Notice Boards on the RTC Building which are 
proving popular.

We are proud to have supported the following community 
organisations this year. Clarence Town Scouts, Clarence Town 
Lions Club, Clarence Town Rural Fire Brigade, Dungog Early 
Learning (a 5 year commitment), the Cancer Council and 
the Good Sam AED program. I would like to acknowledge 
the generous donation by Barry Jackson to the AED being 
installed in the IGA. A total of over $10k was distributed to 
these worthy volunteer groups.

A big “Thank you” to Cathy Schneider for her professional 
expertise in producing the Sentinel Newsletter, now 
distributing 1400 copies per issue. The newsletter is an 
important part of our community fabric relying on advertising 
to remain viable. If you have a business to promote please 
consider using the Sentinel. You can contact Cathy at the 
sentinel2321@gmail.com .

Included in our plans for 2026/27 is the provision of a Picnic 
Shelter and furniture at the leash free area on Wharf Reserve 
and the replacement of the bike rack at the IGA. We are 
pursuing a greater on-line presence to provide a portal for 
local community groups and broader information on Clarence 
Town and its environs.

John Moyes, President CTPA
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Advertising includes insertion in  
both the print and online versions  

of The Sentinel, for the 2 month  
duration of the edition. 

Annual Subscription includes Ad typesetting 
(if required). Please supply good quality logo, 
photos and text. Otherwise supply your own 

artwork as a high-res PDF or JPG.

* Pricing is per edition, including gst.

To book please email The Sentinel News team at 
thesentinel2321@gmail.com

10%ANNUAL DISCOUNT

Book for a full year and enjoy a  
10% discount across 6 editions.

Half
Page
$200

180mm w x 
127mm h

Standard
$50

88mm w x 
62mm h

180mm w x 
272mm h 

Full
Page
$400

Quarter
Page
$100

180 w x 62 h
OR 88 w x 128 h

ADVERTISINGTHE

Clarence Town Community Builders

Games, Grub 
and a Great Cause!
Mark your calendar for Saturday 8 November, 
from 2pm to 6pm, when Clarence Town 
Community Builders hosts a fun-filled fundraising 
afternoon at the Village Green, at the bottom of 
Gray Street.
Bring the family and get ready for some friendly competition 
with old-fashioned games for kids and adults. There’ll be a 
Lions BBQ, snow cones, live music and a raffle, making it the 
perfect excuse to get outdoors, catch up with friends and enjoy 
an afternoon together. Whether you’re keen to join in the 
games or simply relax and soak up the atmosphere, there’ll be 
something for everyone to enjoy.

But it’s about more than just a good time. The funds raised will 
help Clarence Town Community Builders get the organisation 
properly established and begin allocating funding to project 
teams working to make Clarence Town an even better place to 
live. Every dollar raised will help turn local ideas into action 
and support projects that benefit our community. It’s also a 
great opportunity to find out more about what the group is 
working towards and how locals can get involved in shaping 
the future of our town.

Games cost just $5 per family, with raffle tickets only $2 each.

Bring a chair or picnic rug, a hat and some water, and come 
ready for a great afternoon of community fun while helping 
build a better future for Clarence Town.

Please note: this is a cash-only event. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

For more information follows us on Facebook @Clarence 
Town Community Builders
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Clarence Town & District Historical Museum Assoc.

Preserving Our Past, 
Sharing Our Stories
“Only recently did Clarence Town CWA join the 
Dungog branch. And they celebrate 100 years in 
2027.” 

Those were the last two sentences of the previous Report and 
it evoked a response from a current member, namely that it’s 
inaccurate. As membership declined in recent years in both 
branches, Clarence Town and Dungog amalgamated. For years 
monthly meeting were held in even months (February, April 
…) in Dungog, and odd months (March, May …) in Clarence 
Town.

The process has begun of returning the cinema equipment to 
its original home in the School of Arts. It would be wonderful 
if anyone has any photos which could be copied, taken when 
the Empire Theatre, as it was known, is showing a movie. The 
Cinema and Theatre Historical Society of Australia states that 
films were shown here from 1915 to 1962.

Dungog Tourism’s proposal to construct podcasts about 
Dungog Shire, to be aired initially on Radio Dungog, has now 
reached fruition. By the time of publication of Sentinel, you 
may have heard one or all! 

The Museum has gladly contributed to this.

Open the last Sat of each month, 10am–2pm or by appt. 
Chris O’Neill, Museum Committee Secretary, On behalf of the 
Museum Committee. CTmuseum@outlook.com 0491 346 491 

Clarence Town Op Shop and Treasure Centre

Summer Bargains  
& Hidden Treasures
I think we are in for a hot Summer. Come in and 
check out our Spring/Summer fashions. Lots of 
bargains to be had. ‘Fill-a-bag’ for $15 is still on.

We have cleaning towels, bags of rag, pet rugs, thongs, shoes, 
hats and lots more. Also Clarence Town school uniforms 
available.

Please continue to save the ring-pulls. We are now supporting 
the Westpac Rescue Helicopter. You can drop them in to the 
Op Shop or leave them on the table at the back of the hall.

We are moving towards totally weather-proofing the Treasure 
Centre which will make it easier for our volunteers, and much 
safer as well. Hopefully we may be able to do this during 
the Christmas break. There are such a lot of treasures in the 
Treasure Centre to see, so do come in and browse.

Our last day this year will be Wednesday 9th December. 
Not sure of the re-opening date in January yet. We will put 
that date in the Jan/Feb 2027 Sentinel, so be sure to look 
there. Thanks to everyone for your support and donations and 
we hope you all have a safe and Holy Christmas with family 
and friends.

Blessings to all Gillian Finch 4994 9168 / 0477 326 142 
St. John’s Anglican Church, Cnr of Grey & Queen Sts
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Here to support you, your family and carers

Living with a life-limiting illness can be challenging. 
Our friendly volunteers are here to offer non-medical 
support and a helping hand.

Our service is FREE to anyone 
living within the Dungog Shire 
with a life-limiting illness.

We can help with:
• Transport
• Equipment
• Linen and laundry

• Respite for carers

Email: admin@dungogcarers.com.au

Call/text: 0457 846 806

A Caring Hand, 
When You Need It

dungogcarers.com.au

Clarence Town Lions Club Report

Community 
Connections
Clarence Town Lions are pleased  
to support community activities bringing locals 
together, including the Biggest Tradie Breakfast 
at Clarence Town Hardware and the Community 
Swim In held on 31st October. Events like these are 
a great way to encourage community connection, 
enjoy time together and celebrate the wonderful 
spirit of Clarence Town.

Lap the Map – Sunday 8 November
We’re excited to be joining Clarence Town Community 
Builders at the Village Green on Sunday 8 November for a fun 
family afternoon celebrating our wonderful community, with 
games, live music and Lap the Map for Lions Assistance Dogs. 

As part of the event, Clarence Town Lions will be hosting 
our Lap the Map fundraiser in support of Lions Assistance 
Dogs. We’re inviting families, children, dogs (on leash and 
under effective control) and community members to come 
along, walk or run a few laps of the Village Green, and make a 
donation to support this fantastic cause.

Lions Assistance Dogs help change lives by providing specially 
trained dogs to assist people living with conditions such as 
diabetes, as well as people who are deaf or hard of hearing and 
those living with PTSD. Every lap and every donation will help 
support this important work. Lions Assistance Dogs are 100% 
funded by Lions Clubs.

By joining forces with Clarence Town Community Builders, 
we’re also celebrating the importance of collaboration and 
working together to create a connected, welcoming and vibrant 
community. So bring the family, enjoy the afternoon and help 
us support a worthwhile cause! 

Snow cones have arrived at the markets!
If you’ve visited the Clarence Town Lions markets recently, 
you may have noticed a new addition to our stalls – snow 
cones! They’re a refreshing treat, especially as the warmer 
weather arrives, and we look forward to serving plenty more 
over the coming months, these snow cones will assist us in 
being able to do more community events and projects. But did 
you know you can hire our snow cone machine, imagine your 
school fete or sporting event and having your very own snow 
cones, send us a message on facebook to find out more. 

Trudy Balstad, Secretary, Clarence Town Lions Club 0409 
645 469. Follow us on Facebook: @Clarence Town Lions Club

Domestic
Services

Your local in-home aged care
provider for over 30 years

Speak with our 
local team today:
neighbourcare.org.au
4992 3348

Nursing & 
Allied Health

Respite for 
Carers

Social Groups Meals on Wheels

Low Cost 
Transport

u
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Shop Local:  
Inspired By Design
Make your Christmas shopping count.
With 30 years of history behind it, Inspired By Design found 
a new home in Dungog in 2020, settling into the charming JA 
Rose Building on Dowling Street.

Step inside and discover a thoughtfully curated collection 
of treasures for the home, personal treats and gifts with a 
difference. Owner Katherine brings a designer’s eye and 
genuine passion for creativity to every product she selects, 
balancing quality, sustainability and affordability.

From Australian-owned and made Ghost and Lola jewellery 
to Mint by Michelle paints and papers, locally made Dungog 
curiosities, Lazybones clothing and homewares, and Miss 
Rose Sister Violet clothing, the store is filled with unique finds 
sourced from the Hunter and beyond. You’ll also discover 
candles, cushions, throws, lighting and plenty more to inspire.

As Christmas approaches, supporting local shops matters 
more than ever. Behind every independent store is someone 
investing their time, passion and livelihood in our community.

Pop into Inspired By Design and discover something special.

Inspired By Design : 146-150 Dowling Street, Dungog 
Open Thurs to Sat 10am-3pm.

Inspired By Design 
A Treasure Trove of - Curios - Fashion 
Homeware -  Gifts - Haberdashery 
Chalk Paint - Pressed Tin Panels
Open Thurs - Sat 10am-3pm 
or by arrangement

 inspiredbydesign.com.au

 inspiredbydesignaustralia
 inspiredbydesign.au

 0429 694 506

 146-150 Dowling Street, Dungog

DRESSMAKER
Specializing in AlterationsSpecializing in Alterations
DEBBIE
0448 999 625
Clarence Town
PROMPT SERVICEPROMPT SERVICE

debbiehammond24@dodo.com
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22 Grey Street, Clarence Town
Ph: 4996 4555

CHRISTTMMAS LIGHTS
PROOMMMMOOTTIIOONN

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
PROMOTION

When you purchase Christmas Lights in
store, place your name & contact number on

the back of the receipt, to go into the draw
ttoo wwiinn tthhaatt ttrraannssaaccttiioonn aammount (LIGHTS
ONLYLYL ) back as a GIIFT CAARD to spend in

sttore!

When you purchase Christmas Lights in
store, place your name & contact number on

the back of the receipt, to go into the draw
to win that transaction amount (LIGHTS
ONLY) back as a GIFT CARD to spend in

store!

NOVEMBER - 244 DECCEMBER 2026th22      NOVEMBER - 24   DECEMBER 2026th222 ndnd

DRAWAWA N - CHRRISTMMAS EVEDRAWN - CHRISTMAS EVE

TeeTeT rms & Connditions applyTerms & Conditions apply

222222 GGGrrreeeyyy SSStttrrreeeeeettt,,, CCClllaaarrreeennnccceee TTTTTTooowwwnnn
PPPhhh::: 444999999666 444555555555
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Begin your journey to a better life! 

Improve your Strength & Flexibility 

Nourish your Body, Mind & Spirit 

Thursdays 5pm in the Anglican Church Hall 

Please call Maggie 0467 325 034 

 
YOGA 

Begin your journey to a better life!

Improve your Strength & Flexibility

Nourish your Body, Mind & Spirit

Thursdays 5pm in the Anglican Church Hall

Pllleleleeleleleleaeaeaeaeeaeaaeaeassasassasassasasse cacacaacacaacac lalalalaalaalallala lllllllllllll Maggagaggagagagagggieieieeieieeiei 0467 325 034

                
YOGA
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 Going  on  Holidays? 
Can’t take your pet with you? 

Pet Accommodation        

Phone Sue on 4996 5528 
Dogs and Cats - $15.00 per day 

Sorry—we are CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY                        
and CHRISTMAS DAY 

      Clarence Town  
Tennis Club 

Our AGM was held in June and the 
same members were returned to the 
committee positions.   

We have not run a night competition through Winter  
however we are preparing for the upcoming warmer 
weather and our Spring night competition.   
 
This will start when school term three commences and I 
am taking names now for anyone keen to have a game..     
 It is a social night competition so no sheep stations.   
 
Our Hot Shots has continued through winter with reduced 
numbers due to other sporting commitments and we look 
forward to seeing our 
young people back with 
us as those sports wind 
up for the year.   

 Clarence Town Public School  
 
SPOTLIGHT ON CLARENCE TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 
Term 3 has been an exciting and amazing space to be in at     
Clarence Town Public School. The opportunities our students 
have had the opportunity to experience and participate in this 
term reflect the development of the whole child from emotional 
and social to academic, sporting, arts, science, robotics,          
environmental education, technology and health and hygiene. 

We had multiple sporting events as the term progressed, starting 
with the Zone Athletics Carnival. We had 32 students represent 
our school at this event. Congratulations to all students for their 
sportsmanship and participation. This is the beginning of the elite 
sport pathway for our students and every one of them is to be 
congratulated for their selection. These sporting opportunities 
continued last week with our boys Softball Team playing in the 
PSSA Competition. This is a new and developing sport for    
Clarence Town Public School and our team did us very proud 
with this great sportsmanship, effort, and positive attitude. Our 
Netball Team participated in a local round robin gala day and 
were undefeated across their draw, once again wonderful    
sportsmanship was on display throughout the day. 

Week 3 saw us start our celebrations of 175 years of Public   
Education in NSW. Education Week is celebrated annually in 
Week 3 of Term 3. The theme will focus on learning from our 
past, celebrating our achievements and embracing the future with 
confidence. Our school Open Day was a great success and    
showcased our partnerships with the P&C as well as our      
classrooms and great teaching and learning opportunities. This 
was followed by our Community of Schools Awards night. This 
was hosted by Dungog High School. Our school Starstruck group 
performed at this event. We continue to be energised by our    
dedicated staff in preparing our young people to be agile thinkers 
and lifelong learners from their early childhood education to  
post-school pathways. 

This week is National Science Week and Mrs Thomas has an 
exciting week of activities planned with explosions and Natural 
Science on display at Lunch and recess on Monday and Tuesday 
its robotics and lava lamps and snow globes! Our environmental 
education continues each week with our garden, worm farm,  
recycling, nutrition, and this week the students are responding to 
a poll to determine their favourite sound. 

After a week of in school public speaking competitions across 
each stage we now have 8 students representing our school at the 
Hunter Schools Public Speaking Competition. In Early Stage 1 
we are represented by Reid and Isla, in Stage 1 by Indie and 
Evie, in Stage 2 by Matilda and Stirling and in Stage 3 by Ella 
and Shae. This is a wonderful experience for our students to 
showcase their talents to a wider audience. As you can see    
amazing things are happening at CTPS for all our students across 
all areas of development and growth. We look forward to the      
continued success and building sustainable programs in the 
weeks and years to come. 

Mr Tom Bannister, who has supported our school and attended 
our annual ANZAC services passed away recently. Mr Bannister 
had been attending our ANZAC Services for 18 years as well as 
coordinating the Dungog RSL Subbranch prize for our annual 
Presentation Day. He was a truly great role model for our       
students and will be sadly missed.  

We send our condolences to his 
family and friends. 

See you on the court. 
Brad (0417 651 577),  

Gai (0419 600 219) 

�annii :effery 0ϰ11 ϰϰϰ ϮϰϮ 

speedycycles.com.au

Enjoy the Ride!

146 Dowling Street, Dungog

Open: Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat 10-4pm

 0408 607 272  speedycyclesdungog
 

Clarence Town Tennis Club

A Winning 
Season! 
It has been a busy time for the Tennis Club, 
with fundraising, social tennis and exciting 
opportunities for our players.
We held another very successful fundraising Trivia Night 
at the Clarence Bowling Sports Recreation Club on 26 
September. Around 60 people attended, enjoying trivia, a 100 
Club, a range of activities and a terrific raffle. I particularly 
want to thank all the local Clarence Town businesses who 
contributed prizes for the raffle. I am always amazed by 
how much the community supports its own, and we are very 
grateful for this generosity.

Our Spring Social Night Competition is currently running, 
with four teams playing. With favourable weather, I hope 
everyone enjoys the tennis and the opportunity to get together 
for some friendly competition.

On Saturday 24 October, Clarence Town Tennis Club held an 
AO 1 Point Slam event. This is the first level of a major event 
that culminates at the Australian Open Tennis in Melbourne 
in January. Players entering the event put themselves in the 
running for a chance to win $1 million, while clubs can win 
up to $50,000. It’s an exciting opportunity to be part of the 
Australian Open experience at a local level.

Our club was also successful in receiving a Facility 
Enhancement Funding grant through Tennis NSW. This 
grant will see the club install a complete solar power system, 
reducing electricity costs while helping lessen our impact on 
the electricity grid and the environment. This is a welcome 
improvement for the club and its future.

Warmer months are with us, so we encourage the community 
to come and enjoy the tennis courts with friends and family. 
Whether you’re a regular player or simply keen for a hit, 
everyone is welcome!

For general court hire please call or text Gai 0419 600 219 or 
Brad 0417 651 577.
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Dungog Councillors Report

Planning Changes  
& Tidy Town  
Triumph
What’s Going On Next Door?

The NSW Government has introduced a state wide 
Community Participation Plan intended to provide 
clearer, more consistent public notification and 
exhibition requirements for planning matters, 
while reducing mandatory exhibition requirements 
for some lower-impact development application 
types.

The intention is to streamline the development 
process but it remains to be seen whether property 
owners will accept not being told about development 
before it happens next door. 

Council’s current notification procedures will be reviewed to 
ensure consistency with these new Government requirements.

Unfortunately, the following types of development 
applications will no longer be advertised or neighbour notified:

Ancillary development to existing residential accommodation 

Clarence Town Bowling, Sport &
Recreation Club 
Ph- (02) 49964222
Email - admin@clarrobowlo.com.au

Socials - FB: Clarence Town Bowling Club
IG- @clarencetownbowlingclub_

OPENING HOURS:
Monday-Sunday - From 11am

MONDAY- Bingo 11:30am start, $12 for 20 games
& 2 jackpot sheets

TUESDAY- Euchre 6:30pm
Bingo! 6:30pm start, $12 for 20 games & 2
jackpot sheets

WEDNESDAY- Happy Hour 4-6pm

THURSDAY- Bingo 11:30am start, $12 for 20
games & 2 jackpot sheets
Happy Hour - 4-6pm

FRIDAY - Meat & Voucher Raffles, Members
Draw & Live Music
(tickets on sale at 6pm and drawn at 7pm)

SATURDAY - Meat Raffles 
(tickets on sale at 2pm & drawn at 4pm)
Happy Hour- 2-4pm

LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH - Meat &
Voucher Raffles + Members Draw 
(tickets on sale at 5pm and drawn at 6pm) 

Maria’s Kitchen Opening Hours: 
Lunch: 12:00-2:00 Wednesday- Sunday

Dinner: 5:30-8:00 Tuesday- Sunday 

COURTESY BUS RUNS EVERY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY FROM 5PM!

DONATIONS APPRECIATED,
CALL THE CLUB AND FOLLOW

THE PROMPTS TO BOOK A RIDE!

OPENING HOURS:&& 22 jjaacckkppoott sshheeeettss

such as pools, sheds, pergolas and carports; bed and breakfast 
accommodation; demolition; dual occupancy (up to two 
storeys); attached dwellings (up to five dwellings); dwelling 
houses (up to two storeys); multi-dwelling housing (up to 
five dwellings); secondary dwellings; farm buildings; home 
businesses, home industries and home occupations; industrial 
retail outlets; internal and external alterations and additions 
to existing residential accommodation resulting in no more 
than two storeys; kiosks; roadside stalls; rural workers’ 
dwellings; subdivision of land resulting in no more than five 
new lots; and tree removal on private land.

Tidy Towns WINNER

Congratulations to Dungog town, winner of 
the 2026 Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Towns 
Sustainability Awards! The town was recognised 
across six categories, following nominations by 
community members.
A special congratulations to Councillor James Campbell, 
who was named the town’s “Young Legend” for his active 
involvement in numerous initiatives supporting Dungog and 
its environment.

Your local B Ward Councillors: 
James Campbell 0484 599 709  
james.campbell@dungog.nsw.gov.au
Steve Low AM 4996 4022 steve.low49@gmail.com
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New South Wales Rural Fire Service

Holiday Fire Safety: 
Be Prepared, Stay Safe 
and Know The Rules
Many of you will be going on Holidays over the 
next few weeks and you need to be prepared to 
keep your family safe.

Caravan and Camping Bush Fire Safety
Before travelling you should check:

	 Fire	Danger	Ratings	and	Bush	Fire	Alerts	at	 
rfs.nsw.gov.au or on the Fires Near Me Smartphone app.

	 Weather	conditions	at	www.bom.gov.au

	 Caravan	has	a	smoke	alarm,	fire	extinguisher	and	fire	
blanket.

	 Electrical	and	gas	equipment	is	secure,	appropriately	
fitted, in good working order, and turned off while 
travelling.

	 How	you	can	call	for	help.

	 Survival	kit	includes	a	working	battery	operated	radio,	
protective clothing, woollen blankets and water.

	 Let	someone	at	home	know	your	plans	and	contact	them	if	
the plan changes so they know where you are.

	 Secure	and	prepare	your	home.	Don’t	put	on	FB	that	you	
are going away but tell your neighbours if you trust them.

	 Don’t	forget	plans	for	your	pets	and	stock.

	 Survival	kit	packed,	including	a	working	battery	operated	
radio, protective clothing, woollen blankets and water.

Don’t travel through remote areas on Total Fire Ban 
days. If the conditions aren’t good, DON’T GO!

Setting up your camp fire or BBQ:
IS IT A TOTAL FIRE BAN DAY?

• Place	fires	and	barbeques	at	least	three	metres	from	
flammable	materials,	on	an	existing	fire	site	or	cleared	
area	where	the	wind	will	blow	flames	away	from	tents.

• Fires should be attended by a responsible adult at all 
times.

• Have	a	water	supply	ready.	Extinguish	fires,	candles	and	
lanterns before bed.

A fire can be terrifying, with strong winds, intense 
heat, flames, and thick smoke. If you’re caught in a 
fire: Call Triple Zero (000).

Park off the road in a clear area away from trees. Face your car 
towards the fire. Turn off the engine and turn on headlights 
and hazard lights. Close windows and air vents. Stay low in the 
car to protect yourself from radiant heat. Cover yourself with 

a woollen blanket. Drink water and cover your mouth with a 
damp cloth. Stay down until the sound of the fire has passed. 
Carefully leave the car (it will be hot) and head for a safe burnt 
area- no trees - and drink water.

FIRE PERMITS – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
With the Bush Fire Danger Period underway, fire permits are 
required for certain types of burning across our area. 

Q. HOW DO I APPLY FOR A FIRE PERMIT?

Fire permits are free and can be arranged through the NSW 
Rural Fire Service. Find out more: nswrfsprod.service-
now.com/guardian_csp

WHAT CAN WE ISSUE A FIRE PERMIT FOR?

During the Bush Fire Danger Period, a fire permit may be 
issued for certain types of burning, including:

• Burning piles of vegetation and garden waste, where 
permitted.

• Burning vegetation associated with land management 
activities, where permitted.

Q. WHAT you CAN’T burn

A. Prohibited waste or materials. This includes, but not 
limited to; Building and demolition waste - Tyres and rubber 
products. - Mattresses and old furniture. - Household rubbish* 
and plastics. - Painted or chemically treated timber.

BEFORE YOU LIGHT A FIRE

Even if you have a fire permit, you must comply with all 
permit conditions and applicable restrictions. A permit does 
not allow you to burn during a Total Fire Ban. You will also 
need to notify your neighbours and the relevant authorities 
before burning. For further information, visit rfs.nsw.gov.au

PERMITS NEEDED NOW! Merry Christmas 
from all at the RFS. Stay safe and be happy.
PREPARE, ACT, SURVIVE. 
Stay safe until next time, Di Bennett OAM 
Lower Hunter Zone Community Engagement Team 
New South Wales Rural Fire Service rfs.nsw.gov.au
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Clarence Town First Responders (CFR)

A Decade of Making  
a Difference
Our Clarence Town RFB Community First 
Responders (CFR) unit has turned 10.
September this year saw the unit click over ten years of 
service. While members have come and gone, six have been 
part of the unit since the beginning. The unit will celebrate 
this great milestone later in October with a formal event, 
with NSW Ambulance and the Rural Fire Service helping to 
commemorate the achievement. The recognition is not just 
for the CFR Unit but for our whole brigade, with all members 
actively supporting the unit in what we do.

Our CFR Unit has been invited to have a promotional display 
at the Clarence Town Community Builders fundraising event 
at the Village Green on Sunday, 8 November. 

We have also been invited by NSW Ambulance to join 
their display at the Emergency Management & Community 
Resilience Expo at Maitland Showground on 14 November. 
This is a great opportunity to showcase our work and promote 
the GoodSAM program. The Expo will bring together 
emergency services representing the Maitland, Dungog and 
Port Stephens council areas. Come along and say hello!

If anyone has an interest in joining our team and helping the 
community, please give me a call, Brad 0417 651 577. 

Open Tuesdays from 9am 
and the last Saturday of 
every month 8am–12pm

PLUS ENJOY MORNING TEA 
& AN AMAZING LUNCH

Please join us to...

MEET NEW PEOPLE

GET CREATIVE WITH 
RELAXED CRAFTING

PLAY CARDS

SORT & SELL 2ND 
HAND CLOTHING

CLARENCE TOWN
SENIOR CITIZENS 

CENTRE

 126 Prince St, Clarence Town
For more details contact:

Owen Giggins 0409 603 995

Open Tuesdays from 9am
and the last Saturday of
every month 8am–12pm

CLARENCE TOWN
SENIOR CITIZENS

MEET NEW PEOPLE PLAY CARDS

GET CREATIVE WITH
RELAXED CRAFTING

SORT & SELL 2ND
HAND CLOTHING

PLUS ENJOY MORNING TEA
& AN AMAZING LUNCH
126 Prince St, Clarence Town

For more details contact:
Owen Giggins 0409 603 995
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The Dungog District Chamber of Commerce

A New Chapter  
for the Chamber
Our Annual General Meeting held on 17 
September, 2026 turned out to be a fairly small 
affair. Unfortunately, only a handful of members 
attended. 

Nonetheless there was some good discussion about the future 
of the Chamber and we managed to elect three members for 
an ongoing Committee (the minimum necessary to retain 
the Chamber’s incorporated association status). With such a 
small Committee we will have to scale back on the Chamber’s 
activities, until we can rebuild a larger Committee with more 
resources. In the meantime we will do what we can with the 
resources and people we have available.

Planning for the 2026 Dowling Street Xmas Party 
(being managed by a separate event specific 
committee of volunteers) is progressing well, 
being held on Friday 27 November 2026. The usual 
festive entertainment, local markets, delicious 
food, children’s activities, and Christmas cheer are 
proposed.

We will be having our next networking and dinner event on 
Thursday 15 October, probably our last one for the year. We 
will start with presentations from the various Community 
Builders committee’s from around the Dungog Shire at 
6:00pm at the Doug Walters Pavilion, Dungog. Afterwards we 
will move up to the Dungog RSL for dinner.

Stay tuned to DDCC’s social media channels for updates on 
these exciting events. Contact secretary@ddcc.org.au or visit 
www.ddcc.org.au 
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SOLICITOR 
W J Enright & Prentice 

Solicitors & Conveyancers 
 

124 Dowling Street, Dungog.  2420 
Phone:  4992 1730 

 

Email:  
mail@felixprentice.com.au 

To get in touch our email is  
CTmuseum@outlook.com ,  

Our phone number is 0491 346 491 ,  
or you can reach us through Facebook. 

Around The District 
 
 

Saturday the 29th of July saw perfect 
weather as the Port Stephen’s Choir  
began the day with their mix of music: the 
Mid- Winter Festival Museum Open Day had begun! 
Next was the fashion parade with four female and one male as models. As 
each model walked the concrete podium, a representative from the  
Australian Museum of Clothing in Maitland described the garments’ history 
as an item of fashion, and the materials used, and the original owners if 
known. While this continued, there was a chance to have valuables  
appraised by an expert. 
 
Once again, Cotton Sax entertained us with his eclectic mix of songs and 
instrumental tracks. The local scouts provided a BBQ and there was coffee 
or fresh ice cream available. Young James provided tours as required and 
young Jack took photos of the event. 
 
Two weeks later, the Museum hosted morning Tea and BBQ lunch for the 
Dungog Rattlin’ Bones and Engine Groans Club AGM and Ordinary  
Meeting. The museum also received a $100 donation from this Club. 
Yours truly wore two suits from the 1970’s and by an interesting  
coincidence, one of our lovely Senior Citizens had known the owners of 
these suits, John Morris OAM, Foundation member of the Maitland  
Repertory Theatre, and Mr N Pyle, from when she was growing up in 
Rutherford!  
 
A gentleman from Queensland sent some information about his German 
descendants who arrived at Clarence Town in 1855. They are the Heinz 
family and the Krohmann family. Their connections here seem tenuous. 
They remained only a short time here, although owning a block of land in 
Marshall Street till 1910,  before finding much success at Hill End in  
goldmining  and very successful at real estate in Woollahra in Sydney.  
       Chris O’Neill  
       (Secretary) 

Council Report   
 
Brig O Johnston Bridge 
 
Thank you to all those who made representations 
to government about the bridge. Under the NSW Heritage Act it 
is to be fully restored and used for traffic in some way. In order 
to avoid a lengthy closure, Transport for NSW has deferred  
restoration until a new bridge can be built. 
In 2021, grant funding for Council to build a replacement bridge 
was approved by the Federal and NSW Governments, and by 
December 2022 the design was finalised and approved by  
Heritage NSW. However, an additional $4.86 million was  
required to construct this design. 
 
While the extra funding was being sought, the Federal  
Government imposed a freeze on all its infrastructure spending 
with every project under review including their commitment of 
$8.8 million. No decision is expected until late September at the 
earliest.  
 
Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and Action Plan 
2023-2043 
 
Council’s Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and  
Action Plan 2023-2043 was placed on public exhibition last 
month and it’s displayed on Council’s website.  
Over the next two decades, Dungog Shire's population, and  
consequently its waste output, is projected to surge by over 
45%. But despite this potential increase, even a continuation of 
the present quantum of waste is a major concern that cannot be 
ignored.  
 
Sadly, local communities are forced to pay for disposing the 
multitude of packaging materials at the wrong end of the waste 
stream instead of placing this burden where the packaging is 
produced in the first place. There are several issues under  
consideration in the Draft Strategy: 
 
Firstly, there is commendable Commonwealth and State  
legislation intended to reduce the amount of waste and the most 
important target is to have a resource recovery rate of 80% by 
2030. There will be mandates for increased use of recycled  
materials in packaging etc. and plastics that cannot be recycled 
are supposed to be banned by 2025. Council is charged $94 for 
every tonne of waste delivered to the landfill and this increases 
with the CPI. 
 
Secondly, extending the expected life of the landfill is a major 
consideration of the Strategy because remediating the site will be 
expensive as will be options for its replacement. The waste  
strategy considers several scenarios predicting the expected life 
of the landfill and in particular options for extending it.  
 
One option under consideration is the introduction of a kerbside 
collection service with a third bin for food and garden waste 
(FOGO). This offers the potential to reduce waste to landfill by 
up to 50% and the material would be converted to compost. A 
FOGO service could be introduced when the current waste  
collection contract is renewed in 2025. 
 
Waste charges are determined on a user pays system aiming to 
be revenue neutral, but Council will also have to begin collecting 
funds in order to close the landfill when it has reached maximum 
capacity limits (at least $10 million). Whatever options are  
selected, our annual waste charges will need to increase. 
 
Your Local B Ward Councilors: 
Jessica Clark: 0421 451 716  
jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au 
Steve low: 02 4996 4022 stevelow49@tpg.com.au  

Sam Benson 
 0467 051 502 

Individual Tax Returns, Small Business 
Accounting & Self-Managed Super Funds

Stuart Flinn - CPA & Tax Agent 0407 956 264 
stuart@flinnaccounting.com.au
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Phillica IT Tips

Digital Security:  
What You Need 
to Know...
More Age Verification

As of 24 September 2026, Discord now requires 
age verification. If using a phone, tablet or 
notebook, the built-in camera can be used for 
facial age estimation. If this option is unavailable 
or insufficient, you may need to provide scans of 
identification documents.

To check your current age group, open Discord and go to 
User Settings > Account Status. If you have not completed 
verification, check the instructions provided in your account.

Windows computers will also require age verification, 
although the start date depends on your location. In the USA, 
some states begin in January 2027, others in January or July 
2028. In Australia, rollout started in August 2026 and will 
take time to reach everyone.

Verification methods may include email, a secure selfie, credit 
card or government-issued ID, such as a driver’s licence or 
passport. These checks are intended to confirm your age and 
may affect what you can view, install or download through 
Google, Apple and Microsoft stores.

Microsoft No Longer Sending Text Messages

Microsoft is moving away from SMS and voice 
authentication because these methods are no 
longer considered secure. It is moving towards 
passkeys to verify your identity when signing in. A 
passkey provides an alternative to entering a code 
sent by text message.

From 1 September 2026, users relying on SMS or voice are 
being prompted to register a passkey when completing multi-
factor authentication (MFA), which adds another layer of 
security to your account.

From 1 February 2027, users whose only MFA method is SMS 
or voice will be blocked from signing in until they register a 
passkey. There is no opt-out from this requirement, which 
applies across all tenants.

Looking for Expert IT Services? Phillica specializes in 
repairs, virus removal, networking, and troubleshooting. 
Visit: 410 Tarean Road, Karuah or call Phill: 4987 0188.

ADVERTISING

*See back page for pricing, sizing and inclusions

10%ANNUAL DISCOUNT
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Phone Bryce 
0407 250 355 

Email: 
t_giuffre@bigpond.com

347 Glen Martin Road, Glen Martin

At Thomsen Automotive, we’re committed to reliable,
personalised vehicle service you can trust.

Book Now

Thomsen Automotive we’re committttt ed to reli

Mechanical Repairs
Log Book Servicing
Rego Inspections
Air-Conditioning
Mechanical Diagnostics

Fully licenced & Insured
MVRL: 61001
AU-64093
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From the  
Parson’s Pen
 A Christmas Story

The stories of the ancestors are very important in under-
standing the context and meaning of Jesus’ birth, these stories 
are recorded in the Old Testament. God’s Christmas gift of 
the holy child is a gift of love. A gift of love for you and me, a 
gift of love for all people in all times and places, and for all of 
creation. Jesus the Christ is above time and above creation, 
but came to be with us, so that we would know we are loved.

The traditions that surround the holy story of the birth of 
Jesus that took place in a far away time and place help us to 
make it ours, and to remember that the story of Jesus is for 
everyone, in every time and place, on every day of the year.

In the Christmas of 1936, a young couple were struggling to 
make Christmas special for their young family. They had found 
a pine branch, cut it and brought it home and decorated it. 
They had a little boy who was three and a half, a little girl who 
had just turned two and another baby girl.

They lived in Cowra towards the end of the Great Depression. 
Many things were scarce then, for them and many others, 
and they could not afford to buy toys for their children that 
Christmas.

But as it turned out, they won a raffle on Christmas Eve, and 
when the little girl woke up on Christmas morning - there was 
a life size Shirley Temple doll under the Christmas tree for 
her, resplendent in a beautiful frilly outfit of the latest fashion, 
with her blond curls gleaming softly in the early morning 
sunshine. She still lives at my Mums house and brings joy and 
a reminder that love was what mattered most that Christmas, 
and every Christmas.

Santa Claus has always put an orange in my Christmas 
stocking and in my children’s Christmas stockings - a family 
tradition which began because oranges were very precious 
during the Great Depression years.

This family tradition, and many others of yours and mine, 
remind us that the greatest gift is love, and that we need to 
remember to value ordinary things we often take for granted.

What are some of your family traditions? How will 
you pass those on, to help you and others embrace 
and be changed by the gifts of God?

The Gospel of the birth of Jesus calls us to re-assess our 
values, and to remind us that the greatest gift is love. May we 
have courage to question the false values which enslave us.

May this Christmas season be filled with love given and 
received unconditionally. Amen.

Reverend Amanda Lea Brockwell

Clarence Town Presbyterian Church
29 Marshall Street, Clarence Town (Opposite the School).
Pastor: Rev Allan D. Welch

Service Times: 10am Gathered Worship every Sunday, 
with live music, prayers, kids talk, sermon and morning 
tea provided. 

Mainly Music (every Wed), SRE (Scripture) at Clarence Town 
Public School (every Wed); Glen William Public School (every 
Thursday); Dungog Public School (every 2nd Wed), Craft 
& Chat (1st Sat of Month 10am-2pm at the Church), ladies 
fellowship group meets each Thursday at various locations.

Growth Groups (Bible study) on Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings 7:00-8:30pm at the church is in recess at the 
moment, returning 21/22 October, where we will be exploring 
the ‘The Five Solas’ of the Reformation.

From the pulpit we are midway through the awesome book 
of Esther, where we are seeing how God fulfils his covenant 
promises through his providence. Christmas Day service will 
be 10am at the church.

“And what does the LORD require of you? To do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” Micah 6:8
In Christ, Rev Allan D. Welch 0402 387 690

Rooobyn Kelllllllllllllllll elelelelelel r
Zeligious Darriage Celebrant
02 4996 4061    0400 033 873  

    robynak@aapt.net.aurobynak@aapt.net.aurobynak@aapt.net.aurobynak@aapt.net.au

It is your weddingIt is your wedding

Reverend Amanda Lea Brockwell
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       Call James: 0402 260 166  
 Email: info@builtwithintegrity.com.au

License No: 304102c 

Services:
Renovations
Bathroom
Kitchen
Laundry

Extensions
New Builds
Outdoor Living
Carpentry

   builtwithintegrity_

Get Spruced
Local painter servicing all Maitland,

Clarence Town and Dungog areas
*  Interior and exterior painting*  Interior and exterior painting
     *  Water pressure cleaning*  Water pressure cleaning

          *  Solar panel cleaning
        

Phone Greg Phone Greg - 0404 682 759
          Web:  www.getspruced.com.au

Sam Benson
0467 051 502
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Christ Church, Dungog
Dowling Street, Dungog

Service Times: Every Friday 10.30am, Sunday 8.30am

Sunday night service: 4th Sunday of every month at 5pm

Christ Church continues to be busy with all we do. 
The Op Shop had a hiccup in the last month when the people 
who used to collect our extra goods told us that they were to 
cease doing it. We were panicked as to what to do with our 
excess goods. After many phone calls and help from another 
source we have now found a new group who will pick up our 
goods. We are so lucky to have lots of donations that we need 
to pass them onto others. 

Our markets for October were a bit quieter but we still had 18 
stalls as well as our BBQ and Op Shop.

We have our Friday morning events with Cuppa ‘n Chat from 
9.30 to 11 am, all welcome. We have our 10.30 am Church 
service and of course the Op Shop is open 8.30 am to 2 pm. 

We had blessing of the Animals on 4th October with 4 dogs, 2 
rats and many photos of animals that do not want to come to 
Church!

We are doing our Mango Fundraiser this year as usual for our 
3 Mission projects and we will be holding a Stall in Dowling 
Street on the 27th November when the Chamber of Commerce 
hold their Street Party where we will sell our usual Christmas 
goods. 

We will be collecting goods for the Mission to Seafarers 
and will get the shoe boxes covered in Christmas paper so 
we can put the goods in them for a ship that will come into 
the Newcastle port over Christmas. The Seafarers love their 
Christmas goods (Beanies, socks, lollies, puzzles, calendar, 
batteries, note pads and pens, toothpaste and toothbrushes 
and the list goes on). 

Our next Markets are on the 7th November and 5th December 
then it will be Christmas!! No markets in January.

Wishing you all the best for a great Christmas and New Year. 

Blessings - Margaret Flannery 

St. John’s Anglican Church
36 Grey St, Clarence Town 
Pastor: Rev Beatrice Pate

Service Times: Every Sunday, Holy Communion at 
10.30am, followed by morning tea.

Where has the year gone?
Thank you to everyone who contributes to the health and 
well-being of St. John’s throughout the year - the cleaning, 
the delicious morning teas, the music, the intercessions, the 
readers, the care of the grounds, the bell-ringers – everyone, 
thank you so much.

I would like to say a special ‘thank you’ to Wayne Brorson, who 
lovingly maintains the cemetery grounds at Glen William. I 
receive so many comments of how peaceful and quiet it is and 
how lovely it looks. Thank you Wayne.  

We are in the process of obtaining quotes for the painting of 
our church hall on the outside and the inside ceilings. The 
building is in much need of some TLC.

Our Services are at 10.30am each Sunday morning followed 
by morning tea in the church hall. You would be made most 
welcome.

St. John’s Christmas service will be at 5pm on Christmas 
Eve with a bring and share supper in the hall to follow the 
service. Always a lovely time of fellowship following the 
service of celebration of the birth of our Lord, Jesus. Everyone 
always enjoys singing the carols and giving thanks to God 
for His amazing gift to us all. One never tires of the miracle 
of the Christmas Story. May that story touch your hearts 
this Christmas in a very special way and that you and your 
family will be surrounded by peace and love.

Sue Flannery

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
41 Rifle St, Clarence Town 
Pastor: Rev Andrew Doohan

Service Times: Every Sunday 8am

Well, Father Andrew is on Pilgrimage to Ireland 
and we have had Father Dennis holding the fort 
admirably. 

Our town and surrounding areas need good rain to sustain us 
during the coming summer. I know the good Lord hears our 
prayers, please just give me patience while I wait!

Like everyone in ‘Our Town’ we congratulate our Newcastle 
Knights on their great performance this year. They were most 
courageous. Christmas is coming around quickly and we will 
soon be planning social functions. Let us not forget the ‘real’ 
reason for the season.

God bless and good health to all, Marilyn Amos



OUR CHURCHES

PAGE 21

7 

 

Around the Churches 
 
St. John’s, Clarence Town. 
 
This report seems to come around very quickly, 
it seems.  We are trying very hard, at the  
moment, to be able to hold the  
 

Glen William Gymkhana  
on the 4th November.   

 
However, we are also having difficulty finding 
insurance that won’t cost an arm and a leg.  If we 
have to pay a hefty premium, it will make the 
event unviable.   Work in progress. 
 
Our Op Shop and Treasure Centre continue to 
provide a variety of wares for our community, 
including clothing for all ages and household 
items. Marg’s specials are certainly worth 
browsing through for a treasure find. 
 
God continues to bless us all here at St. John’s, 
with our volunteers, readers, intercessors,  
musicians, cleaners and we give thanks for you 
all. You are a great blessing to St. John’s.   
Thank you all so much. 
 
We are still waiting on repairs to our beautiful 
stained glass window of ³the Good Samaritan’��
which is in need of some glass being replaced, 
and the window straightened.  This will mean 
that the centre panel of the window will be  
removed and taken to Sydney, repaired, and then 
brought back and re-installed.  Big job –� big 
cost, but we must continue to maintain to all that 
has been given into our care. 
 
We have been pleased to welcome Rev. Roger 
Zorab and Rev. Peter Rothnie, who have taken 
services here recently whilst Rev. Kimbalee is 
on other duties. 
 
Our church hall is available to hire –�please  
contact Barrie Edwards on 4996 4174 for that. 
 
Our services are at 10am each Sunday.   
However, there will not be a service here on 
Sunday, 29th October.  That is the day for our 
Parish Dinner and there will be a combined  
service in Dungog on that day at 10am,  
followed by the lunch. 
 

Sue Flannery  
4996 5528 

St David’s Presbyterian 
Church  
Clarence Town.  
 
In late August a few of the members of 
CTPC attended the launch of the highly acclaimed movie 
µSound of Freedom.’�The movie itself has been the subject 
of much discussion as it is based on a true story where 
children are rescued from human traffickers. Sadly (but 
probably unsurprisingly) certain elements within  
Hollywood have been highly critical of the movie and  
attempted to undermine its legitimacy by trying to link it to 
conspiracy theorist organisations. Much of what the movie 
depicts is based on actual real-life events –�something  
Hollywood has never really majored in. Gets one thinking 
though, why would Hollywood want to undermine a movie 
that shines a light on such a dark issue? Considering the 
history of some in the movie making business, methinks 
they dost protest too much perhaps?  
 
After some initial delays, CTPC is back on track again 
with our Church building project. God willing work will 
commence in the not-too-distant future. But in other  
exciting news we are holding a Christmas at Claro Pressies 
event on the 18th of November this year. This will be a fun 
day in the sun for families to come and enjoy a jumping 
castle, petting zoo, camel rides, The Pretty Amazing Jono, 
sing carols along with music provided by Maitland City 
Brass Band, and hear a talk about the real meaning of 
Christmas! Further details out soon.  
 
From the pulpit, we finished our series on the Song of 
Songs –� what an awesome series that was. It generated 
heaps of discussion and surprised many at how great 
God’s good design for our sexual relationships within the 
covenant of marriage can truly be! We are currently in  
another series continuing to look closely at John’s gospel, 
to be followed by a series in Genesis focusing on  
Joseph –�a man after God’s own heart.  
 
We continue to pray for our town, our leaders, country, 
and world, both in private and when we meet together and, 
all the more as we see the great Day of our Lord Jesus  
approaching. ³And what does the LORD require of you? 
To do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God.´�Micah 6:8  

In Christ,  
Rev Allan D. Welch 
0402 387 690                                                   

Need a Venue for a party,   
wedding or function ? 

Why not hire the Hall? 

 
The Clarence Town School of Arts Hall in 

Grey Street has everything right in  
the heart of town. 

If you want to have your function at home, 
why not hire tables, chairs and anything 

else we can help you with. 
Phone Michael:  0420 757 656  Phone: Robyn Barco 0412 673 386

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

Open SOME Saturday mornings 9am - 11.30am

We cater for all your pet, farm,  
equine medical and surgical needs

We provide comprehensive mobile and 
farm services for small and  

large animals, including consultations, 
vaccinations, routine surgery, 

ultrasound, x-ray, dental and pathology. 
Additionally, we offer a wide selection 

of quality pet foods, accessories, 
natural health products, and various 

parasite control products.

Call 4996 4441 
28 Grey Street, Clarence Town| 

Dr Jasmin Klocker BVSc & Assoc. 

The Tooth Whisperer
Horse Dentist Brad Whalan EqDT

www.thetoothwhisperer.com.au

CLARENCE TOWN 0417 245 244



Clarence Town Public School

A Whole Lot 
Happening!
Excursion fun
Our K-2 students also enjoyed a wonderful day in Newcastle, 
visiting the museum and seeing a show at the Civic Theatre. 
Staff were so impressed with the level of engagement and 
exemplary behaviour shown by our K-2 students.

Students in Stage 2 attended The Great Aussie Bush Camp in 
Tea Gardens. Some of the most popular activities included the 
zipline and the giant swing. A delicious breakfast of pancakes 
also seemed to be a particular highlight!

Stage 3 students enjoyed an amazing camp at Broken Bay 
Sport and Recreation Centre. From an early morning bus to 
a beautiful top deck ferry ride, students engaged positively 
throughout camp and have made lifelong memories. Some 
of the highlights included kayaking, archery, fishing, trivia & 
games night.

Celebrating student behaviour
To reward excellent student behaviour, all students got to 
celebrate with a crazy hair day! We loved seeing the creative 
hairstyles that students and their parents came up with. We 
are now working towards a zooper dooper day in Term 4.

Amazing community support
Our Clarence Town P&C, alongside members of our wonderful 
school community, gathered at the Erringhi Hotel in October 
to receive an incredibly generous donation of $16,251 
following the highly successful pig races.

Our thanks and appreciation go to Steve and Kate for their 
generosity and support of our school. Their contribution is a 
wonderful example of the strong community connections that 
make our small community such a special place.

This was a reminder of what can be achieved when a 
community comes together with a shared goal. The support, 
generosity and connection shown by our local community is 
helping turn our vision into reality, bringing us one significant 
step closer to installing air conditioning in our school hall.

Enrolments open for 2027
Our front office staff are ready to welcome all new and 
prospective students and families to Clarence Town Public 
School in 2027. Please contact us to arrange a school tour or 
if you have any questions about the enrolment process.

Kim Smith, Principal 
clarenceto-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au / (02) 4996 4156
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EARTHWORKS  
& EXCAVATIONS  
SPECIALIST
Earthworks Jobs completed  
by our Professional Operators

Your job not listed? Give us a 
call to discuss your project.

Specialising in: 
• Driveways and Driveway Maintenance 
• Tank and Shed Pads 
• Post Holes and Pier Holes 
• Trenching & Drainage work 
• Site Leveling & Site Cleans 
• Grass removal & Turf Preparation
• Rubbish Removal
• Earthworks, Excavation jobs & Landscape Supplies

We get your job done with our 
1.8, 2.5, 2.7 or 6 ton Excavators, 

Skid Steer Loader with 4 in 
1 Bucket or Tynes, Roller/

Compactor and our 6 wheeler 
Tipper or Smaller Tipper 

Trucks.

Call Andrew 0417 475 844 
flanneryearthmoving.com.au

FLANQUIP SERVICES PTY LTD.
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Get Spruced 
 

Local painter servicing all Maitland, 
Clarence Town and Dungog areas     

 *  Interior and exterior painting 
     *  Water pressure cleaning 

     *  Solar panel cleaning 
         

Phone Greg - 0404 682 759 
          Web:  www.getspruced.com.au 

Robyn Keller 
Zeligious Darriage Celebrant 
02 4996 4061    0400 033 873   

    robynak@aapt.net.au 
 

It is your wedding 

DRESSMAKER 
Specializing in Alterations 
 

DEBBIE 
0448 999 625 
Clarence Town 
PROMPT SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phone Bryce 
0409 250 355 

4938 5441 
Email: t_giuffre@bigpond 

QUALITY SERVICES 
Driveways  Dams 

 

Arenas  House Sites 
 

Landscape Supplies 
 

 

D6 Dozer  Posi 
 

8 & 14 Ton Excavators  Hammer 
 

Tipper Hire 
 

 

wisemansexcavation@gmail.com 

debbiehammond24@dodo.com 
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Business & Services Directory

John Moyes 0432 019 017 
clarencetownprogress@gmail.com
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ACCOMMODATION

Clarrie’s Green 2 self-contained cabins in Clarence Town 0412 780 598 clarriesgreen.com.au

Loretta Cottage 4 Bedroom cottage in Wallarobba-Brookfield (9 Beds) lorettacottage.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Thomsen Automotive Mechanical repairs & servicing 0466 384 613 thomsenautomotive.com.au

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Dungog & District Neighbourcare Aged care, nursing, respite & transport 4992 3348 neighbourcare.org.au

Dungog Shire Palliative Care Palliative care & carer support 0457 846 806 dungogcarers.com.au

Yoga with Maggie Yoga, strength & flexibility 0467 325 034 —

HOSPITALITY & VENUES

Clarence Town Bowling Club Bowling, meals & entertainment 4996 4222 facebook.com/Clarrobowlo 

Maria’s Kitchen @ CT Bowling Club Bistro 4996 4222 Facebook @mariaskitchen

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Amy Martin Legal & Conveyancing Conveyancing, property law & estates 4992 1166 amlegal.net.au

Flinn Accounting Tax, accounting & SMSF 0407 956 264 flinnaccounting.com.au

Greenhills Conveyancing Residential, commercial & rural conveyancing 4933 3748 greenhillsconveyancing.com.au

Phillica IT Computer sales, repairs, upgrades & accessories 4987 0188 phillica.com.au

W J Enright & Prentice Solicitors & conveyancers 4992 1730 mail@felixprentice.com.au

RETAIL & SERVICE BUSINESSES

Clarence Town Home Hardware Hardware, garden supplies and gifts 4996 4555 @Clarence Town Home Hardware

Clarence Town Post Office Post, banking, bill payments & retail services 4996 4109  admin@clarencetownpostoffice.com.au

Dressmaker Dressmaking & alterations 0448 999 625 —

Hawley Funerals Family owned & operated funeral business 4992 1572 jandehawleyfunerals.com.au

Inspired By Design Homewares, gifts, fashion & haberdashery 0429 694 506 inspiredbydesign.com.au

Marriage Celebrant Robyn Keller – Religious Marriage Celebrant 0400 033 873 robynak@aapt.net.au

Shine Hair & Beauty Hair, beauty & wellness treatments 0491 209 114 shineclarencetown.com.au

Speedy Cycles Dungog Bike sales, servicing & hire 0408 607 272 speedycycles.com.au

RURAL SERVICES

Paterson Valley Water Cart Water cart services 0407 250 355 t_giuffre@bigpond.com

Stockers & Partridge Agricultural, irrigation & lawn-care equipment 4938 5154 stockerspartridge.com.au

The Tooth Whisperer Equine dentistry 0417 245 244 thetoothwhisperer.com.au

Williams River Veterinary Clinic Veterinary care for pets, farm & equine animals 4996 4441 williamsrivervetclinic.com.au

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

Built With Integrity Building, renovations & carpentry 0402 260 166 builtwithintegrity.com.au

Flannery Earthmoving Earthmoving, excavation & site works 0417 475 844 flanneryearthmoving.com.au

Grand Entry Concreting Concreting 0467 051 502 facebook.com/samcreteco

Wilson’s Earthworks & Fencing Earthworks & Fencing 0492 279 831 w.earthworksandfencing@gmail.com

Wisemans Excavations Driveways, dams, excavation & equipment hire 0427 292 092 wisemansexcavation@gmail.com

TRADES & HOME SERVICES

Aussie Air Refrigeration & Electrical Air-conditioning, refrigeration & electrical 0483 950 133 aussie-air.com.au

Get Spruced Painting Painting & pressure cleaning 0404 682 759 getspruced.com.au

Guardian Security Security doors, blinds, shutters & awnings 0421 422 617 guardiansecuritydoors.com.au

Limeburners Plumbing Plumbing, gas fitting & hot-water services 0451 734 739 limeburnersplumbing.com.au

Pixel Pest Control Pest & termite control 0492 856 369 pixelpest.com.au





