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Clarence Town
Public School
turns 175!

Last year NSW celebrated 175
years of public education, making
CTPS, founded in 1849, one of

a handful of schools celebrating
this special milestone!

To celebrate, the School and P&C will
be opening its doors for a variety of
activities to mark this momentous
occasion, including a Historical
Performance by students in early July
and a Special School Open Day during
Education Week in early August.

A Special Presentation Assembly and
further celebrations will also take

Exclusive Reveal:
NEW Clarence Town

Bridge Schematic pg 15

place during the day on Friday, 13th
of September. Save the date as the
evening will be topped off with a ‘Back
to School’ Trivia Night at the Clarence
Town Sport and Recreation Club with
invitations extending to CTPS alumni
and the whole community!

The P&C will be raising vital funds in
support of our small community and
we would love to have your support to
see the growing school and students
prosper. Any local businesses or
families interested in supporting
CTPS, please contact us for a copy
of our Sponsorship Prospectus or to
donate a raffle prize towards our
online ‘Mega Raffle’. Please follow
the CTPS P&C Facebook page for
future updates.

Sarah Beynon - President

clarencetownpublicschool@pandcaffiliate.org.au

ENROL
YOUR
BABY
NOW!
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Clarence Town Post Office

Bills, Bills, Bills!!
Did you know you can pay your bills off
before they are due. Australia Post payable bills.

Pay a little bit weekly or fortnightly what ever
works for you.

Life 1s getting hard and whilst this helps you it
also helps us by getting more transactions.
For more information come in for a

—MEN’S—
REPUBLIC

DO YOUR BANKING WITH US !
Personal or Business

We have you covered with over

80 financial institutes.
**not NPBS, ANZ or Greater**
STOP paying ATM fees

Bank with us for better security for your business.

JP SERVICES - ALWAYS AVAILABLE

PO Boxes - small, medium & large. Keep your mail secure.

Passports - Interviews & Photos. Appointments preferred
Shop 4, 116 Prince Street, Clarence Town 9 CHECK 0UT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR

!
Ph (02) 4996 4109 INFORMATION AND REGULAR UPDATES!

Opening Hours Monday to Friday 9am—5pm

Shop local we appreciate your support

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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RALIE. LA '
ITTHBLEW%GLI ' Community

Piano and Musical Education Events C alendar

Specialist

Welcome to the heart of Clarence Town!
Discover local happenings, cultural events
and opportunities to connect with neighbours

musician exams in our vibrant community.
* HSC Performance Examination prep

* Beginners welcome - all ages

. AMEB Examination prep to practical theory and

To list your local event for free, email

* 35 years piano teaching experience . .
YU P 8P thesentinel2321@gmail.com

Ros 0414 391 747

MAY

Sat 11 Lion’s Club Mother’s Day Raffle. Tickets on sale
outside the IGA.

Em Sun12  MOTHERS DAY
Sat 18 7pm: Prawn and Chicken Night at Wallarobba
Hall. Check Facebook for details or book
RDVERTISING -

here: www.trybooking.com/CFLJL

AN"UAL DIS[:[]UNT U % Mon 20 4-6pm: Meet your Mayor ‘John Connors’ at

Clarence Town School of Arts Hall

*See back page for pricing, sizing and inclusions

Thurs 23 9am: The Biggest Morning Tea to support

cancer research. Hosted by the Lions Club.

Sat 25 8am-12pm: Clarence Town Markets, Clarence
Town Bowling Sport and Recreation Club

Sat25/ The Knitters Picnic Dungog. For more info:
Sun26  www.theknitterspicnic.com.au

Sun26  10.55am: Boer War Memorial at the Cenotaph.
All Welcomel

JUNE

Mon 10  PUBLIC HOLIDAY, KINGS BIRTHDAY

Sat 29 June Trivia Night at Wallarobba Hall. Check
Facebook for details.

8am-12pm: Clarence Town Markets, Clarence
Town Bowling Sport and Recreation Club

SAVE THE DATE! - UPCOMING

13 July  Teddy Bears Picnic, hosted by the Progress
Association Events Committee.

26 July  4-6pm: Meet your Mayor ‘John Connors’ at
Clarence Town School of Arts Hall

7 Sept Spring Clean Markets at Wallarobba Hall.

13 Sept  ‘Back to School’ Trivia Night by CT Public School

PAGE 3



Clarence ‘Town & District Historical Museum Assoc.

Vale Peter Doolan

We were saddened to learn of the recent passing
of Peter Doolan. He, and his wife Dorne, were
members of the Museum some years ago and
Peter had been President of the Museum.

Peter had an extraordinary knowledge gained from both
personal and family experience of operating cinemas, to
explain in detail how projectors housed at the Museum
would have operated for many years when installed in
the School of Arts. The rather huge industrial projectors
were installed in a tiny room above the main entrance, a
room you walk under, even today. I had met Peter, and
Dorne, when I joined Dungog Historic Motor Club. His
interest in things historic included vehicles as well.

Work continues on a display of kitchen items in a more
suitable location in the back rooms of the museum
where a fireplace and stove are evident. This frees up
space for a revamped display of material related to
Anzac Day. This will be finalised by the time this goes to
print and is worthwhile visiting.

Chris O'Neill, Museum Committee Secretary
CTimuseum@outlook.com, 0491 346 491

The Glen Oak Doll Hospital

* Valuations
* Identifications

* First Class Repairs

* Enquiries & Advice
Buying & Selling of Antique & Vintage Dolls

Phone Lin today for all your doll repair needs

Phone: 4996 3316

Clarence ‘lown Op Shop and ‘Treasure Cenlre

Shop and Donate
with Purpose!

Welcome Autumn/Winter! We have a sale

on ‘fill-a-bag’ for $15 — shoes, hats, bags, all
clothes and linen are included. Footy season is
on, come and check out our kid’s boots — only
$3. Old, white T/shirts — $22 for 10kg bag.

We continue to save used stamps for Missions (please leave
a good edge around them), ring-pulls for wheel chairs, 8
ply wool for ‘wrapped with love’ rugs and unwanted or
lightly used cosmetics and perfumes for Destiny Haven.
Many thanks to our volunteers (also to David who does the
big sign for us). All goes smoothly with all your help.

We rely on the help of our community for donations and
of course, purchases from the Op shop. We're amazed
at the amount of saleable items that are donated. Please
note that wet, dirty, torn and broken items are unusable
and make our bins damp and smelly. Please don’t put
them in our bins. Thank you everyone for your support!

Blessings Gillian Finch 4994 9168 / 0477 326 142
St. John’s Anglican Church, Cnr of Grey & Queen Sts

DRESSMAKER

Specializing in Alterations

DEBBIE
0448 999 625
Clarence Town

PROMPT SERVICE

debbichammond24@dodo.com

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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TUPPERWARE LOVERS!
Prompt Delivery

Book a Party

Your
Local Consultant

LANA BATEY

0438 027 182
CHECK OUT MY FACEBOOK PAGE

Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) is
now available throughout the Dungog Shire.

One of the best things you can do for your child is to
read to them. Did you know that 50% of our brain
development occurs before the age of 3? That is, before
a child starts pre-school and long before they start
school. By the time they turn 5 their brain is almost fully
developed. Babies and children enrolled in the program
receive an age-appropriate book in the mail each month
until they turn 5. The joy of cuddling up and reading to
a child is supplemented by the child’s excitement when
they receive their very own book parcel every month.

So when should you introduce your child to books? As
soon after birth as possible. That’s why the DPIL is a
program for children from 0-5. Any child in their first
year of life and resident in the Dungog Shire can enrol
in the Dungog program. Clarence Town parents can pick
up/fill out an enrolment form at the Post Office, just ask
Dannii, Sam or Helena.

Research shows that the areas where DPIL is
operational have shown a marked improvement in
literacy rates. The goal is for Dungog Shire to become
a shire of readers leading to the success that follows on
from that. The rollout of the DPIL in our Shire is being
undertaken by Dungog Early Literacy Inc.

Anyone able to assist them with a donation for this
wonderful program should contact Lisa Connors on
0408 272 197. No donation is too small.

Enrol your babies up to 12 months of age. Contact Anne
Higgins on 0403 029 181 or Lisa Connors on 0408 272
197 or email dungogearlyliteracy@gmail.com for an
enrolment form.

29 Grey Street, Clarence Town
www.shineclarencetown.com.au

0491 209 114
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Clarence ‘lown Lions Club Report

From the
Lion’s Den

The Lions are on the hunt for new members!
Lions are always looking for enthusiastic
people to bring new ideas and energy to

the group, so please feel free to come to the
monthly meeting at the Clarence Town Bowls
Club. It is held on the second Tuesday of every
month at 6pm. All welcome!

So, what’s been happening?

The Lions Club recently acknowledged the passing of
Lion Larry Gorton who was a tireless volunteer for
many years supporting the Clarence Town community.
A plaque was recently unveiled on the Lions Park BBQ
facilities to commemorate Larry.

We have a Mother’s Day Raffle in May. Tickets will
be available outside the IGA on Saturday 20th April
and Saturday 11th May. Thank you to all those who
supported our Easter Raffle!

The Clarence Town Markets held on the last
Saturday of every month are a continuing success. Next
Market dates include Saturday 27th April and Saturday
25th May, we look forward to seeing you. Please note
that in the event of wet weather, the Markets will be
relocated to the Hall of Arts opposite the IGA.

Other projects included Clean Up Australia Day, thank
you to all those who volunteered their time to help keep
our park areas looking clean and beautiful.

Upcoming events include The Biggest Morning Tea
on Thursday 23rd May at 9gam. Please join us to
support Cancer Research and have a fun morning with
friends. If you would like to bring a plate of food to
contribute, it will be gratefully appreciated. Huge thanks
to our local IGA who are donating tea, coffee, sugar,
milk and a voucher for the raffle!

“If you can imagine it, you can achieve it. If you can
dream it, you can become it.”
- William Arthur Ward

Bill Pitkin
Lions Club President
0448 428 087

Clarence ‘lown Tennis Club

Social Competition
Finale & Upcoming
Events!

We had another successful Summer of tennis.
Our social night competition came to a finale
on Thursday the 18th of April.

Congratulations to Donna Boyton, Alex Boyton, Gavin
Elloy and Adam Welch. Hopefully we can continue the
tennis into the Winter months.

Our club AGM is just around the corner so please keep
an eye out for the date of this meeting. Also, the annual
tennis club trivia night. This will be held in June. The
date will be advertised on Facebook and around the
town. Contact Gai or I to gain
access to the courts.

Thanks Brad.

Brad (0417 651 577)
Gai (0419 600 219)

Clarence ‘lown First Responders

CFR Team’s
Rapid Response

The first few months of this year has been a
busy one for the CFR team with an average of
almost a job a day.

Whilst it’s not good that so many people are having
medical episodes, it is nice to know that our team

has been able to respond and provide that initial help
before paramedics arrive. We have two new members
to our team as well. Karen Drinan has completed her
first block of initial training with Ambulance NSW and
will start to attend calls now with the team. Claudia
Watt has recently applied to join the CFR team and
will commence training soon. Welcome to both of
you and thank you for volunteering to help this great
community.

We are always happy to speak to people interested in
joining our team.

Brad Elloy, CFR Coordinator
0417 651 577

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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From Local Support
to National Success:
Swim Sensation
Update

Have You Heard? The Plant Stall outside
Australia Post is Supporting Local Swimming
Stars Caitlin and Georgia McDonald. Caitlin

shares an update on her journey to Nationals...

“My training for Nationals 2024 started in May 2023,
with the 2023 short course season being the start of
my competitions. Finishing the winter season at Senior
State placing 4th in 2 out of my 3 breaststroke events.

Then we started the 2023/24 summer season where

in December at Senior State Age I made the 200m

Brst final placing 7th and the 100m Brst final placing
4th. We headed to Orange in January for Country
Regionals where I qualified for 9 events at the Country
Championships which were held in Sydney in February
where I had 6 top 10 finishes and brought home 2
medals.

On April 10th my family headed to the Gold Coast for
the Australian National Age Championships, I had
qualified for the 200m Brst, 100m Brst and 50m Brst.
At the 2023 Nationals in the 200m Brst I finished 25th
in the nation, 100m Brst I finished 48th in the nation
and the 50m Brst I finished 24th in the nation.

This year I had improved significantly and moved up
the rankings finishing 20th in the 200m Brst, 17th in
the 50m Brst and after qualifying 17th fastest in the
100m Brst I was in the B final which I swam at 7:17pm
on Saturday night the 13th of April. I improved my time
in the final by 1.15 seconds to finish in 14th place in the
nation. I was very happy with my results at this years
Nationals and am looking forward to starting training
for Nationals 2025 after a short break.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank

all of Clarence Town and the surrounding areas
for their ongoing support and for purchasing
plants from our local Post Office. Money from
all the plants goes towards helping Georgia and
myself to keep chasing our swimming goals that
we set for ourselves at the start of every winter
season.”

Regards Caitlin McDonald
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‘The Dungog District Chamber of Commerce

From Ideas to
Impact: Dungog
Chamber’s Youth
Forum Recap

On the evening of Monday, March 25th, the
Clarence Town Bowling Club was abuzz with
activity as it hosted The Dungog District
Chamber of Commerce’s highly anticipated
‘Youth Forum’.

The event served as a beacon, drawing together

diverse segments of our local community to engage in
meaningful discussions aimed at bolstering support

for our youth. Attendance surpassed expectations, with
over 85 individuals representing a wide array of local
organisations, educational institutions, families, and law
enforcement agencies.

Heartfelt appreciation is extended to the Clarence Town
Bowling Club for graciously providing their venue,
especially for their exclusive opening to accommodate
this significant gathering, and to Maria’s Kitchen for
their catering services.

Under the adept leadership of President Therese
Mclntyre, the evening commenced with warm welcomes
extended to esteemed guests, including Mayor John
Connors, councilors Digby Rayward and Jess Clark,

and representatives from the Port Stephens Hunter
Police District led by Superintendent Wayne Humphrey.
Despite the absence of Dave Layzell and Dr. David
Gillespie, their participation via Zoom and the presence
of senior staff members were appreciated.

The forum was enriched by the invaluable contributions
of distinguished speakers, each sharing their expertise
on various facets of youth welfare. Steve Harper,
Principal of Dungog High School, set an optimistic

tone by highlighting the significance of community-
wide perspectives and evidence-based approaches in
addressing mental health concerns among the youth.

Superintendent Wayne, accompanied by colleagues,
provided illuminating insights into youth crime
statistics, stressing the pivotal role of proactive
community engagement in youth outreach efforts. Dave
Layzell, though not physically present, emphasized the
community’s proactive stance in addressing spikes in
youth crime and urged active participation in pertinent

parliamentary inquiries.

Dan Lyons, hailing from Wangat Lodge, underscored
the imperative need for creating safe, inclusive spaces
and fostering meaningful engagement opportunities

for youth, advocating for community-driven initiatives
aimed at empowering young individuals. Jim Doyle
shared compelling insights gleaned from the Gresford
Community Group and Soccer Club, showcasing the
transformative impact of youth involvement in decision-
making processes and community-driven endeavors.

Martin Thorsby’s announcement of $15,000 in funding
for youth initiatives from the Dungog Rumble resonated
warmly with attendees, underscoring the community’s
unwavering commitment to supporting youth-centric
endeavors. Kate Murphy offered a comprehensive
overview of the Dungog Shire Community Centre’s
initiatives, shedding light on their youth-focused
programs and plans for establishing a drop-in centre.

The forum was further enriched by the perspectives
shared by Alison Stewart, Alison Penfold, Max Grieves,
and Reverend Allen Welsh, each emphasizing the
pivotal role of community engagement, support, and
empowerment in fostering holistic youth development.

As the evening drew to a close, participants engaged in
reflective discussions and reaffirmed their commitment
to translating the wealth of ideas and suggestions
garnered from the forum into actionable initiatives.

The Chamber, in collaboration with local organizations,
pledges to spearhead the implementation of these
initiatives, with a keen focus on ensuring inclusivity and
comprehensiveness. Input from the wider community is
warmly welcomed as we collectively navigate this time
of change, rallying together to uplift and support our
youth—the cornerstone of our community’s future.

Marion Stuart
Secretary -Dungog District Chamber of Commerce
Email: secretaryaddcc.org.au

UNLOCK
ADVENTURE!

Join 1st Clarence

Town Scouts today...
Call Group Leader Mark Zuber 0408 425 092

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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SOLICITOR
F L N N W J Enright & Prentice
Solicitors & Conveyancers
ACCOUNTING Y
Individual Tax Returns, Small Business 2 DOVif)l;lI:)gIIStrzeg'[,gg) lllgg(o)g 22
Accounting & Self-Managed Super Funds :
Stuart Flinn - CPA & Tax Agent 0407 956 264 Email:
stuart@flinnaccounting.com.au mail@fe]ixprentice.com.au

N & S HARPER

MOBILE MECHANICAL REPAIRS
Proudly servicing Clarence Town and

surrounding districts since 1990 with friendly
affordable Service

SEW BE IT
USTOM CANVAS

Adam Hartfield
0419133133

License No. MVRLA9983 sewbeitcustomcanvas.com.au

Phone Neville and Sue 0438 192 736

We come to you for your convenience.

- Ute/Trailer canopies and tonneaus

NEED A VENUE FOR. A PARTY, - Boat Covers/Seats/Interiors
WEDDING OR FUNCTION ? - Caravan/Camper - canvas
Why not hire the Hall? Annexe repairs and alterations
The Clarence Town School of Arts Hall in - Machinery Covers/Seat Covers
Grey Street has everything right in
the heart of town. - All Canvas/PVC products
If you want to have your function at home, 2 g

why not hire tables, chairs and anything made to measure/repairs/alterations

else we can help you with.

Phone Michael: 0420 757 656 Over 25 years of experience
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New South Wales Rural Fire Service

Winter Safety:
Protect Your Home
Year-Round

Ensure your home remains safe and secure
with these vital winter safety checks.
Remember, safety measures should be
followed year-round, not just during fire
season.

PRINT THIS ARTICLE AS YOUR WINTER
SAFETY CHECK LIST:

« Do you have WORKING SMOKE ALARMS fitted?
« Ifso, do you TEST THEM every month?

« Have you set a date each year to change
BATTERIES whether they need it or not?

« Has everyone in the home been taught how to
GET DOWN LOW AND GO GO GO? This is
not just for the kids! And have they been told why
they have to do this? {because smoke rises}

« Does everyone know that when they are down
low and crawl to the door, they must feel the door
with the back of their hand for heat?

« Ifthe door is hot, there is fire on the other side.
DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR if it is hot. If you
burn the back of their hand you can still use the
palm of the hand to open doors and windows

« Have you made up an ESCAPE PLAN with the
whole family? Have two ways out of each room.
Do not smash the window-open it to avoid cuts.
Hang a copy of the plan on the fridge so visitors
can see it. Close doors behind you as you are
leaving the house, this will slow the spread of fire
between rooms.

« Have you chosen a MEETING PLACE outside
for everyone to go to?

« Have you PRACTICED the ESCAPE PLAN
with the whole family? DO NOT GO BACK
INSIDE FOR ANYTHING!!!

« Does everyone in the home know how to RING
000? {call it triple zero when instructing kids,
some think o is the letter O}

«  Does everyone know how to STOP, DROP and
ROLL if their clothing is on fire?

+ Have you checked ELECTRIC BLANKETS for
damaged or frayed cords and wires? You can do
this by holding it up to the light.

« Do you keep HEATERS AND CANDLES away
from curtains and bedding? Never leave either
unattended!

Have FLUES and CHIMNEYS been cleaned for
heaters?

« Do you have a SCREEN in front of your open
fire? Make sure ashes from your heater are totally
extinguished before emptying them in the yard.

« Do you dry clothes in front of the heater?
Don’t do it! If you must, keep them at least ‘a
metre from the heater’ and never leave them
unattended.

+ Clean lint from DRYERS every time you use
them!

+ Have a FIRE EXTINGUISHER and FIRE
BLANKET located near the exit in the kitchen.

« DO NOT hang them near the stove.

¢ DO NOT leave the house with APPLIANCES
still turned on. e.g. T.V., Computer, Dryer etc.

+ Install a smoke alarm outside of each sleeping
area and one inside the bedroom if the door is
closed during the night. Don’t forget to install one
in your caravan.

Fire and Permit season has finished but you
will still need to abide by the same rules, you
just don’t need the permit. You need to comply
with the Dungog Council “Clean Air Policy” also. You
can find this on the council website.

www.dungog.nsw.gov.au/council /council-
documents/council-policies/control-open-burning

Notify neighbours and the RFS 24 hours
before lighting. THIS APPLIES ALL YEAR
ROUND - EVEN OUT OF FIRE SEASON.
Members of the public can now use their mobile
phone or desktop computer to lodge their
notifications about planned hazard reductions or
burn offs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify

You can still lodge your notification at 4015 0000 if
you are unable to go online. Your Bush Fire Survival
Plan, Fire Danger Ratings, Bush Fire Alerts and
Neighbourhood Safer Places can be found at

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

PREPARE, ACT, SURVIVE.

Stay safe until next time,

Di Bennelt OAM, 7.P., CMC.

Lower Hunler District Community Engagement Team
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au for more information.

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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afterpayc>

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR 45kg
THROUGH YOUR LOCAL HARDWARE

Why shop elsewhere when there is so much to offer on your doorstep?

22 Grey Street, Clarence Town Find us on

Phone 4996 4555 Facebook

PAGE 11



We cater for all your pet, farm,
equine medical and surgical needs
OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Open SOME Saturday mornings 9am - 11.30am

We provide comprehensive mobile and
farm services for small and

large animals, including consulta

vaccinations, routine surgery,
ultrasound, x-ray, dental and pathology.
Additionally, we offer a wide selection
of quality pet foods, accessories,
natural health products, and various

parasite control products.

Call 4996 4441
28 Grey Street, Clarence Town|
Dr Jasmin Klocker BVSc & Assoc.

Going on Holidays?
Can'’t take your pet with you?
Pet Accommodation
Phone Sue on 4996 5528

Dogs and Cats - $15.00 per day

Sorry—we are CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY
and CHRISTMAS DAY

LUKE ATKINS

Livestock Handling, Ag

Spraying, General Farm
Maintenance and Labour,

Property Management

0418 489 504

lukeatkins88@bigpond.com

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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Dungog Council Report

Unveiling the
NEW Clarence
Town Bridge...

The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, Minister

for Regional Transport and Roads recently
announced an additional $5.5 Million in
funding for the new bridge. Total funding is
now $20.581 Million with $11 M from the
State, and $9.581 M from the Commonwealth.

When the funding deeds have been executed, the
tendering process for design and construction of the
bridge can begin, and Council expects to be able to select
a preferred tenderer in October this year. Construction
is expected to take another 12-18 months.

The schematic picture (SEE NEXT SPREAD) shows

the new two lane bridge with a walkway/cycle lane

and the Brig O Johnson in use as an optional one way
alternative. This has been approved by Transport as the
old bridge must carry some traffic after its restoration.

Transport for NSW has been most cooperative in
assisting with this project and delaying the restoration
of the heritage listed Brig O Johnson Bridge, which will
require complete closure for an extended period. They
also took prompt action to rectify the damage caused to
the bridge last year in order to minimize the disruption
to our community.

Your Local B Ward Councillors:
Fessica Clark o421 451 716
jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au
Steve low 4996 4022
steve.lowq9@gmail.com

Dave Layzellmp
MEMBER FOR UPPER HUNTER

HOW | CAN HELP YOU

As your State MP | can make enquiries and
representations on your behalf for matters involving
NSW Government departments and agencies.

Upper Hunter Electorate Office

0 20 Bridge Street, Muswellbrook NSW 2333
@ (02) 6543 1065 @ upperhunter@parliament.nsw.gov.au

:NATIONALS
fou Bgional NSW

Authorised by Dave Layzell MP, 20 Bridge Street, Muswellbrook NSW 2333
Funded using Parliamentary entitlements.

Broke
Branxton
Luskintyre
Lorn
Bolwarra
Maitland Vale

Gloucester
Dungog
Singleton
Muswellbrook
Aberdeen
Scone

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU
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From the
Parson’s Pen

The greatest festival of the Christian Church’s
year, Easter, has passed for 2024.

Throughout Christendom, in churches everywhere, the
themes of love, joy, peace and hope have been explored.
Countless sermons have been preached on these themes
and the world has been encouraged to take stock and
examine its actions under this light. So we might be
forgiven if we look at the news each night and wonder
why these very themes have been so comprehensively
ignored. One commentator recently asserted that we
are in a pre-world-war environment. So where does that
conflict leave us and what is our role in this strife-torn,
fractured world?

To answer this, our first step is to look out of our front
door and decide what it is that makes up our world. We
are not in a war-torn Ukraine or Gaza, although they are
obviously situations which concern us and which we can
support in an indirect way. It is, instead, a smaller world
of daily relationships and direct contact with people
with whom we might or might not have anything in
common, other than our shared humanity. The turmoil
of this smaller world for us is more likely to be the
breakdown of the relationship we once had with a family
member, or the distress we feel about a friend from
whom we are now estranged.

As a balance to that turmoil, there are the close and
loving relationships with family and friends who nurture
and support us. This is our world! And this is the world
into which we are charged with bringing the love, ,joy,
peace and hope of Easter by showing to those around us
the face of the risen Christ. We are each of us, through
our baptism, an agent of the resurrected Christ and it

is into our own small world that we can and must show
the love, joy, peace and hope that are those themes

for this time when we remember that Christ is risen.
There is the old adage that we ‘should think globally but
act locally’ and for us that is the essence of those four
themes. Pray to God and our neighbour for forgiveness
for the hurts that we have inevitably inflicted and then
make a conscious effort to love more deeply, experience
and share joy more often, be an agent of peace in our
own small world, and look forward in hope that we can
make this, our world, a better place through the power
of the Risen Christ..

Reverend Neville Schofield

St. John’s Anglican Church

36 Grey St, Clarence Town
Pastor: Rev Kimbalee Hodges

Service Times: Every Sunday, Holy Communion at 1oam

Hasn’t the weather been beautiful! I am so
thankful that the season has finally changed
and the heat is gone.

Our Easter services were again well attended as people
came on Good Friday to remember and give thanks for
the sacrifice that Jesus made for us all, so that we can
have a full and loving relationship with God, and of
course, on Easter Morning as we celebrate the miracle
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus and his triumph
over death, again to show us the way to eternal life with
God. We had a lovely visit from our Bishop Sonia in
April when we had a bring-and-share lunch in our hall
following the service.

The road to the Glen William cemetery has now been
completed, thank you Steve. As I went to ‘check it out’
and drove into the cemetery, and looked at the new
white crosses there, I became painfully aware of the loss
of those near and dear to us recently. Too many! Those
of us who attended the amazing farewell to our beloved
Kay in God’s Cathedral at St. Thomas’, Glen William,
witnessed not only the outpouring of grief, but the
amazing outpouring of love for her. Such a lovely, fitting
farewell. She is now safely ‘home’ in Jesus’ keeping and
also at her much-loved St. Thomas’. Well done good and
faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your master.

Our love and prayers are extended to all those who
have lost near and dear ones. Hold them in your hearts,
remember and speak of them often because they will
always be a big, living part of our lives.

A couple of concerns have arisen. The house that is in
the church grounds is a private residence, so please

do not disturb the family who live there. If you have
any donations for the Op Shop or Treasure Centre, the
bins are at the front of the hall. Also, we have had some
damp/wet/dirty clothing placed in the bins recently.
We cannot re-sell these and they contaminate clothing
and items already in the bins and render them also
unsaleable.

If anyone in the community is in need of prayer, please
contact Rev. Kimbalee on 0491 007 193. It would be an
honour for us to pray for you.

Our church hall is available to hire — please contact
Barrie Edwards on 4996 4174.

Sue Flannery

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU



OUR CHURCHES

Robyn Keller

Religious Marriage Celebrant
02 4996 4061 0400 033 873
~robynak(@aapt.net.au

&5 Tt o youn wedding

DOWNLIGHTS INSTALLED FROM - $40ea
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Christ Church, Dungog
Dowling Street, Dungog
Service Times: Every Friday 10.30am, Sunday 8.s0am

Sunday night service: 4th Sunday of every month at 5pm

We thank all those who donate to our Op Shop
so that we can help others.

We had a limited Markets on the 6th April as we had
some lovely rain and it had made the grounds a bit wet!
The Stallholders in the Hall were ok as was the Op Shop
but no BBQ or outdoor stalls.

Our next Market will be on 4th May and then the
next one will the 1st June. We get a great variety of
Stallholders coming and the visitors come to support
them.

The Sunday Nite services continue on the 4th Sunday at
5pm with a meal afterward. The next one will be 28th
April and then 26th May. Our Bendolba Centre has a
night service on the First Sunday at 5pm with supper
afterward. The next one will be 5th May and then the
2nd June. Our Sunday morning service continues at
8.30am with morning tea to follow. All welcome

All the best as we enter the cooler weather.

Margaret Flannery

Clarence Town Presbyterian Church

29 Marshall Street, Clarence Town
Pastor: Rev Allan D. Welch

Service Times: 10am Gathered Worship Every Sunday

Mainly Music, SRE and Growth Groups
(Bible Study) are in recess for the school
holiday period.

From the pulpit we have competed our series on Joseph
and soon will continue our close look into John’s

Gospel. On Sunday 24th March it was great to hear from

Missionary and Bible Translator Robyn Davies. Many
thanks to all who supported the PresAid Easter appeal
— funds are going towards a meal hall in Malawi, and a
training facility in Dehradun, India.

“And what does the LORD require of you? To do justly,

and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”

Micah 6:8

In Christ, Rev Allan D. Welch
0402 387 690

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

41 Rifle St, Clarence Town
Pastor: Rev Andrew Doohan

Service Times: Every Sunday Sam

Once more the beautiful celebration of Easter
has passed. It was so wonderful to see a packed
church on Easter Morning to celebrate our
Risen Lord. Thank you to Father Andrew for
celebrating Mass for Patrick’s Church at the
time of the Saints Feast day. We had a lovely
gathering and we all shared a meal together
afterwards.

We pray for several members of our congregation who
are having medical problems at this time and ask that
God sends them healing and blessings. I hope we all
took time on April 25th to remember those who gave
their lives in the service of this wonderful country so
that we can live in the beautiful place that is Clarence
Town and surrounds.

All are welcome to our 8am Mass each Sunday.

In Christ, Marilyn Amos

WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU



OUR CHURCHES

Ron Finlayson - Carpenter

General carpentry, repairs and
maintenance.

Prompt and reliable service.
Reasonable rates. L/N 138857C

PH: 4996 4208 :0418 208 843

Get Spruced

Local painter servicing all Maitland,
Clarence Town and Dungog areas
* Interior and exterior painting

* Water pressure cleaning
* Solar panel cleaning

Phone Greg - 0404 682 759

Web: www.getspruced.com.au

CLR

Carpets . Lounges . Rugs

Carpet Cleaning
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

Vince Willemen 0499 424 070
vince@clrcarpetcleaning.com.au

Paterson Valley
Water Cart
Phone Bryce
0409 250 355

4938 5441
Email: t_giuffre@bigpond

Sam Benson
0467 051 502

AK

AK PLUMBERS DRAINERS GASFITTERS

For All Domestic Commercia] & Industrial Plumbing

Andrew Rusak Ph. 4996 3046
Licence No. 42824C Fax. 4996 4261
ABN 24813 260 151 Mob. 0439963046

EFTPOS available
E-mail. andrewrusak@hotmail com
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Selling Property

Once you've made the decision to sell your
property, one of the first tasks is to have the
Contract for Sale of Land prepared.

The Contract will include the legal terms and conditions of
sale, specify what items are included or excluded from the
sale, and detail other requirements you might have.

In putting the Contract together it is necessary for you to
comply with disclosure obligations by attaching certain
documents. It is a legal obligation for Vendors to ensure
that an operational smoke detector is fitted to Residential
Premises being sold. If you are selling a property with a
swimming pool or spa you are required to register the pool
on the NSW Government’s Swimming Pool Register and
include a valid certificate of compliance or non-compliance
in the Contract. Not complying with the disclosure
obligations or failing to attach necessary certificates may
allow a purchaser to rescind the Contract.

The Contract is not a ‘one-fits-all’ document, so it
is important to discuss your property and situation
with us so that we can ensure that the Contract
meets your specific needs.

Amy Martin, Director — Amy Martin Legal and
Conveyancing Services amy@amlegal.net.au
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Dee Braithwaite

Greg Wall

Andrew Wall

PROPERTY REVIEW

PAUL CLARKE & ASSOCIATES

CONSULTING CIVIL &
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERS

+ Residential, Commercial

and Industrial Building Design
+ Road and Drainage Design
+ Footing Design and Inspections

Ph. 4988 6111
Fax: 4988 6707

553 East Seaham Road,
East Seaham. 2324

Elite award-winning agents, backed by a national network

02 4992 2369

www.raywhiterurallifestylesydney.com.au

Jedda Casserly Scott Hunter Baylee Wheeler Rebecca
Swanbourogh
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Clarence ‘Town Primary Public School 1849-2024

Celebrating 175 Years
of Public Education
in Clarence Town

Established in 1849, Clarence Town Public
School is one of the oldest public schools
in NSW. Clarence Town has a long and
fascinating history, and our school is an
integral part of this.

We are very proud of our long Public Education
standing in the community. The first examination of
Clarence Town Public School, in 1852 was a public
affair, at which, all were pleased with the quality of
both teachers and students. Indeed, in 2024 we are still
pleased with the quality of our teachers and students!

As Term 1, draws to a close we have plenty to celebrate:

e Our largest Kinder enrolment in the 2000’s and our
largest K-6 enrolment since 2010;

«  We have 3 bus routes morning and afternoon;

« Teaching Staff have been involved in multiple
Professional Learning, including Explicit
Instruction, Curriculum knowledge, focusing on
new Maths Syllabus and English Syllabus, but
including all Syllabii, Maths, English, High Potential
and Gifted Education (HPGE) and Student Plans;

«  We are involved in several Hunter Principals
Network Initiatives, including Explicit

« Instruction, and HPAGE; as well as multiple
Dungog LMG Initiatives, including Cultural Days,
STEAM Programs, including Game Jam, Transition
Programs, LaST Networks and APCI Networks, and

«  We also have firm links with our local AECG.

Community Centre, 55 Prince Street
Clarence Town NSW 2321
clarencetownpreschool.com.au

All of these directly impact our core business — teaching
and learning and Student Outcomes. In Term 1 our
students have had the opportunity to participate in:

«  Explicit daily lessons in Maths and Literacy, along
with weekly Science and environment, technology
and Library lessons;

« Daily PE or Sport lessons, fortnightly assemblies
with class performances and PBL awards;

«  Multiple weekly lessons in Geography, technology,
Music, Craft/Art, Dance/Drama and personal dev.

«  Multiple sporting opportunities through our
annual Swimming Carnival, PSSA Sport, including
swimming, soccer, rugby league and touch, After
School Sport Basketball Program, gala days;

«  Multiple CAPA opportunities with Starstruck,
HPGE Creative Camp, Assembly performances and
music clubs (drumming);

«  Multiple Environmental and outdoor education
opportunities, including team building, leadership
and cooperative learning through Stage 2 and 3
Camp, clean up Australia Day, Gardening Club, and

«  Leadership Programs, including School Leaders, Sport
House Leaders, Computer, Library and Sound Room
Monitors, School Parliament and Junior AECG.

Then our school community events overlay this again
and this term that includes:

« Canteen operating 2 days per week

« Easter Mufti Day, Hat Parade and P&amp;C Raffle
»  Monthly P&C Meetings and AGM

« 175 th Committee Meetings

So a very busy and successful term has been had by all!
Thank you for playing your part in making our school

the great place it is. Join us throughout the year to
celebrate CTPS and Public Education.

Louise Blakemore, Principal. Phone: 4996 4156

02 4996 4004
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OUR SCHOOLS

Edser Plant & Civil Pty Ltd

Glen Oak

All Types of excavation work

* Road Construction
* Land Clearing
* Dam Construction
* Stump Removal

The supply and delivery of

*Road base *Sand *Gravel *Soil

Excavators - 2.5, 8, 14, 20 ton
Posi track 6 in 1 bucket & forks
All size buckets, rock hammer & Hydraulic grabs
Bogie Tipper Trucks & trucks & dogs - Water Cart
Over 30 years experience

Phone Simon on 0423 517 857 or 4988 6180
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Directory

EMERGENCY (life threatening) 000
POLICE ASSISTANCE LINE 131 444
CRIME STOPPERS 1800 333 000

PLEASE report ANY incident no matter how

small or insignificant it may seem.
Phone it in and ask for an
“Incident Report Number”

Please be vigilant. You could save
a life or someone’s property!

Any information given is confidential

Animal Welfare Contacts Church Contacts
WIRES Emergency Rescue 1300 094 737 Anglican: Pastoral Ministry 0491 007 193
Wildlife Rescue 0418 628 483 Dungog Baptist 4992 2122
Williams River Vet Clinic 4996 4441 Dungog Uniting: Joy Shelton 4992 1508
Snake Catchers Presbyterian: Allan Welch 4025 5638
Bill from Largs 0408 301544 Roman Catholic: 4992 1477
Matty from Glen Oak 0407 151 946 .
Dylon from Medowie 0466 694 540 Medical/Health Contacts
Ryan from Medowie 0431100 177 Clarence Town Medical Centre 4996 4003
Prince Street Surgery 4009 5991
Community Contacts Clarence Town Pharmacy 4996 3300
Country Women'’s: Carol Johnstone 0438 213 477 Health Services 49312003
Clarence Town Scouts: Robyn Keller 4996 4061 Beyond Blue 1300 224 636
Fire Permits Clarence Town 4996 4454 Lifeline 131114
Fire Permits Flat Tops: Brian Atkins 0457979 073 Samaritans 1300 656 336
Lions Club: Bill Pitkin 0448 428 087 Destiny Haven Women'’s Shelter 4996 5558
Neighbourcare Bus 4992 3348 AL-ANON 4969 3889
School of Arts Hall: Michael Duffy 0420 757 656  *To list your community service email: thesentinel2321@gmail.com

m%‘lmz ADVERTISING

Full Half
Page Page
$400 $200

Quarter
Page
$100

To book please email Samantha Zuber at
thesentinel2321@gmail.com

Standard
$50

Advertising includes insertion in
both the print and online versions
of The Sentinel, for the 2 month
duration of the edition.

Also includes Ad typesetting (if required).
Please supply good quality logo, photos and
text. Otherwise feel free to supply your own

artwork as a high-res PDF or JPG.

s 9%

Book for a full year and enjoy a
20% discount across 6 editions.

+ CLOSING DATE FOR NEWS & ADS IN OUR NEXT ISSUE IS 10TH JUNE +

The Sentinel is proudly
brought to you by:

David Hood 0402 258 087
clarencetownprogress@gmail.com
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