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Rainfall Report* (mls)
 2023  2023 
 Jan 158.4 
 Feb 38.3 
 March 123.7 
 April 65.2 
 May 37.7 
 Jun 7.0 
 July 42.9 
 Aug 60.7 
 Sept 11.2  
 Oct 97.2  
 Nov 81.4  
 Dec 132.2

 2024 2024
 Jan 66.2

* Source: BOM, Clarence Town 
Rainfall Station 061010
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CLOSING DATE FOR NEWS & ADS IN OUR NEXT ISSUE IS 10TH APRIL

20%ADVERTISE WITH ANNUAL DISCOUNT

CLARENCE TOWN • GLEN OAK • GLEN MARTIN • GLEN WILLIAM • LIMEBURNERS CREEK • WALLAROBBA • BROOKFIELD

Dungog Shire Council Media Release

Clarence 
Town, a Future 
Growth Zone...
The Hunter Regional Plan has 
earmarked Clarence Town for 
future growth!
As a result, The Dungog Shire Council 
has secured a $170,000 grant from 
the NSW Regional Housing Strategic 
Planning Fund to develop a Structural 
Plan for Clarence Town and surrounds. 
This will establish a framework for 
development, facilitating future 
growth by identifying residential, retail 
and employment land development, 
as well as improving public spaces 
and transport networks. The plan also 
seeks to enhance the town centre’s 
accessibility, identity and overall appeal.
Council will engage with the 
community, businesses, State govn. 

and relevant stakeholders, providing 
opportunities for residents to input 
and shape the future of the town.
Council also received $76,000 from the 
NSW Govn. to conduct a Flood Study 
review to ensure flooding risk of any 
future development zone is reduced.
In addition, council has been advocating 
for better roads & infrastructure, and 
the NSW Govn. is working towards 
matching the funding provided by the 
Federal Govn. so we can proceed with 
the new Clarence Town Bridge.



WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU

DO YOUR BANKING WITH US !! 

Personal or Business 
We have you covered with over  

80 financial institutes.  

**not NPBS, ANZ or Greater** 

STOP paying ATM fees 

Bank with us for better security for your business. 

Shop 4, 116 Prince Street, Clarence Town  
Ph (02) 4996 4109 

Opening Hours Monday to Friday 9am—5pm  
Shop local we appreciate your support 

JP SERVICES  -  ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
PO Boxes   small, medium & large.   Keep your mail secure.
Passports  Interviews & Photos.   Appointments preferred 

22002244  DDiiaarriieess  nnooww  aavvaaiillaabbllee  
BBaacckk  ttoo  SScchhooooll  SSttaattiioonneerryy 
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Community  
Events Calendar
Welcome to the heart of Clarence Town! 
Discover local happenings, cultural events  
and opportunities to connect with neighbours 
in our vibrant community. 

To list your local event for free, email 
thesentinel2321@gmail.com

MARCH

Fri 1 4-6pm : Dungog Shire Council, Meet your  
 Mayor ‘John Connors’ at Clarence Town School  
 of Arts Hall

Thurs 7 6.30pm : Clarence Town Progress Association  
 Meeting at the Clarence Town Community Hall,  
 Prince Street

Mon 25 6.30pm : Youth Forum with Dungog Chamber  
 of Commerce (see article page 9)

Fri 29 GOOD FRIDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

APRIL  

Mon 1 EASTER MONDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Thurs 4 6.30pm : Clarence Town Progress Association  
 Meeting at the Clarence Town Community Hall,  
 Prince Street

Sun 7 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS – WIND YOUR  
 CLOCKS BACK 1 hour

Sat 13 Public SCHOOL HOLIDAYS START

Thurs 25 ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Mon 29  BACK TO SCHOOL, Term 2 starts for schools

SAVE THE DATE! – UPCOMING  

May 11 Progess Assoc. Events Committee Cruise  
 on William the Forth (see ad right) 

May 12 MOTHERS DAY

May 18 7pm: Wallarobba Hall, ‘Prawn and Chicken  
 Night’. Check Facebook for details or book  
 here: www.trybooking.com/CFLJL

May 25/ The Knitters Picnic Dungog. For more info:  
May 26 www.theknitterspicnic.com.au

I would like to invite you all to attend the 
CLARENCE TOWN ANZAC DAWN SERVICE 

THE MARCH LEAVES THE BOWLING CLUB  
AT 05:30am SHARP

The march makes its way to the Cenotaph on the cnr.  
of Grey and Queen Street. If you don’t wish to march 

just make your way straight to the cenotaph.

We always have a beautiful service and many of our 
organisations and hundreds of residents are always 

there to pay their respects.

After the service we head back to the Club for breakfast, 
prepared by Maria’s Kitchen for a very small fee.

Bowls 10:00am ~ Two Up 12-3pm (Both Hosted By Club)

IN CASE OF RAIN THE DAWN SERVICE WILL BE 
HELD AT THE BOWLING CLUB

If you have any questions or you would like to lay a wreath on 
behalf of a club or organisation, please don’t hesitate to email 

me. Di – dinkydi@iinet.net.au 

Join the Progress Assoc. Events Committee for a day 
trip featuring a scenic 2-hour cruise on Newcastle 

Harbour aboard ‘William the Fourth,’ followed by lunch 
and an exploration of Newcastle Museum.

Date: Sat. 11th May 2024
Time: Coach departing 8.30am
Cost: $60 pp incl. return trip via coach 
and boat cruise (lunch at your expense)
For more info, contact Joe Foley on 
clarroculture@outlook.com

Cruise on ‘William The Fourth’  
& Explore Newcastle Museum
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TThhee  GGlleenn  OOaakk  DDoollll    HHoossppiittaall    
  

* Valuations 
* Identifications  
* First Class Repairs                                           
* Enquiries & Advice   

 Buying & Selling of Antique & Vintage Dolls 
    Phone Lin today for all your doll repair needs        

Phone:   4996 3316  

LUKE ATKINS 
 

Livestock Handling, Ag  
Spraying, General Farm  

Maintenance and Labour,  
Property Management 

 
0418 489 504 

 
lukeatkins88@bigpond.com 
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Hear us now on  
Dungog Radio!  

Every Wednesday  
after the 12 O’clock news. 

Clarence Town & District Historical Museum Assoc.

Young Citizen 
Recognition...
In late 2023, despite the heat, over 30 
members of the Maitland and District 
Historical Society visited our Museum. They 
enjoyed morning tea and tours led by our 
young helpers, James and Jack, and were 
impressed by Clarence Town’s permanent 
building for our collections.

The beginning of 2024 saw several members attend 
the Dungog Shire Australia Day Ceremony and Awards 
Presentation at the James Theatre. The Museum 
nominated James Ryan in the category of Young Citizen 
of the Year for his commitment via presentations, tours 
and cooking – all at the age of 12! 

Work is underway to move some of the collections 
around to refresh and be able to present a themed 
display in the future. Now, there’s a challenge!

Chris O’Neill, Museum Committee Secretary 
CTmuseum@outlook.com, 0491 346 491
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Clarence Town First Responders (CFR)

Join Our Community 
First Responder 
Team Today...
The Clarence Town CFR’s started 8 years ago 
to give urgent medical aid to our community 
before paramedics arrive on scene. In that 
time, we have helped over 1000 people 
responding to 000 calls. 

We have a couple of new members who will begin 
training soon. We need more members - Would you like 
to join our crew? You will become a member of the RFS 
and receive full training by NSW Ambulance. However, 
please note, you’ll need to live reasonably close to town 
as the response time is critical.

Please call me if you like to know more about our  
CFR team.

Brad Elloy, CFR Coordinator 
0417 651 577

Clarence Town Op Shop and Treasure Centre

Donations needed...
Visit our Op Shop from 8:30am to noon every 
Wednesday. Join us for a cuppa and explore 
our clothing and goods!

At the moment we have a sale on soccer and football 
boots at $3.00 per pair. The cotton waste (white or 
coloured) is $22.oo for a 10kg bag (incl. GST). If you’re 
gearing up for the colder weather, we’ll be transitioning 
to Winter fashions on the 27th March. 

We’re seeking donations of postage stamps for Missions, 
8 ply wool for ‘wrapped with love’, white T-shirts for rag 
sales, rugs and can ring-pulls.

As always, a huge thank you to our volunteers (without 
whom we could not operate) and a special welcome to 
our new volunteer, Curly. If you’d like to volunteer and 
have spare time every 6 weeks, please phone me on 
4994 9168 or come in any Wednesday morning at the 
Op shop. Thanks everyone for your patronage!

Gillian Finch 4994 9168 / 0477 326 142
St. John’s Anglican Church, Cnr of Grey & Queen Sts
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New South Wales Rural Fire Service

Stay Ahead of the 
Danger: Fire Safety 
Tips for Rural 
Landholders
Please do not let the wet weather give you a 
false sense of security. Brigades have been 
to numerous fires already so you do need to 
prepare your property whether it be a farm, 
acreage or a house block.
If you live on a rural property/acreage, there are 
simple tasks you need to complete to prepare your 
property for fire. A well-prepared property can: 

• Be easier for you or firefighters to defend.
• Give you more protection if a fire threatens 

suddenly and you cannot leave.
• Reduce the possibility of a fire spreading.
• Increase protection for valuable assets, such as 

stock, crops, infrastructure and machinery.

TOP 5 ACTIONS TO MAKE YOUR  
PROPERTY SAFER
1. CLEAR/SLASH: Clear flammable materials (e.g. gas 

cylinders) and slash areas of long, dry grass around 
structures like the home and sheds.

2. BURN: If you have the required permit / approval 
and training, conduct a controlled burn on your 
property to reduce fuel.

3. PLOUGH: Plough firebreaks around each paddock 
boundary to prevent the spread of fire.

4. ROTATE: Rotate stock across the property to ensure 
paddocks are well grazed.

5. PREPARE: Prepare and maintain hoses and water 
pumps in case you need to defend your property.

MORE PERMANENT PROTECTION FOR YOUR 
PROPERTY
1. Prepare a property map and action plan.
2. Clean and maintain machinery such as tractors, 

slashers, harvesters, welders and chainsaws.
3. Fit an approved spark arrestor. 
4. Carry a working water fire extinguisher (min. 9L 

liquid or 0.9kg dry powder) or knapsack (min. 16L).
5. Prepare a safer location for livestock.
6. Remove overhanging branches from power lines.
7. Ensure that a fire truck can access your property.
8. Place water pipes from dams underground and 

install a pump to the house.
9. Make sure hoses have spray nozzles attached.
10. Keep water tanks full and connected to pumps.

The Bush Fire Danger Period commenced on the 1st 
October 2023 and runs through to 30th March 2024. 
Permits are required to light a fire during this 
period. Contact your local Clarence Town RFS Brigade 
4996 4454. 

Owner/Occupiers are reminded that pile burns can 
only contain vegetation from your property. It is illegal 
to burn household or building waste. These must be 
disposed of through Council services or facilities. The 
following link to Dungog and Port Stephens 
Councils show their burning policies. www.
dungog.nsw.gov.au/live/open-burning-dungog-
shire-council-area

PREPARE, ACT, SURVIVE. 
Stay safe until next time, 
Di Bennett OAM, J.P., CMC. 
Lower Hunter District Community Engagement Team.  
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au for more information.
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  N & S  HARPER 
 

MOBILE MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Proudly servicing Clarence Town and  
surrounding districts since 1990 with friendly  

affordable Service 
 

Phone Neville and Sue 0438 192 736 
 

We come to you for your convenience. 
 

License No. MVRL29983 

From the Parson’s Pen 
 
TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass  rroouuttiinneellyy  iinn  yyeeaarrss  ggoonnee  bbyy  bbeeeenn    
rreegguullaarrllyy  ccoonnssuulltteedd  oonn  aallll  mmaannnneerr  ooff  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eetthhiiccaall  qquueessttiioonnss  
tthhaatt  ssoocciieettyy  rraaiisseess..  GGeenneerraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ccoommee  aanndd  ggoonnee  hhaavvee  aallll  
hhaavvee  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  ccoonntteennttiioouuss  iissssuueess  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass    
aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  iinnttoo  aanndd,,  ggiivvee  wwhheerree  ppoossssiibbllee  aa  rreessppoonnssee  tthhaatt  
((iiff  ddoonnee  wwiisseellyy))  sseeeekkss  ttoo  eennrriicchh  oouurr  lliivveess..  IInnvvaarriiaabbllyy  tthhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  
tthhoossee  cchhuurrcchh  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  wwhhoo  ssppeeaakk  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  ssqquuaarree  oonn  
mmaatttteerrss  ooff  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  aannyy  ssuubbjjeecctt,,  nneeeedd  ttoo  eexxpplloorree  tthhee  bbiigg    
qquueessttiioonnss  ooff  oouurr  ggeenneerraattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  lleennss  ooff  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  
kknnoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  aass  tthhee  vveerryy  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhiiss  wwiillll  rreeqquuiirree  aann    
eelleemmeenntt  ooff  tthhoouugghhttffuullnneessss  aass  wwee  llooookk  aatt  eeaacchh  pprroobblleemm  oorr    
ccoonntteennttiioouuss  iissssuuee  bbyy  aannaallyyssiinngg  wwhhaatt  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  tteellllss  uuss  iinn  aa  
CCrreeaattiioonn,,  FFaallll,,  RReeddeemmppttiioonn,,  NNeeww  CCrreeaattiioonn  ppaarraaddiiggmm..  WWhhaatt  ddooeess  
SSccrriippttuurree  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssaayy  aabboouutt  iissssuuee  XX  wwhheenn  wwee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  aallll  tthhaatt  wwee  
kknnooww  aabboouutt  GGoodd’’ss  CCrreeaattiioonn??  WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff    
hhuummaanniittyy  mmeeaann  ffoorr  iissssuuee  XX  aanndd  iittss  iimmppaaccttss,,  wwhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee    
rreeddeemmppttiioonn  wwee  ffiinndd  ppllaayyeedd  oouutt  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ssaayy  iinn    
rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  aann  iissssuuee  lliikkee  XX,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  
ccrreeaattiioonn  mmeeaann  ffoorr  iissssuuee  XX??  OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  tthhiiss  mmeetthhoodd  rreelliieess  oonn  aa  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aassssuummppttiioonnss,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  nnoott  mmeerreellyy  eevvoollvveedd  
aacccciiddeennttaall  ppoonndd  ssccuumm,,  tthhaatt  GGoodd  eexxiissttss,,  hhee  ccrreeaatteedd  aallll  tthhiinnggss,,  hhee  
hhaass  ssppookkeenn  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  pprroopphheettss,,  aanndd  mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  vviiaa  hhiiss  SSoonn,,  
tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  aass  rreeccoorrddeedd  iinn  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww    
TTeessttaammeennttss..  BBuutt  tthheenn  tthhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘PPaarrssoonn’’ss  PPeenn’’  aafftteerr  aallll..  TThhee    
mmeetthhoodd  aabboovvee  ccaann  bbee  aann  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  uusseeffuull  aanndd  ppoowweerrffuull  ttooooll  
wwhheenn  ssppeeaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  lliiffee’’ss  ccoommpplleexxiittiieess..  EEssppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  oouurr  oowwnn    
eenneerraattiioonn,,  wwhheerree  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  aa  mmoorree    
ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  eennddeeaavvoouurr  ffoorr  cceerrttaaiinn  aaccttiivviissttss  tthhaann  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  
eevveerr  wwaass..  TThhiiss  ssaadd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  hhaass  aatt  iittss  ccoorree  aa    
rreelluuccttaannccee  ttoo  bbee  ccoorrrreecctteedd  oovveerr  aannyytthhiinngg..  AA  rreelluuccttaannccee  ttoo  lliisstteenn  
ccaarreeffuullllyy  ttoo  aannootthheerr  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww  oorr  aalllloowwiinngg  oonnee’’ss  oowwnn    
pprreeccoonncceeiivveedd  iiddeeaass  ttoo  bbee  ffrreeeellyy  cchhaalllleennggeedd  wwiitthh  iinntteelllliiggeenntt    
ddiissccuussssiioonn..  IItt  sseeeemmss  iinn  mmaannyy  qquuaarrtteerrss,,  aass  aa  ssoocciieettyy  wwee  hhaavvee  lloosstt  ((oorr  
aatt  lleeaasstt  aarree  lloossiinngg))  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  ddiissaaggrreeeeiinngg  wweellll,,  aa  pprriinncciippllee  tthhaatt  hhaass  
hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy  sseeppaarraatteedd  cciivviilliisseedd  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  bbaarrbbaarriiaannss..  TThhee  ssaadd  
ffaacctt  iiss  tthhaatt  aa  ssoocciieettyy  tthhaatt  eennccoouurraaggeess  aanndd  mmaajjoorrss  iinn  mmeerreellyy    
uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn,,  ddooeess  ssoo  aatt  tthhee  ppeerriill  ooff  ttrruutthh..  TTrruutthh  nnoo    
lloonnggeerr  hhaass  ttrraaccttiioonn  iinn  aa  ssoocciieettyy  wwhheerree  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  
rreeiiggnnss  ssuupprreemmee,,  aanndd  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  tthhiinnggss  lliikkee  jjuussttiiccee,,  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff    
eexxpprreessssiioonn  aanndd  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  --  ddiiee..  AAuutthhoorr  aanndd  ccrriittiicc  ooff    
ssoovviieett  eerraa  CCoommmmuunniissmm,,  AAlleexxaannddeerr  SSoollzzhheenniittssyynn  kknneeww  wweellll  tthhee  
eeffffeeccttss  ooff  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  wwhheenn  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  iittss  llooggiiccaall    
ccoonncclluussiioonn..  HHiiss  bbooookk  tthhee  GGuullaagg  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  iiss  cchhiilllliinngg  iinn  iittss    
ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  wwhhaatt  ccaann  hhaappppeenn  wwhheenn  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  ttrruutthh  iiss    
rreeppllaacceedd  wwiitthh  SSttaattee  eennffoorrcceedd  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn..  WWhhyy  ddoo  II  
mmeennttiioonn  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss??  BBeeccaauussee  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  hhiimmsseellff  wwhhoo  
ccllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ttrruutthh..  ““II  aamm  tthhee  wwaayy,,  tthhee  ttrruutthh  aanndd  tthhee  lliiffee””    
JJeessuuss  ssaaiidd..  IInn  JJoohhnn  88::3311--3322  hhee  aallssoo  ssaaiidd,,  ““IIff  yyoouu  hhoolldd  ttoo  mmyy    
tteeaacchhiinngg,,  yyoouu  rreeaallllyy  aarree  mmyy  ddiisscciipplleess..  TThheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  kknnooww  tthhee  
ttrruutthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ttrruutthh  wwiillll  sseett  yyoouu  ffrreeee..””  OOuurr  ssoocciieettyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  hheeaarr  
tthheessee  wwoorrddss  ooff  oouurr  SSaavviioouurr  aass  mmuucchh  nnooww  aass  iinn  aannyyttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  
ppaasstt..  CCoouurraaggee  ttoo  bbee  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  GGoodd’’ss  WWoorrdd  iiss  wwhhaatt  iitt  ttaakkeess,,  aanndd  aa  
rreessoollvvee  tthhee  wwiitthhssttaanndd  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee  pprreessss,,  lloossss  ooff  pprriivviilleeggeess  oorr    
oouuttrriigghhtt  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  oouurr  wwaayy  wwhheenn  wwee  ddoo..    
CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iiss  ssttiillll  cchhaannggiinngg  ppeeoopplleess’’  lliivveess,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  aarree  bbeeiinngg  
ssaavveedd  ffoorr  aann  eetteerrnniittyy  ooff  ppaarraaddiissee  bbyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd..  BBuutt  aallll  tthhaatt  
ccoommeess  aatt  aa  ccoosstt,,  aass  iinnddeeeedd  iitt  sshhoouulldd..  AAfftteerr  aallll,,  oouurr  LLoorrdd  ssttaayyeedd  
ffaaiitthhffuull  aanndd  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  
eevveenn  ddeeaatthh  oonn  aa  ccrroossss..  EEaacchh  ttiimmee  wwee  aarree  ccrriittiicciisseedd  oorr    
mmaalliiggnneedd  ffoorr  oouurr  ooppiinniioonn  bbaasseedd  oonn  oouurr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  iinn  ssoommee  
wwaayy  wwee  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  CChhrriisstt..  AAnndd  wwhhiillee  tthhaatt  
hhuurrttss,,  wwee  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  ssttaanndd  ffiirrmm,,  kknnoowwiinngg  iitt  iiss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaakkee  ooff  tthhee  
ttrruutthh..  TThhee  TTrruutthh  tthhaatt  iiss  ppeerrssoonniiffiieedd  iinn  tthhee  lliiffee,,  ddeeaatthh,,  aanndd    
rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  GGrraaccee  aanndd  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  yyoouu  
ffrroomm  GGoodd  oouurr  FFaatthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  22  CCoorr  11::22    
  
IInn  CChhrriisstt,,  RReevv  AAllllaann  DD  WWeellcchh    
CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh    

Christ Church, Dungog.  
 

Dungog Mother’s Union thanks the Dungog High School 
teacher Mrs. Louise Knight and her students for coming to 
entertain us on Thursday 10th August. The students sang 
by themselves and in groups, played guitar, drum and    
piano, and we also had a dancer.  For some it was the first 
time they had performed in public.  We thank them all very 
much for coming and helping us to raise funds to send to 
our mission projects later.  We all enjoyed a lovely        
afternoon after the performance. 

We have our Markets on the 2nd of September and also the 
30th of September as that is the October long weekend and 
we have a Country Music Festival and Sculpture on the 
Farm on that weekend.  
We will also be having Markets on the 7th October and 4th 
November. 

Our Church Services are Friday 10.30 am at Christ Church 
and Sunday 8.30 am.  Sunday Nite Church at Christ 
Church is on the 4th Sunday 27th August and 24th        
September at 5 pm and St Peter’s in the Paddock is on the 
First Sunday 3rd September and 1st October at 5 pm.    
Everyone is most welcome to come along. 
Cuppa N Chat in the hall at 51 Dowling St, Dungog from 
9.30 am to 11 am. 

Op Shop open each Friday 8.30 am to 2 pm and on Market 
Days 8.30 am to 1 pm. 

Thanks 
MMaarrggaarreett  FFllaannnneerryy 
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29 Grey Street, Clarence Town
www.shineclarencetown.com.au

0491 209 114
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SOLICITOR 
W J Enright & Prentice 

Solicitors & Conveyancers 
 

124 Dowling Street, Dungog.  2420 
Phone:  4992 1730 

 

Email:  
mail@felixprentice.com.au 

TToo  ggeett  iinn  ttoouucchh  oouurr  eemmaaiill  iiss    
CCTTmuseum@outlook.com  ,,    

OOuurr  pphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr  iiss 00449911  334466  449911  ,,    
oorr  yyoouu  ccaann  rreeaacchh  uuss  tthhrroouugghh  FFaacceebbooookk.. 

Around The District 
 
 

Saturday the 29th of July saw perfect 
weather as the Port Stephen’s Choir  
began the day with their mix of music: the 
Mid- Winter Festival Museum Open Day had begun! 
Next was the fashion parade with four female and one male as models. As 
each model walked the concrete podium, a representative from the  
Australian Museum of Clothing in Maitland described the garments’ history 
as an item of fashion, and the materials used, and the original owners if 
known. While this continued, there was a chance to have valuables  
appraised by an expert. 
 
Once again, Cotton Sax entertained us with his eclectic mix of songs and 
instrumental tracks. The local scouts provided a BBQ and there was coffee 
or fresh ice cream available. Young James provided tours as required and 
young Jack took photos of the event. 
 
Two weeks later, the Museum hosted morning Tea and BBQ lunch for the 
Dungog Rattlin’ Bones and Engine Groans Club AGM and Ordinary  
Meeting. The museum also received a $100 donation from this Club. 
Yours truly wore two suits from the 1970’s and by an interesting  
coincidence, one of our lovely Senior Citizens had known the owners of 
these suits, John Morris OAM, Foundation member of the Maitland  
Repertory Theatre, and Mr N Pyle, from when she was growing up in 
Rutherford!  
 
A gentleman from Queensland sent some information about his German 
descendants who arrived at Clarence Town in 1855. They are the Heinz 
family and the Krohmann family. Their connections here seem tenuous. 
They remained only a short time here, although owning a block of land in 
Marshall Street till 1910,  before finding much success at Hill End in  
goldmining  and very successful at real estate in Woollahra in Sydney.  
       Chris O’Neill  
       (Secretary) 

Council Report   
 
Brig O Johnston Bridge 
 
Thank you to all those who made representations 
to government about the bridge. Under the NSW Heritage Act it 
is to be fully restored and used for traffic in some way. In order 
to avoid a lengthy closure, Transport for NSW has deferred  
restoration until a new bridge can be built. 
In 2021, grant funding for Council to build a replacement bridge 
was approved by the Federal and NSW Governments, and by 
December 2022 the design was finalised and approved by  
Heritage NSW. However, an additional $4.86 million was  
required to construct this design. 
 
While the extra funding was being sought, the Federal  
Government imposed a freeze on all its infrastructure spending 
with every project under review including their commitment of 
$8.8 million. No decision is expected until late September at the 
earliest.  
 
Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and Action Plan 
2023-2043 
 
Council’s Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and  
Action Plan 2023-2043 was placed on public exhibition last 
month and it’s displayed on Council’s website.  
Over the next two decades, Dungog Shire's population, and  
consequently its waste output, is projected to surge by over 
45%. But despite this potential increase, even a continuation of 
the present quantum of waste is a major concern that cannot be 
ignored.  
 
Sadly, local communities are forced to pay for disposing the 
multitude of packaging materials at the wrong end of the waste 
stream instead of placing this burden where the packaging is 
produced in the first place. There are several issues under  
consideration in the Draft Strategy: 
 
Firstly, there is commendable Commonwealth and State  
legislation intended to reduce the amount of waste and the most 
important target is to have a resource recovery rate of 80% by 
2030. There will be mandates for increased use of recycled  
materials in packaging etc. and plastics that cannot be recycled 
are supposed to be banned by 2025. Council is charged $94 for 
every tonne of waste delivered to the landfill and this increases 
with the CPI. 
 
Secondly, extending the expected life of the landfill is a major 
consideration of the Strategy because remediating the site will be 
expensive as will be options for its replacement. The waste  
strategy considers several scenarios predicting the expected life 
of the landfill and in particular options for extending it.  
 
One option under consideration is the introduction of a kerbside 
collection service with a third bin for food and garden waste 
(FOGO). This offers the potential to reduce waste to landfill by 
up to 50% and the material would be converted to compost. A 
FOGO service could be introduced when the current waste  
collection contract is renewed in 2025. 
 
Waste charges are determined on a user pays system aiming to 
be revenue neutral, but Council will also have to begin collecting 
funds in order to close the landfill when it has reached maximum 
capacity limits (at least $10 million). Whatever options are  
selected, our annual waste charges will need to increase. 
 
Your Local B Ward Councilors: 
Jessica Clark: 0421 451 716  
jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au 
Steve low: 02 4996 4022 stevelow49@tpg.com.au  

Sam Benson 
 0467 051 502 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday  
8:30 – 5:00pm 

 
Saturday  

8:30 – 12:00 noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Shop 2, 116 Prince 
Street, Clarence Town, Phone: 4996 3300 

Fax:4996 3344  

Did you know you can now order your medicines 
through an app?  

             
Clarence Town Pharmacy has partnered with MedAd-
visor, an app in which you can see all your prescrip-
tions in the one place and order them with just a few 

clicks!  
 

You can order your medications at any time and set 
reminders to take your medication. 

 

To get started bring your phone and prescriptions to 
the pharmacy and we will supply your unique sign up 

code. 
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 TUPPERWARE LOVERS! 
 

Prompt Delivery 
Book a Party 

Your  
Local Consultant 

 
LANA BATEY 

0438 027 182 
CHECK OUT MY FACEBOOK PAGE 

   SKT  PLASTERING 
      

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIALISING IN ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING  

INCLUDING PARTITION , 

WALLS  AND SUSPENDED CEILINGS.   

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL. 

PHONE - SHANNON - 0414 605 981 

ABN - 43 961 803 107   Lic.#  168662C 

 
CLARENCE TOWN  

FIRST RESPONDERS (CFR) 
 

 The Australian Road Rescue Organisation (ARRO) is the peak body in 
Australasia for the development and exchange of information, knowledge 
and skills in road and trauma rescue.  Every year ARRO conducts a  
challenge and invites teams from across Australasia from all emergency 
services agencies to participate in a variety of road rescue and trauma 
related challenges.  Why am I telling you this?   
 
Earlier this year the NSW RFS was invited to participate in the ARRO 
challenge for the first time.  The RFS was invited to compete in the  
Trauma and CPR challenge events.  The ARRO challenge this year was 
held in Adelaide.  The RFS identified the Clarence Town CFR group, due 
to its high level of activity and success within the community, to enter into 
the challenge.   
 
Our CFR group put out expressions of interest amongst its members and 
four members put their hand up and were selected (2 teams of 2) to enter 
the challenge.  Emma Hallahan and Shaun Cox were one team and  
Wendy Trevethan and myself were the second team.  Our Captain, Alex 
Weston was our team manager and organiser.  The teams trained for the 
event, honing their skills around a whole variety of trauma related  
incidents.   
 
Given this was our first year competing in the ARRO Challenge, we  
wanted to do our best but ultimately learn from and enjoy the experience 
and hopefully be invited back again. 
 
Between June 28 and July 2, we were in Adelaide at the event.  The first 
day was a symposium where we were provided with some major incident 
and disaster case studies from around the world and taught some current 
recognised trauma response techniques.  The next three days was when 
we competed.  Whilst we were at the event only for the Trauma and CPR 
challenge, the opportunity to watch and learn from the Road Rescue 
exhibits and challenges was truly worthwhile as well.  Plus, we were  
supporting our friends from Port Stephens SES.   
 
Our teams had to compete in two separate trauma challenges and the 
CPR challenge.  The trauma scenarios were very real to life.  The  
preparation that went into setting up the trauma incident and scene was 
terrific and presented our teams with very real to life situations.  The 
types of traumas included impalements, amputated limbs, serious head 
injuries, major burns to large parts of the body, life threatening  
haemorrhages, quad bike accidents, circular saw accidents and  
combinations of all the above.   
 
Going in a bit green and having to rely on response kits that were foreign 
to the team was a bit of a challenge in itself.  The teams had no idea 
going into each challenge what they would be faced with.  It wasn’t until 
the team was escorted into the challenge pit that they first identified the 
trauma they were faced with managing.  The teams had 15 minutes in 
total to manage and treat the casualty which included a thorough  
handover to the assessors at the end as we would normally do on the 
arrival of paramedics to the scene.  
 
Emma and Shaun were faced with an amputated left leg above the knee 
with massive blood loss and a head injury for their first trauma and the 
second one was an impalement which was a steel rod through the upper 
thigh.  Wendy and I were faced with a fireworks explosion incident which 
caused full thickness burns to the whole front of the persons body and 
the second scenario was a life threatening spurting arterial bleed to the 
thigh and a hand stuck in a circular saw.   
 
Both teams worked really well together, were able to switch on to the 
incident they were faced with and provide the appropriate treatment really 
well.  Both teams received very good feedback from the assessors with 
scores in the High to Thorough level.  Out of the 29 teams competing in 
the Trauma challenge event our two teams ranked 13 and 16  
respectively.  The organisers of the event were very satisfied with our 
teams’ efforts and level of competence, which prompted an extended 
invitation for NSW RFS to future challenge events.  The RFS has decided 
that Clarence Town RFS will provide the entry teams for next years 
event.  Well done Clarence Town CFR group. By the way, we also did 
really well in the CPR challenge.   
 
The team came away from the event feeling very proud of the way they 
had performed and the result achieved as well as being able to represent 
the NSW RFS to a high standard.  The team has come back with some 
great insights and learnings into responding to trauma incidents which 
has been passed onto the rest of the Clarence Town CFR group and will 
help the CFR group to provide a high level of service to our community.      

Brad Elloy  
0417 651 577 

*New Constructions  

*Renovations 

*Shed Fit-outs  

*Bathrooms 

Individual Tax Returns, Small Business 
Accounting & Self-Managed Super Funds

Stuart Flinn - CPA & Tax Agent 0407 956 264 
stuart@flinnaccounting.com.au
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Clarence Town Tennis Club

Summer Social 
Nights, Memberships 
and Hotshots 
We are back into the swing of things for 2024. 
Our Summer Social night competition has 
kicked off on Thursday nights. 

Club memberships are due as well for many members 
and can be paid online here (www.play.tennis.com.au/
clarencetownanddistricttennisclub/Membership/Join) 
and direct transfer. Hotshots for the kids has started 
back on Saturday morning and it’s great to see our 
regulars returning plus several new members! It is also 
good to see a bit more social court hire as well. 

We have a great little club so it is  
good to see the courts being used.  
Contact Gai or I to gain access  
to the courts. Thanks Brad.

Brad (0417 651 577)  
Gai (0419 600 219)
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  GGooiinngg    oonn    HHoolliiddaayyss?? 
Can’t take your pet with you? 

PPeett  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn        

Phone Sue on 4996 5528 
Dogs and Cats - $15.00 per day 

Sorry—we are CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY                        
and CHRISTMAS DAY 

      Clarence Town  
Tennis Club 

Our AGM was held in June and the 
same members were returned to the 
committee positions.   

We have not run a night competition through Winter  
however we are preparing for the upcoming warmer 
weather and our Spring night competition.   
 
This will start when school term three commences and I 
am taking names now for anyone keen to have a game..     
 It is a social night competition so no sheep stations.   
 
Our Hot Shots has continued through winter with reduced 
numbers due to other sporting commitments and we look 
forward to seeing our 
young people back with 
us as those sports wind 
up for the year.   

 Clarence Town Public School  
 
SPOTLIGHT ON CLARENCE TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 
Term 3 has been an exciting and amazing space to be in at     
Clarence Town Public School. The opportunities our students 
have had the opportunity to experience and participate in this 
term reflect the development of the whole child from emotional 
and social to academic, sporting, arts, science, robotics,          
environmental education, technology and health and hygiene. 

We had multiple sporting events as the term progressed, starting 
with the Zone Athletics Carnival. We had 32 students represent 
our school at this event. Congratulations to all students for their 
sportsmanship and participation. This is the beginning of the elite 
sport pathway for our students and every one of them is to be 
congratulated for their selection. These sporting opportunities 
continued last week with our boys Softball Team playing in the 
PSSA Competition. This is a new and developing sport for    
Clarence Town Public School and our team did us very proud 
with this great sportsmanship, effort, and positive attitude. Our 
Netball Team participated in a local round robin gala day and 
were undefeated across their draw, once again wonderful    
sportsmanship was on display throughout the day. 

Week 3 saw us start our celebrations of 175 years of Public   
Education in NSW. Education Week is celebrated annually in 
Week 3 of Term 3. The theme will focus on learning from our 
past, celebrating our achievements and embracing the future with 
confidence. Our school Open Day was a great success and    
showcased our partnerships with the P&C as well as our      
classrooms and great teaching and learning opportunities. This 
was followed by our Community of Schools Awards night. This 
was hosted by Dungog High School. Our school Starstruck group 
performed at this event. We continue to be energised by our    
dedicated staff in preparing our young people to be agile thinkers 
and lifelong learners from their early childhood education to  
post-school pathways. 

This week is National Science Week and Mrs Thomas has an 
exciting week of activities planned with explosions and Natural 
Science on display at Lunch and recess on Monday and Tuesday 
its robotics and lava lamps and snow globes! Our environmental 
education continues each week with our garden, worm farm,  
recycling, nutrition, and this week the students are responding to 
a poll to determine their favourite sound. 

After a week of in school public speaking competitions across 
each stage we now have 8 students representing our school at the 
Hunter Schools Public Speaking Competition. In Early Stage 1 
we are represented by Reid and Isla, in Stage 1 by Indie and 
Evie, in Stage 2 by Matilda and Stirling and in Stage 3 by Ella 
and Shae. This is a wonderful experience for our students to 
showcase their talents to a wider audience. As you can see    
amazing things are happening at CTPS for all our students across 
all areas of development and growth. We look forward to the      
continued success and building sustainable programs in the 
weeks and years to come. 

Mr Tom Bannister, who has supported our school and attended 
our annual ANZAC services passed away recently. Mr Bannister 
had been attending our ANZAC Services for 18 years as well as 
coordinating the Dungog RSL Subbranch prize for our annual 
Presentation Day. He was a truly great role model for our       
students and will be sadly missed.  

We send our condolences to his 
family and friends. 

See you on the court. 
Brad (0417 651 577),  

Gai (0419 600 219) 

Dannii Jeffery 0411 444 242 

C
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Y WEDNESDAYS
5PM-6PM

Registration Link

playfootball.com.au

Clarence Town Kookaburras FC

WANT TO PLAYWANT TO PLAY
SOCCER?SOCCER?

Boys & Girls
Ages 5 years +
All skill levels welcome

COME AND JOIN US!COME AND JOIN US!
CLARENCE TOWN KOOKABURRAS FCCLARENCE TOWN KOOKABURRAS FC

REG FORD OVAL
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 Edser Plant & Civil Pty Ltd 
Glen Oak 

 
All Types of excavation work 

 

* Road Construction  
* Land Clearing   

* Dam Construction 
* Stump Removal 

 

The supply and delivery of   
 

*Road base *Sand *Gravel *Soil 
 

Excavators - 2.5, 8, 14, 20 ton 
Posi track 6 in 1 bucket & forks 

All size buckets, rock hammer & Hydraulic grabs 
Bogie Tipper Trucks & trucks & dogs - Water Cart 

Over 30 years experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone Simon on 0423 517 857 or 4988 6180 

 

Martial Arts Classes in  Clarence Town for 
all levels and ages from 8 years 
 
Gain Confidence, Focus and Self Discipline 
 
Improve Fitness and Co-ordination 
 
IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy  OOffffeerr::  33  wweeeekkss  ccllaasssseess  PPLLUUSS  aa  
uunniiffoorrmm  $$3399..9955  
 
T: 0416 197 644 

KKOORRYYUU  UUCCHHIINNAADDII  
  

NNEEWWCCAASSTTLLEE  

1st Clarence Town Scouts

Kicking Off 2024 with 
Exciting Ventures...
Clarence Town Scouts (Joeys/Cubs/Scouts and 
Ventures) have returned for the year. We meet 
every Tuesday at 6:30pm.

During the Christmas break our 4 Ventures had a great 
10 days in Victoria attending ‘Venture 24’. We have 
started planning our activities for the new year starting 
with a bush walk for our cubs and scouts. Our Ventures 
are planning an overnight hike in preparation for 
Dragon skin which is a 3 day camping competition.

We are always on the lookout for more youth members 
to join our group to start their adventure!

Please contact Robyn (0400 033 873) or Mark  
(0408 425 092) for any further information.



The Dungog District Chamber of Commerce 

A Call to Action 
to Address Youth 
Disengagement 
The Dungog District Chamber of Commerce 
(DDCC) committee, have been concerned 
for some time about the often spoken about 
“youth disengagement” in the Dungog Shire, 
and particularly in the Clarence Town area. 

While we are the Chamber and represent business, we 
strongly feel and have feedback on to support, that this 
is affecting both the business and the community of this 
Shire. This disengagement has reportedly manifested 
itself by incidents of repeated vandalism and anti-social 
behaviour.

This is not only concerning for residents, but will greatly 
affect our wonderful image of community, rural and 
healthy lifestyle, and low crime rate that is associated 
strongly with the Shire. Once a reputation is damaged, it 
is very hard to reverse and repair.

We don’t have all the answers and we don’t want to 
assume what should be done to help, so we are calling a 
public meeting with special invitations to organisations 
such as yourselves plus community, sporting, schools, 
police, community services and political representation. 

We are hopeful and strongly believe that discussion will 
ignite interest, bring forth some ideas and plans, and 
generally engage the whole community to find solutions. 
It’s like the adage – it takes a village to raise a child – so 
lets see if we can help to raise a teenager or two. 

This meeting of like-minded and invested in community 
people – will be an opportunity to focus on the positives 
and produce some ideas of how we can bring about 
positive behaviour through community driven actions. 
We are proposing a time and place for this forum to 
be on Monday evening, 25th March 2024 at the 
Clarence Town Bowling Club with a 6.30pm 
start. We will have an Agenda ready and will keep to 
task to ensure that the evening is structured and has 
outcomes. 

COMMUNITY & EVENTS
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We hope you can join us 
and please encourage 
others to come along. 
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Parvo Virus Outbreak 
– Protect Your Pets 
with Vaccinations
There has been a recent outbreak of Parvo 
Virus in the Metford, Maitland and Raymond 
Terrace areas. Parvo Virus causes severe bloody 
diarrhoea in dogs. It is especially dangerous for 
puppies, but can also affect adult dogs. 
People often think their dog is safe from Parvo (as it never 
leaves the yard or farm), however the virus can survive 
in grass and soil for over 5 years and can be brought to 
your property on shoes. If your dog is overdue for a Parvo 
vaccination, we highly recommend an annual booster. 

For puppies, it’s recommended they have 3 vaccinations, 
the 1st at 6 weeks, 2nd at 10 weeks and 3rd at 14 weeks 
of age. Parvo virus is different to other diarrhoeas, as 
it’s often fatal. Without treatment, the majority of dogs 
will die. With treatment, there are still many that do not 
survive. Vaccination is the only way of protecting your 
dog. Please call us if you would like to discuss further.

Alex Merrick & the Williams River Vet Team 4996 4441 

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

Open SOME Saturday mornings 9am - 11.30am

We cater for all your pet, farm,  
equine medical and surgical needs

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM 
WILLIAMS RIVER VET CLINIC
As many of you know, we are struggling  
with a nationwide veterinary shortage. 
This is impacting ours, any many other  
local clinics severely. 
Due to this, we have had to cease our after hours 
service. However, we hope this isn’t permanent and are 
looking to find more vets in the near future.

Although short staffed, we ARE still servicing both 
small and large animals. Of course emergencies take 
priority and are unpredictable, but we are doing our 
best to accommodate everyone. We ask that you book 
routine appointments/procedures in advance, rather 
than at short notice.

We have reduced our opening hours to Monday-Friday 
9am-5pm and opening on SOME Saturday mornings.

We have had some great locum vets helping us over 
the past few months, and we thank you for being so 
welcoming to them. Although we have downsized in 
staff, you will still see many familiar faces in the clinic. 
Please give us a call with any questions/booking 
enquiries, and we thank you all for your patience and 
support during this shortage.

Phone: 49964441 
Email: Williams.river.vets@gmail.com
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The Tooth Whisperer
Horse Dentist Brad Whalan EqDT

www.thetoothwhisperer.com.au

CLARENCE TOWN 0417 245 244

We provide comprehensive mobile and 
farm services for small and  

large animals, including consultations, 
vaccinations, routine surgery, 

ultrasound, x-ray, dental and pathology. 
Additionally, we offer a wide selection 

of quality pet foods, accessories, 
natural health products, and various 

parasite control products.

Call 4996 4441 
28 Grey Street, Clarence Town| 

Dr Jasmin Klocker BVSc & Assoc. 
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Clarence Town

STOCKING ALL YOUR  
SODA STREAM PRODUCTS

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR  
45kg GAS THROUGH US

Why shop elsewhere when there is so much to offer on your doorstep?

22 Grey Street, Clarence Town
Phone 4996 4555
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Dungog Council Report

New Clarence 
Town Bridge and 
Infrastructure 
Updates
As previously reported, the Commonwealth 
Govn. increased its commitment to $9,581,000 
for the new bridge with the expectation that 
the NSW Government would match it. 

This shift from an 80/20 to a 50/50 funding split 
affects various NSW projects. Minister for Roads, Jenny 
Aitchison MP, surveyed Dungog Shire’s roads, aiming to 
facilitate tender calls soon.

Road Works
The Duke Street rehabilitation totaled $863,500. The 
road’s unusual profile near Rifle Street accommodates 
its significant slope to aid water dispersion. Queen 
Street’s rehabilitation, costing $766,755 (including 
$200,000 from SRV), will commence post-Easter due to 

project delays. Grant funding from the Commonwealth’s 
LRCI Program will facilitate footpath construction on Queen 
Street’s eastern side and Durham Street, completing the 
“School to Pool” project near the Rugby/Cricket oval.

Grant Applications Submitted
The Clarence Town Progress Association has agreed 
to co fund two grant applications seeking NSW 
Government funding to install exercise equipment at the 
Village Green and solar lighting at the Cenotaph. The 
Clarence Town ANZAC Committee will also contribute 
towards the lights. 

Review Local Govn. Financial Sustainability
The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal 
(IPART) will assess local government finances to tackle 
rising costs and ensure sustainability. They’ll engage 
with councils and the public to produce a report for the 
Government by mid-2025. Draft review terms are open 
for public feedback until March 15 at www.haveyoursay.
nsw.gov.au/local-government-tor.

Your Local B Ward Councillors: 
Jessica Clark 0421 451 716 
 jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au
Steve low 4996 4022  
steve.low49@gmail.com
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From the  
Parson’s Pen
I read a fascinating article recently in the Myall 
Coast ‘News of the Area’. It was a valid attempt 
to provide a secular rationale behind what is 
important and makes us happy in life. 

The author included a meme that is quite amusing on 
a superficial level, but underscores a deeper problem. I 
reproduce it here, “The next time you dislike your life, 
remember it’s all about perspective. I have a friend who 
reads two to three books each week, works out twice a 
day, has no financial worries and has people who want 
to have sex with him all the time. And yet he constantly 
complains about how much he hates being in prison.”

The author outlines a list of things he is convinced will 
ensure a happy fulfilled life centred around having 
friends who are available for us in our time of need. He 
calls them ‘quality friends’ – and claims they are the 
source of a perfect, safe and satisfying life. And yet at the 
end of the article one can’t help feel empty. Why is that? 

I’d argue it’s because each one of those ‘friends with 
benefits’ may or may not be present, which adds to the 
stress of the situation. What if there’s a falling out? Or 
one of them dies or is no longer on the scene to help? 
The absence of those friends has the capacity to unhinge 
the best of us, if that is where all our hope lies.

The article was about as good as it gets – that is, it was 
all the secular response can hope to achieve. Get friends 
(doesn’t say how) who do stuff for you to make you feel 
fulfilled. The secular world cannot escape the prison 
of majoring merely in levels of personal individualistic 
satisfaction, a predisposition to a consumer mentality 
so to speak. Like the prisoner in the meme above, 
secularists are trapped in the limited perspective of the 
here and now, without true hope for an eternal future.

But there is more to what was presented. Christians are 
members of a citizenry, who gather together (and this is 
what the article really misses out on) to serve others 
who are serving us. Our horizontal relationships are a 
vital manifestation of our vertical relationship with God 
himself, and our identity, that which makes us who we 
are, that spiritual connection can never be severed by 
any means.

Absolutely we miss our Christian friends and grieve 
when they die, but not like those who have no hope 
because Jesus died and rose again, and those who have 

St. John’s Anglican Church
36 Grey St, Clarence Town 
Pastor: Rev Kimbalee Hodges

Service Times: Every Sunday, Holy Communion at 10am

The current church of St. John’s, will be 118 
years old this year. Quite an achievement for 
a small band of faithful worshippers, I think. 
Thank you to all who care the church and 
grounds in any way. Your efforts are very much 
appreciated.

I want to pass on our grateful thanks to Brian and Norma 
Pearce from our Parish’s Bendolba Centre, who donated a 
load of gravel for the Glen William Cemetery driveway. It has 
made a great difference for those parishioners who visit the 
cemetery.

We had a lovely Pancake night on the 13th February with 30 
people attending. Thank you to those who helped with the 
evening. We welcomed a new “cook” on the night, my great 
grandson, Caleb, who did a great job for his first night and 
he seemed to be enjoying himself too. Well done Caleb. The 
toppings provided were delicious with a comment from a 
parishioner that they were the best he had tasted.

Our prayers and sympathy to the Gorton family with the 
passing of Larry. Also to the Leayr family at the passing of 
Noel, and the Evans family at the passing of Terry and to any 
others who are mourning the loss of loved-ones. May God give 
you comfort and peace and we are so sorry for your loss.

With Lent being early this year, our Harvest Festival will be on 
Sunday 10th March following our 10am service. The proceeds 
from the auction of produce and cooking will go to Missions, 
as usual. This is a great event for a great cause, so do come 
along and join in. Any donations of produce or cooking will be 
much appreciated.

Sue Flannery

believed will also rise again with him (1 Thessalonians 
4:13,14). There is something totally unique, rich and 
attractive about the Christian community gathering 
together as his people, not just being served, but serving 
each other in self sacrificial ways. There is a joy and level 
of certainty the secular world has a hard time competing 
with, and from a spiritual and eternal perspective, isn’t 
even in the race.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

Rev Allan D Welch, Pastor 
Clarence Town Presbyterian Church. 
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Get Spruced 
 

Local painter servicing all Maitland, 
Clarence Town and Dungog areas     

 *  Interior and exterior painting 
     *  Water pressure cleaning 

     *  Solar panel cleaning 
         

Phone Greg - 0404 682 759 
          Web:  www.getspruced.com.au 

RRoobbyynn  KKeelllleerr  
Religious Marriage Celebrant 
02 4996 4061    0400 033 873   

    robynak@aapt.net.au 
 

It is your wedding 

DRESSMAKER 
Specializing in Alterations 
 

DEBBIE 
0448 999 625 
Clarence Town 
PROMPT SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phone Bryce 
0409 250 355 

4938 5441 
Email: t_giuffre@bigpond 

QQUUAALLIITTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
Driveways  Dams 

 

Arenas  House Sites 
 

Landscape Supplies 
 

 

D6 Dozer  Posi 
 

8 & 14 Ton Excavators  Hammer 
 

Tipper Hire 
 

 

wisemansexcavation@gmail.com 

debbiehammond24@dodo.com 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
41 Rifle St, Clarence Town 
Pastor: Rev Andrew Doohan

Service Times: Every Sunday 8am

The Easter Season, believe it or not, is fast 
approaching. Shrove Tuesday, as usual at the 
Anglican Church Hall, hosted by our Anglican 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and what a great 
job they do. The pancakes are delicious!

This was followed, on Ash Wednesday morning, by Mass 
at 8am at St. Patrick’s together with the signing on the 
forehead with the Holy Ashes. We are also holding a Lenten 
discussion group each Thursday evening during Lent, 
commencing at 5.30pm for about 1 hour. All welcome.

Praise the Lord for the lovely rain we have had recently. 
Hopefully more will come. My garden is very grateful. 
May this Holy Season bring us all blessings and happiness.

We also welcome Deacon Solomon who is staying at 
Dungog Presbytery for 12 months as he studies towards 
priesthood. We pray that God will bless his journey.

In Christ, Marilyn Amos
8 

 

  N & S  HARPER 
 

MOBILE MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Proudly servicing Clarence Town and  
surrounding districts since 1990 with friendly  

affordable Service 
 

Phone Neville and Sue 0438 192 736 
 

We come to you for your convenience. 
 

License No. MVRL29983 

From the Parson’s Pen 
 
TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass  rroouuttiinneellyy  iinn  yyeeaarrss  ggoonnee  bbyy  bbeeeenn    
rreegguullaarrllyy  ccoonnssuulltteedd  oonn  aallll  mmaannnneerr  ooff  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eetthhiiccaall  qquueessttiioonnss  
tthhaatt  ssoocciieettyy  rraaiisseess..  GGeenneerraattiioonnss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ccoommee  aanndd  ggoonnee  hhaavvee  aallll  
hhaavvee  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  ccoonntteennttiioouuss  iissssuueess  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  hhaass    
aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ssppeeaakk  iinnttoo  aanndd,,  ggiivvee  wwhheerree  ppoossssiibbllee  aa  rreessppoonnssee  tthhaatt  
((iiff  ddoonnee  wwiisseellyy))  sseeeekkss  ttoo  eennrriicchh  oouurr  lliivveess..  IInnvvaarriiaabbllyy  tthhiiss  rreeqquuiirreess  
tthhoossee  cchhuurrcchh  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  wwhhoo  ssppeeaakk  iinnttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  ssqquuaarree  oonn  
mmaatttteerrss  ooff  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  aannyy  ssuubbjjeecctt,,  nneeeedd  ttoo  eexxpplloorree  tthhee  bbiigg    
qquueessttiioonnss  ooff  oouurr  ggeenneerraattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  lleennss  ooff  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  
kknnoowwnn  ttoo  uuss  aass  tthhee  vveerryy  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd..  TThhiiss  wwiillll  rreeqquuiirree  aann    
eelleemmeenntt  ooff  tthhoouugghhttffuullnneessss  aass  wwee  llooookk  aatt  eeaacchh  pprroobblleemm  oorr    
ccoonntteennttiioouuss  iissssuuee  bbyy  aannaallyyssiinngg  wwhhaatt  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  tteellllss  uuss  iinn  aa  
CCrreeaattiioonn,,  FFaallll,,  RReeddeemmppttiioonn,,  NNeeww  CCrreeaattiioonn  ppaarraaddiiggmm..  WWhhaatt  ddooeess  
SSccrriippttuurree  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssaayy  aabboouutt  iissssuuee  XX  wwhheenn  wwee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  aallll  tthhaatt  wwee  
kknnooww  aabboouutt  GGoodd’’ss  CCrreeaattiioonn??  WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff    
hhuummaanniittyy  mmeeaann  ffoorr  iissssuuee  XX  aanndd  iittss  iimmppaaccttss,,  wwhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee    
rreeddeemmppttiioonn  wwee  ffiinndd  ppllaayyeedd  oouutt  bbyy  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ssaayy  iinn    
rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  aann  iissssuuee  lliikkee  XX,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  
ccrreeaattiioonn  mmeeaann  ffoorr  iissssuuee  XX??  OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  tthhiiss  mmeetthhoodd  rreelliieess  oonn  aa  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  aassssuummppttiioonnss,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  nnoott  mmeerreellyy  eevvoollvveedd  
aacccciiddeennttaall  ppoonndd  ssccuumm,,  tthhaatt  GGoodd  eexxiissttss,,  hhee  ccrreeaatteedd  aallll  tthhiinnggss,,  hhee  
hhaass  ssppookkeenn  tthhrroouugghh  hhiiss  pprroopphheettss,,  aanndd  mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  vviiaa  hhiiss  SSoonn,,  
tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  aass  rreeccoorrddeedd  iinn  tthhee  OOlldd  aanndd  NNeeww    
TTeessttaammeennttss..  BBuutt  tthheenn  tthhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘PPaarrssoonn’’ss  PPeenn’’  aafftteerr  aallll..  TThhee    
mmeetthhoodd  aabboovvee  ccaann  bbee  aann  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  uusseeffuull  aanndd  ppoowweerrffuull  ttooooll  
wwhheenn  ssppeeaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  lliiffee’’ss  ccoommpplleexxiittiieess..  EEssppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  oouurr  oowwnn    
eenneerraattiioonn,,  wwhheerree  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  aa  mmoorree    
ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  eennddeeaavvoouurr  ffoorr  cceerrttaaiinn  aaccttiivviissttss  tthhaann  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  
eevveerr  wwaass..  TThhiiss  ssaadd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  hhaass  aatt  iittss  ccoorree  aa    
rreelluuccttaannccee  ttoo  bbee  ccoorrrreecctteedd  oovveerr  aannyytthhiinngg..  AA  rreelluuccttaannccee  ttoo  lliisstteenn  
ccaarreeffuullllyy  ttoo  aannootthheerr  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww  oorr  aalllloowwiinngg  oonnee’’ss  oowwnn    
pprreeccoonncceeiivveedd  iiddeeaass  ttoo  bbee  ffrreeeellyy  cchhaalllleennggeedd  wwiitthh  iinntteelllliiggeenntt    
ddiissccuussssiioonn..  IItt  sseeeemmss  iinn  mmaannyy  qquuaarrtteerrss,,  aass  aa  ssoocciieettyy  wwee  hhaavvee  lloosstt  ((oorr  
aatt  lleeaasstt  aarree  lloossiinngg))  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  ddiissaaggrreeeeiinngg  wweellll,,  aa  pprriinncciippllee  tthhaatt  hhaass  
hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy  sseeppaarraatteedd  cciivviilliisseedd  ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  bbaarrbbaarriiaannss..  TThhee  ssaadd  
ffaacctt  iiss  tthhaatt  aa  ssoocciieettyy  tthhaatt  eennccoouurraaggeess  aanndd  mmaajjoorrss  iinn  mmeerreellyy    
uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn,,  ddooeess  ssoo  aatt  tthhee  ppeerriill  ooff  ttrruutthh..  TTrruutthh  nnoo    
lloonnggeerr  hhaass  ttrraaccttiioonn  iinn  aa  ssoocciieettyy  wwhheerree  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  
rreeiiggnnss  ssuupprreemmee,,  aanndd  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  tthhiinnggss  lliikkee  jjuussttiiccee,,  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff    
eexxpprreessssiioonn  aanndd  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  --  ddiiee..  AAuutthhoorr  aanndd  ccrriittiicc  ooff    
ssoovviieett  eerraa  CCoommmmuunniissmm,,  AAlleexxaannddeerr  SSoollzzhheenniittssyynn  kknneeww  wweellll  tthhee  
eeffffeeccttss  ooff  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn  wwhheenn  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  iittss  llooggiiccaall    
ccoonncclluussiioonn..  HHiiss  bbooookk  tthhee  GGuullaagg  AArrcchhiippeellaaggoo  iiss  cchhiilllliinngg  iinn  iittss    
ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  wwhhaatt  ccaann  hhaappppeenn  wwhheenn  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  ttrruutthh  iiss    
rreeppllaacceedd  wwiitthh  SSttaattee  eennffoorrcceedd  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  ooff  ooppiinniioonn..  WWhhyy  ddoo  II  
mmeennttiioonn  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss??  BBeeccaauussee  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  hhiimmsseellff  wwhhoo  
ccllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ttrruutthh..  ““II  aamm  tthhee  wwaayy,,  tthhee  ttrruutthh  aanndd  tthhee  lliiffee””    
JJeessuuss  ssaaiidd..  IInn  JJoohhnn  88::3311--3322  hhee  aallssoo  ssaaiidd,,  ““IIff  yyoouu  hhoolldd  ttoo  mmyy    
tteeaacchhiinngg,,  yyoouu  rreeaallllyy  aarree  mmyy  ddiisscciipplleess..  TThheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  kknnooww  tthhee  
ttrruutthh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ttrruutthh  wwiillll  sseett  yyoouu  ffrreeee..””  OOuurr  ssoocciieettyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  hheeaarr  
tthheessee  wwoorrddss  ooff  oouurr  SSaavviioouurr  aass  mmuucchh  nnooww  aass  iinn  aannyyttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  
ppaasstt..  CCoouurraaggee  ttoo  bbee  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  GGoodd’’ss  WWoorrdd  iiss  wwhhaatt  iitt  ttaakkeess,,  aanndd  aa  
rreessoollvvee  tthhee  wwiitthhssttaanndd  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee  pprreessss,,  lloossss  ooff  pprriivviilleeggeess  oorr    
oouuttrriigghhtt  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  oouurr  wwaayy  wwhheenn  wwee  ddoo..    
CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  iiss  ssttiillll  cchhaannggiinngg  ppeeoopplleess’’  lliivveess,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  aarree  bbeeiinngg  
ssaavveedd  ffoorr  aann  eetteerrnniittyy  ooff  ppaarraaddiissee  bbyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd..  BBuutt  aallll  tthhaatt  
ccoommeess  aatt  aa  ccoosstt,,  aass  iinnddeeeedd  iitt  sshhoouulldd..  AAfftteerr  aallll,,  oouurr  LLoorrdd  ssttaayyeedd  
ffaaiitthhffuull  aanndd  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  tthhee  FFaatthheerr,,  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  
eevveenn  ddeeaatthh  oonn  aa  ccrroossss..  EEaacchh  ttiimmee  wwee  aarree  ccrriittiicciisseedd  oorr    
mmaalliiggnneedd  ffoorr  oouurr  ooppiinniioonn  bbaasseedd  oonn  oouurr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh,,  iinn  ssoommee  
wwaayy  wwee  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinnggss  ooff  CChhrriisstt..  AAnndd  wwhhiillee  tthhaatt  
hhuurrttss,,  wwee  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ttoo  ssttaanndd  ffiirrmm,,  kknnoowwiinngg  iitt  iiss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaakkee  ooff  tthhee  
ttrruutthh..  TThhee  TTrruutthh  tthhaatt  iiss  ppeerrssoonniiffiieedd  iinn  tthhee  lliiffee,,  ddeeaatthh,,  aanndd    
rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  GGrraaccee  aanndd  ppeeaaccee  ttoo  yyoouu  
ffrroomm  GGoodd  oouurr  FFaatthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  22  CCoorr  11::22    
  
IInn  CChhrriisstt,,  RReevv  AAllllaann  DD  WWeellcchh    
CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh    

Christ Church, Dungog.  
 

Dungog Mother’s Union thanks the Dungog High School 
teacher Mrs. Louise Knight and her students for coming to 
entertain us on Thursday 10th August. The students sang 
by themselves and in groups, played guitar, drum and    
piano, and we also had a dancer.  For some it was the first 
time they had performed in public.  We thank them all very 
much for coming and helping us to raise funds to send to 
our mission projects later.  We all enjoyed a lovely        
afternoon after the performance. 

We have our Markets on the 2nd of September and also the 
30th of September as that is the October long weekend and 
we have a Country Music Festival and Sculpture on the 
Farm on that weekend.  
We will also be having Markets on the 7th October and 4th 
November. 

Our Church Services are Friday 10.30 am at Christ Church 
and Sunday 8.30 am.  Sunday Nite Church at Christ 
Church is on the 4th Sunday 27th August and 24th        
September at 5 pm and St Peter’s in the Paddock is on the 
First Sunday 3rd September and 1st October at 5 pm.    
Everyone is most welcome to come along. 
Cuppa N Chat in the hall at 51 Dowling St, Dungog from 
9.30 am to 11 am. 

Op Shop open each Friday 8.30 am to 2 pm and on Market 
Days 8.30 am to 1 pm. 

Thanks 
MMaarrggaarreett  FFllaannnneerryy 

Clarence Town Presbyterian Church
29 Marshall Street, Clarence Town 
Pastor: Rev Allan D. Welch

Service Times: 10am Every Sunday

We’ve been diving into the later chapters of 
Genesis and exploring the Joseph narrative, 
witnessing God’s hand at work in inspiring ways. 
Despite our experiences, whether blessings or challenges, 
it’s comforting to remember that the Creator is orchestrating 
His will for our well-being and eternal prosperity.

At CTPC, we hold bi-monthly services that include the 
Lord’s Supper, a remembrance where we follow Jesus’ 
instructions by partaking in bread and wine. Following 
the service, we enjoy a fellowship lunch, fostering 
community beyond Sunday formalities.

As Easter approaches, join us for a Good Friday service 
on March 29th at 10am and an Easter Sunday service on 
March 31st at 10am. Everyone is welcome!

Mainly Music resumed on Feb 7t and runs every Wed 
during school terms. To register, please contact Mrs. 
Lesia Bignill, our Coordinator at 0419 205 755.

In Christ, Rev Allan D. Welch 0402 387 690

Christ Church, Dungog
Dowling Street, Dungog

Service Times: Every Friday 10.30am, Sunday 8.30am

Sunday night service: 4th Sunday of every month at 5pm

Exciting news! Our Church hall is finally getting 
a new roof after years of preparation. Let’s hope 
for dry weather as the work progresses.
The Op Shop is open every Friday 8.30am to 2pm, except 
on Good Friday, opening instead on Thurs 28th. Also, don’t 
forget our Markets on the 1st Sat of each month from 8am.

Our next Mother’s Union meeting is on Thurs March 
14th, at 1 pm in our Church Hall. All are welcome. 
Mother’s Union is a global organisation supporting 
mothers through the challenges and joys of family life.

Join us for a combined service on March 17th at 
9am in Christ Church, followed by our Parish AGM 
at 10.30am in the hall, with lunch at Dungog RSL.

Join us for a Garage Sale on Sat April 13th at 78 Mary St 
Dungog, featuring electrical goods, tools and more. Also, 
don’t miss Cuppa-N-Chat every Friday in our Church 
hall from 9.30 to 11am – everyone is welcome!
Margaret Flannery
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www.raywhiterurallifestylesydney.com.au 

El i te award-winning agents,  backed by a national  network  

Planning to Sell? 
Consider an Auction
While there’s no perfect way to sell your 
property, our recent success with auction 
campaigns at the picturesque Farmer’s Wife 
Distillery demonstrates their effectiveness.

Regardless of market conditions, an auction campaign 
fosters bidder competition, maximising the vendor’s 
sale price potential. In the event of a less-than-ideal 
outcome, auctions provide a platform for post-auction 
negotiations, ensuring the best result is still attainable.

The Ray White Group, comprising over 11,000 
members, achieved over $100 billion in property sales 
last year, showcasing our scale and expertise across 
residential, commercial and rural sectors. Led by Dan 
White, our team prioritises open and transparent sales 
methods. Once we understand your goals, we craft a 
marketing strategy to appeal to both local and national 
markets. We continue to achieve record prices across 
the nation and may be able to do the same for you.

Baylee Wheeler & the Ray White Rural Team

Dee Braithwaite Greg Wall Andrew Wall Jedda Casserly Scott Hunter Baylee Wheeler Rebecca 
Swanbourogh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.raywhiterurallifestylesydney.com.au 

El i te award-winning agents,  backed by a national  network  

02 4992 2369
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SOLICITOR 
W J Enright & Prentice 

Solicitors & Conveyancers 
 

124 Dowling Street, Dungog.  2420 
Phone:  4992 1730 

 

Email:  
mail@felixprentice.com.au 

TToo  ggeett  iinn  ttoouucchh  oouurr  eemmaaiill  iiss    
CCTTmuseum@outlook.com  ,,    

OOuurr  pphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr  iiss 00449911  334466  449911  ,,    
oorr  yyoouu  ccaann  rreeaacchh  uuss  tthhrroouugghh  FFaacceebbooookk.. 

Around The District 
 
 

Saturday the 29th of July saw perfect 
weather as the Port Stephen’s Choir  
began the day with their mix of music: the 
Mid- Winter Festival Museum Open Day had begun! 
Next was the fashion parade with four female and one male as models. As 
each model walked the concrete podium, a representative from the  
Australian Museum of Clothing in Maitland described the garments’ history 
as an item of fashion, and the materials used, and the original owners if 
known. While this continued, there was a chance to have valuables  
appraised by an expert. 
 
Once again, Cotton Sax entertained us with his eclectic mix of songs and 
instrumental tracks. The local scouts provided a BBQ and there was coffee 
or fresh ice cream available. Young James provided tours as required and 
young Jack took photos of the event. 
 
Two weeks later, the Museum hosted morning Tea and BBQ lunch for the 
Dungog Rattlin’ Bones and Engine Groans Club AGM and Ordinary  
Meeting. The museum also received a $100 donation from this Club. 
Yours truly wore two suits from the 1970’s and by an interesting  
coincidence, one of our lovely Senior Citizens had known the owners of 
these suits, John Morris OAM, Foundation member of the Maitland  
Repertory Theatre, and Mr N Pyle, from when she was growing up in 
Rutherford!  
 
A gentleman from Queensland sent some information about his German 
descendants who arrived at Clarence Town in 1855. They are the Heinz 
family and the Krohmann family. Their connections here seem tenuous. 
They remained only a short time here, although owning a block of land in 
Marshall Street till 1910,  before finding much success at Hill End in  
goldmining  and very successful at real estate in Woollahra in Sydney.  
       Chris O’Neill  
       (Secretary) 

Council Report   
 
Brig O Johnston Bridge 
 
Thank you to all those who made representations 
to government about the bridge. Under the NSW Heritage Act it 
is to be fully restored and used for traffic in some way. In order 
to avoid a lengthy closure, Transport for NSW has deferred  
restoration until a new bridge can be built. 
In 2021, grant funding for Council to build a replacement bridge 
was approved by the Federal and NSW Governments, and by 
December 2022 the design was finalised and approved by  
Heritage NSW. However, an additional $4.86 million was  
required to construct this design. 
 
While the extra funding was being sought, the Federal  
Government imposed a freeze on all its infrastructure spending 
with every project under review including their commitment of 
$8.8 million. No decision is expected until late September at the 
earliest.  
 
Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and Action Plan 
2023-2043 
 
Council’s Draft Dungog Waste Management Strategy and  
Action Plan 2023-2043 was placed on public exhibition last 
month and it’s displayed on Council’s website.  
Over the next two decades, Dungog Shire's population, and  
consequently its waste output, is projected to surge by over 
45%. But despite this potential increase, even a continuation of 
the present quantum of waste is a major concern that cannot be 
ignored.  
 
Sadly, local communities are forced to pay for disposing the 
multitude of packaging materials at the wrong end of the waste 
stream instead of placing this burden where the packaging is 
produced in the first place. There are several issues under  
consideration in the Draft Strategy: 
 
Firstly, there is commendable Commonwealth and State  
legislation intended to reduce the amount of waste and the most 
important target is to have a resource recovery rate of 80% by 
2030. There will be mandates for increased use of recycled  
materials in packaging etc. and plastics that cannot be recycled 
are supposed to be banned by 2025. Council is charged $94 for 
every tonne of waste delivered to the landfill and this increases 
with the CPI. 
 
Secondly, extending the expected life of the landfill is a major 
consideration of the Strategy because remediating the site will be 
expensive as will be options for its replacement. The waste  
strategy considers several scenarios predicting the expected life 
of the landfill and in particular options for extending it.  
 
One option under consideration is the introduction of a kerbside 
collection service with a third bin for food and garden waste 
(FOGO). This offers the potential to reduce waste to landfill by 
up to 50% and the material would be converted to compost. A 
FOGO service could be introduced when the current waste  
collection contract is renewed in 2025. 
 
Waste charges are determined on a user pays system aiming to 
be revenue neutral, but Council will also have to begin collecting 
funds in order to close the landfill when it has reached maximum 
capacity limits (at least $10 million). Whatever options are  
selected, our annual waste charges will need to increase. 
 
Your Local B Ward Councilors: 
Jessica Clark: 0421 451 716  
jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au 
Steve low: 02 4996 4022 stevelow49@tpg.com.au  

Sam Benson 
 0467 051 502 
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Get Spruced 
 

Local painter servicing all Maitland, 
Clarence Town and Dungog areas     

 *  Interior and exterior painting 
     *  Water pressure cleaning 

     *  Solar panel cleaning 
         

Phone Greg - 0404 682 759 
          Web:  www.getspruced.com.au 

RRoobbyynn  KKeelllleerr  
Religious Marriage Celebrant 
02 4996 4061    0400 033 873   

    robynak@aapt.net.au 
 

It is your wedding 

DRESSMAKER 
Specializing in Alterations 
 

DEBBIE 
0448 999 625 
Clarence Town 
PROMPT SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phone Bryce 
0409 250 355 

4938 5441 
Email: t_giuffre@bigpond 

QQUUAALLIITTYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  
Driveways  Dams 

 

Arenas  House Sites 
 

Landscape Supplies 
 

 

D6 Dozer  Posi 
 

8 & 14 Ton Excavators  Hammer 
 

Tipper Hire 
 

 

wisemansexcavation@gmail.com 

debbiehammond24@dodo.com 
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Ron Finlayson - Carpenter 
 

General carpentry, repairs and 
maintenance. 

 

Prompt and reliable service.  
Reasonable rates. L/N 138857C 

 

PH: 4996 4208   :0418 208 843 

St. Patrick’s, Clarence Town. 
 

Well, we have almost made it through another winter season 
(dry as it has been).  We still give thanks to Almighty God for 
the rain that we have been sent and  pray that He continues 
to bless us.  We must continue to thank God for the blessings 
He sends us and we are truly blest just to live in this area, 
even though we have the odd trial – i.e. the bridge debacle and 
dreadful roads in town, both of which are joyfully being  
attended to as this goes to press. 
 
Since our last ‘Sentinel’, one of our founding parishioners has 
gone to his heavenly reward.  I refer to Bertie Preece, who 
with his beautiful Norma, raised their family in Clarence 
Town and was a local, born and bred.  Bertie was 92 and will 
be fondly remembered by those who knew and loved him.  
His anecdotes were classics and his philosophy on life to be 
admired.  He handled the adversities in his life courageously 
and with faith.  I loved talking with Bertie as did my  
late husband, Terry.   
 
One of my favourite memories is Bertie driving his ‘fergie’ 
tractor around the area with his dog as his passenger. You are 
sadly missed old friend, especially by your family and Val. 
 
A happy morning tea gathering was held after Mass last 
weekend.  We extend a warm invitation to all to join us any 
Sunday morning at 8am for the celebration of Mass and on 
the 1st Sunday of each month, for morning tea.  Sending love 
and blessings to all in our beautiful area. 

God Bless , Marilyn Amos 

Clarence Town Op Shop and  
Treasure Centre.   

 
We have just completed our Winter Sale and will be offering our 
Spring and Summer fashions from the 6th September.  
 
For our volunteers, change-over will be on Tuesday 5th  
September from 9am and we would appreciate your help. 
 
We are still in need of Chaff Bags for clothing. We are open each 
Wednesday from 8.30am to noon and look forward to seeing  
everyone. Many thanks for our willing volunteers.   
Your assistance and dedication is very much appreciated.  

 
Gillian Finch 

From the Lion’s Den.  
 
IItt’’ss  bbeeeenn  aa  bbuussyy  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss  iinn  oouurr    
ggrroowwiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy  hheerree  aatt  CCllaarreennccee  
TToowwnn!!  
  
CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn  LLiioonnss  CClluubb  iiss  aa  pprroouudd  ssuuppppoorrtteerr  ooff  llooccaall  
LLlleeyyttoonn  LLllooyydd  wwhhoo  ccoommppeetteedd  iinn  tthhee  VViirrttuuss  GGlloobbaall  
GGaammeess  iinn  FFrraannccee  iinn  JJuunnee..    LLlleeyyttoonn  rreepprreesseenntteedd  AAuussttrraalliiaa  
iinn  tthhee  110000mm,,  220000mm,,  LLoonngg  JJuummpp  aanndd  RReellaayy  eevveennttss..        
LLeeyyttoonn  ccaammee  66tthh  iinn  hhiiss  110000mm  sspprriinntt,,  ddeessppiittee  iinnjjuurryy,,  aanndd  
wwee  aarree  aallll  ssoo  iinnccrreeddiibbllyy  pprroouudd  ooff  hhiimm..    CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss,,  
LLeeyyttoonn,,  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ssuucchh  aa  bbrriigghhtt  ffuuttuurree  aahheeaadd!!  
  
TThhee  CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn  MMaarrkkeettss  hhaadd  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ttuurrnnoouutt  iinn  
JJuullyy  aanndd  tthhee  ssttaallll  hhoollddeerrss  rreeaallllyy  aapppprreecciiaatteedd  aallll  tthhee    
ccoommmmuunniittyy  ssuuppppoorrtt  wwiitthh  tthhee  cchhiillllyy  wweeaatthheerr  ––  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  
CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn  aanndd  ssuurrrroouunnddss..  
  
OOtthheerr  pprroojjeeccttss  yyoouu  wwiillll  sseeee  ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  wwoonnddeerrffuull    
vvoolluunntteeeerrss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  iinn  CCllaarreennccee  TToowwnn    
aatttteennddiinngg  ttoo  ttrreeee  pprruunniinngg  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  ffeeww  wweeeekkss  lleeaaddiinngg  
iinnttoo  SSpprriinngg..    DDoonn’’tt  bbee  sshhyy  ttoo  ssaayy  hhii,,  wwee  aallwwaayyss  lloovvee  ttoo  
ccoonnnneecctt  aanndd  cchhaatt..  
  
Upcoming events 
FFaatthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  RRaaffffllee  ((SSaatt  22nndd  SSeepptt))..    SSoommee  lluucckkyy  ffaatthheerrss  
oorr  ggrraannddffaatthheerrss  wwiillll  rreecceeiivvee  ssoommee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ggiiffttss..      
TTiicckkeettss  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  IIGGAA  ooff  aa  mmoorrnniinngg  
AAuugg  1199tthh  aanndd  2266tthh,,  aanndd  22nndd  SSeepptt  bbeeffoorree  ddrraaww..  
  LLee  TToouurr  ddee  GGlleenn  WWiilllliiaamm  BBiikkee  RRiiddee  ((SSuunn  2277tthh  AAuugg))  
--  wwee  wwiillll  hhaavvee  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  hheellppiinngg  wwiitthh  ddrriinnkkss  ffoorr  rriiddeerrss  
aanndd  aa  ssttaallll  wwiitthh  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  LLiioonnss  CClluubb..    TTiicckkeettss  
ffoorr  tthhee  FFaatthheerr’’ss  DDaayy  RRaaffffllee  wwiillll  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  tthhee  ssttaallll..      
  LLiioonn’’ss  CClluubb  CCaarr  BBoooott  SSaallee  ((SSuunn  11sstt  OOcctt))..    AAmmaazziinngg    
bbaarrggaaiinnss  ttoo  bbee  hhaadd  aanndd  ttrreeaassuurreess  ttoo  bbee  ffoouunndd!!    TThheerree  wwiillll  
bbee  aa  BBBBQQ  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonn  tthhee  ddaayy  ((ffoooodd  iiss  AALLWWAAYYSS    
eesssseennttiiaall  wwhhiillsstt  sshhooppppiinngg))  ..      
  
TToo  bbooookk  aa  ssppoott,,  jjuusstt  sseenndd  mmeessssaaggee  vviiaa  tthhee  CCllaarreennccee  
TToowwnn  LLiioonnss  CClluubb  FFaacceebbooookk  ppaaggee..    CCoosstt  iiss  $$1155  ffoorr  aa  ccaarr  
bboooott  ssppoott..  
  

““IItt’’ss  nnoott  hhooww  mmuucchh  wwee  ggiivvee,,  bbuutt  hhooww  mmuucchh  lloovvee  wwee  ppuutt  
iinnttoo  ggiivviinngg..””  

MMootthheerr  TTeerreessaa  
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PAUL  CLARKE &  ASSOCIATES 
 

 

CONSULTING CIVIL &  
STRUCTURAL  
ENGINEERS 

 
 

 Residential,  Commercial 
 and Industrial Building Design 
 Road and Drainage Design 
 Footing Design and Inspections 

 

Ph.  4988 6111 
Fax:  4988 6707 

 

553 East Seaham Road,  
East Seaham.  2324 

Official Rainfall 2023 

Clarence Town Rainfall Station 
061010 

  Jan   225 ml 
  Feb    38.3 ml 
  March  123.7 ml 
  April   65.2 ml 
  May   37.7 ml 
  June   7.0ml 
  July   42.9ml      

    Cheryl Gorton  
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CCLLRR    
Carpets . Lounges . Rugs 
Carpet Cleaning 
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL  

INDUSTRIAL 
Vince Willemen    0499 424 070 
vince@clrcarpetcleaning.com.au 

BRUCE FRAPPELL SERVICES 
ABN 16 600 975 859 

 
    Aerated  Wastewater  Treatment  Tank   

Technician 
 

   Servicing most makes and models 
  CALL  BRUCE  ON: 0408 861 360 

 
  Over 15 years experience in the industry  

 I offer a full comprehensive System Report,   
Check and Service with competitive rates. 

Piano and Musical Education  
Specialist 

* Beginners welcome - all ages 
• AMEB Examination prep to practical theory and  

musician exams 
* HSC Performance Examination prep 
* 35 years piano teaching experience 

Ros 0414 391 747 
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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  GGlleenn  WWiilllliiaamm  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll  
 
News from Glen William Public School 
Welcome back to our students, families and staff members to Term 3, and how fast the first 4 weeks have gone  
already! Our students have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in our NAIDOC celebrations, learning more about our 
local Aboriginal culture and our elders. I would like to thank Nan Marg and Gran Sue for their time and  
generosity. You are both outstanding role models for all of our students to look up to. 
We began our NAIDOC Week celebrations at Glen William  with a visit from Leigh from Games of the People. The 
students learned new skills and practised teamwork and cooperation in traditional games. They engaged with  
interesting stories from Worimi Country and related this to their own lives. They tried to imagine what it would 
have been like playing these Aboriginal games many years ago and how they have changed. We thank Leigh for sharing his insightful knowledge 
with us!  
  
NNAAIIDDOOCC  CCooookkiinngg  aanndd  YYaarrnniinngg  wwiitthh  GGrraann  
 We continued our NAIDOC Week celebrations by cooking and decorating cookies using the three colours represented on the Aboriginal Flag. Black 
to represent the people. Yellow to represent the sun. Red to represent the earth. Our school shared questions and stories with a very special elder in 
our community, Gran, who gave us an insight into what her life was like growing up. The students also shared some thoughtful cards and letters 
they wrote to her. Thank you so much for sharing your afternoon with us Gran!   
  
We had the privilege of taking the Glen William PS Soccer team to East Maitland to play in the first two rounds of the Small Schools State  
Knockout Soccer competition. The girls and boys played a fantastic team game to defeat Bobs Farm PS 2-1 in their 1st round match, with Carla  
netting both goals. Their Round 2 match followed against a highly skilled and athletic Millers Forest PS, who proved too strong, winning 6-0.  
Despite the result, what impressed the most was the resilience and character of our players, who kept trying until the final whistle. We could not 
have been more proud of the girls and boys.  Thank you to the parents and family members who came along to support the students. These days 
and events do not happen without your support. 
Congratulations to our students who attended the Port Stephens PSSA Zone Athletics Carnival, representing our school with pride and giving their 
best efforts.    
  
HHuunntteerr  AAtthhlleettiiccss  
Congratulations to Jed who has qualified for the Hunter Athletics Carnival in the Junior Boys Discus event. We wish him all the best as he  
represents our school with pride at the carnival on Friday 1st September at Glendale Athletics Centre. Go Glen William! 
  
EEdduuccaattiioonn  WWeeeekk  AAsssseemmbbllyy  
Thank you to our community members that came along to support our staff and students at the Education Week Assembly at Dungog High School. 
As always, we are so proud of our students for representing our school with such pride. Congratulations to our award recipients: 

School community member award: Heidi Chandler 
Student Achievement Award: Rylan Hartfield  
Non-Teaching Staff: Christine Reeves 
Excellence in Teaching Award: Georgie Rains 
School Achievement Award: School PBL Program  

SSppoorrtt  DDaayy  

Our sport day has changed for the remainder of Term 3. Sport will now be held on Fridays. In weeks 3-6 students will participate in the Glen  

William World Cup (soccer), and Week 7-10 we will be participating in a cycling program. 

LLeeaaddeerr  RReeaaddeerr  PPrrooggrraamm 

This term, the Stage 3 students are travelling with Miss Parr to our local preschools. Each Thursday, two leaders will visit our preschool friends and 
share a story book with them. We look forward to meeting some future Kindergarten students and building strong connections with our local 
schools. 
 
NNaattiioonnaall  SScciieennccee  WWeeeekk  
On Friday 18th August students participated in a Science Day filled with a variety of fun science challenges and activities. Thank you to those who 
sent in cardboard boxes for the cardboard challenge.  
 
BBooookk  WWeeeekk  22002233 
We celebrated Book Week  with some very exciting activities. Students participated in a Book Week Parade where they dressed up as their  
favourite book character. Students also participated in a Where’s Wally Scavenger Hunt around the school grounds . A great week was had by all !! 
 
We are still taking Enrolments for 2023.   Please contact the school office for an information pack, visit the school website to complete an online 
enrolment. 

Glen William Public School 4996 5507    
E-Mail  glenwillia-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au   

 
Community Centre, 55 Prince Street 
Clarence Town NSW 2321  
clarencetownpreschool.com.au

02 4996 4004
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 TUPPERWARE LOVERS! 
 

Prompt Delivery 
Book a Party 

Your  
Local Consultant 

 
LANA BATEY 

0438 027 182 
CHECK OUT MY FACEBOOK PAGE 

   SKT  PLASTERING 
      

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIALISING IN ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING  

INCLUDING PARTITION , 

WALLS  AND SUSPENDED CEILINGS.   

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL. 

PHONE - SHANNON - 0414 605 981 

ABN - 43 961 803 107   Lic.#  168662C 

 
CLARENCE TOWN  

FIRST RESPONDERS (CFR) 
 

 The Australian Road Rescue Organisation (ARRO) is the peak body in 
Australasia for the development and exchange of information, knowledge 
and skills in road and trauma rescue.  Every year ARRO conducts a  
challenge and invites teams from across Australasia from all emergency 
services agencies to participate in a variety of road rescue and trauma 
related challenges.  Why am I telling you this?   
 
Earlier this year the NSW RFS was invited to participate in the ARRO 
challenge for the first time.  The RFS was invited to compete in the  
Trauma and CPR challenge events.  The ARRO challenge this year was 
held in Adelaide.  The RFS identified the Clarence Town CFR group, due 
to its high level of activity and success within the community, to enter into 
the challenge.   
 
Our CFR group put out expressions of interest amongst its members and 
four members put their hand up and were selected (2 teams of 2) to enter 
the challenge.  Emma Hallahan and Shaun Cox were one team and  
Wendy Trevethan and myself were the second team.  Our Captain, Alex 
Weston was our team manager and organiser.  The teams trained for the 
event, honing their skills around a whole variety of trauma related  
incidents.   
 
Given this was our first year competing in the ARRO Challenge, we  
wanted to do our best but ultimately learn from and enjoy the experience 
and hopefully be invited back again. 
 
Between June 28 and July 2, we were in Adelaide at the event.  The first 
day was a symposium where we were provided with some major incident 
and disaster case studies from around the world and taught some current 
recognised trauma response techniques.  The next three days was when 
we competed.  Whilst we were at the event only for the Trauma and CPR 
challenge, the opportunity to watch and learn from the Road Rescue 
exhibits and challenges was truly worthwhile as well.  Plus, we were  
supporting our friends from Port Stephens SES.   
 
Our teams had to compete in two separate trauma challenges and the 
CPR challenge.  The trauma scenarios were very real to life.  The  
preparation that went into setting up the trauma incident and scene was 
terrific and presented our teams with very real to life situations.  The 
types of traumas included impalements, amputated limbs, serious head 
injuries, major burns to large parts of the body, life threatening  
haemorrhages, quad bike accidents, circular saw accidents and  
combinations of all the above.   
 
Going in a bit green and having to rely on response kits that were foreign 
to the team was a bit of a challenge in itself.  The teams had no idea 
going into each challenge what they would be faced with.  It wasn’t until 
the team was escorted into the challenge pit that they first identified the 
trauma they were faced with managing.  The teams had 15 minutes in 
total to manage and treat the casualty which included a thorough  
handover to the assessors at the end as we would normally do on the 
arrival of paramedics to the scene.  
 
Emma and Shaun were faced with an amputated left leg above the knee 
with massive blood loss and a head injury for their first trauma and the 
second one was an impalement which was a steel rod through the upper 
thigh.  Wendy and I were faced with a fireworks explosion incident which 
caused full thickness burns to the whole front of the persons body and 
the second scenario was a life threatening spurting arterial bleed to the 
thigh and a hand stuck in a circular saw.   
 
Both teams worked really well together, were able to switch on to the 
incident they were faced with and provide the appropriate treatment really 
well.  Both teams received very good feedback from the assessors with 
scores in the High to Thorough level.  Out of the 29 teams competing in 
the Trauma challenge event our two teams ranked 13 and 16  
respectively.  The organisers of the event were very satisfied with our 
teams’ efforts and level of competence, which prompted an extended 
invitation for NSW RFS to future challenge events.  The RFS has decided 
that Clarence Town RFS will provide the entry teams for next years 
event.  Well done Clarence Town CFR group. By the way, we also did 
really well in the CPR challenge.   
 
The team came away from the event feeling very proud of the way they 
had performed and the result achieved as well as being able to represent 
the NSW RFS to a high standard.  The team has come back with some 
great insights and learnings into responding to trauma incidents which 
has been passed onto the rest of the Clarence Town CFR group and will 
help the CFR group to provide a high level of service to our community.      

Brad Elloy  
0417 651 577 

*New Constructions  

*Renovations 

*Shed Fit-outs  

*Bathrooms 
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Clarence Town Primary Public School

New School Bus and 
Celebrations Ahead!
We’ve had a fantastic start to the school year 
with everyone settling in smoothly at Clarence 
Town Public School.

Our enrolment stands at a healthy 150 students, 
including 30 Kindergarteners and 5 from other grades. 
A warm welcome to all new and existing families as we 
anticipate a year of learning and growth.

Exciting news! Transport NSW approved a school bus for 
Clarence Town Public School after years of collaboration 
with Sheltons Bus Service and NSW Transport. Now, 
residents can live in Clarence Town and catch a bus to their 
local school. Currently, 52 students from 37 families use 
one of the three bus routes giving families more enrolment 
options in public education.

Our academic year is off to a strong start, focusing 
on Reading, Numeracy, High Potential and Gifted 
Education, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Education, Science and Environmental Studies.  

Our successful bee program yielded 7kg of golden honey 
over the holidays. We’re now planting our gardens for 
another bountiful harvest, providing opportunities for 
cooking and promoting healthy food choices.

Our Student Leadership Program is thriving with Shea 
Egan and Jordynn Martin as Captains, and Laura 
Bagnall and James Hile as Student Leaders. Our Sport 
House Captains were elected and led at our recent 
swimming carnival. We’ve also acknowledged our Sound 
Room Monitor, and upcoming assemblies will honor our 
Computer Monitors, Library Monitors and Junior AECG 
leaders. 

Last week, we hosted our annual swimming carnival 
with our students showcasing great performance and 
admirable behaviour! We have a team of 5 students 
going to the Zone Carnival: Matilda Booth, Piper 
McColl, Mali Metham, Jordynn Martin and Evie Gentle. 

Plans for our 175th Celebration are in progress, with 
a school committee meeting to establish a timeline 
and collaborate with the Progress Society for town-
wide festivities. We’re excited to honour our school’s 
achievements and anticipate the future. Please contact 
us if you have memorabilia to contribute.

Louise Blakemore, Principal. Phone: 4996 4156
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Glen William Primary Public School

New Syllabus  
& Daily Reviews...
Welcome back to school for 2024! It’s 
heartening to witness the growth of our 
students and the smiles that have filled the 
first two days. 

A warm welcome to our new families and Kindergarten 
students; we understand this can be a nervous time. 
At Glen William, our staff prioritize nurturing and 
prioritize student well-being.

This year, we’re implementing the new 3-6 syllabus 
for English and Mathematics. Our dedicated staff 
have spent the last twelve months adapting to these 
changes and finding the best ways to implement them. 
Additionally, our students will engage in Daily Reviews 
for Mathematics, a program I’m proud to lead across the 
Hunter Network of schools.

At Glen William Public School we strive to provide 
high quality inclusive education where all students are 
challenged in a supportive environment to achieve their 
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personal best. Through the provision of educational 
experiences we remain connected to culture. High 
expectations and a strong community supports student 
well-being and increases individual success in literacy 
and numeracy. 

In the coming weeks we will be opening our Outside of 
School Care through the provider Thrive Kids. If you are 
wanting to enrol your child into before or after school 
care please phone the office on 4996 5507.

Crunch & Sip® is a time for students to ‘refuel’ on 
vegetables, salad and fruit and ‘rehydrate’ with water. 
Students who are not hungry and are well hydrated 
perform better in the classroom, show increased 
concentration, and are less likely to be irritable and 
disruptive. Student’s have this daily after PE. Breakfast 
Club will also run every day this year.

The students at Glen William will be doing Frisbee for 
Sport this Term.

We are taking Enrolments for 2024. Please contact the 
school office for an information pack, visit the school 
website to complete an online enrolment.

Phone: 4996 5507  
E-Mail: glenwillia-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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DOWNLIGHTS INSTALLED FROM - $40eaDOWNLIGHTS INSTALLED FROM - $40ea

Covering the Myall Coast

Call Brett 0401 764 639
Email: brettplumber@hotmail.com

20 Years Experience

Karuah - Limeburners Creek - Stroud
Clarence Town - Raymond Terrace

GOODWINS PLUMBING
KARUAH

Licence No.Licence No.
204550C204550C



WWW.THESENTINELNEWS.COM.AU

12 

 

Want a great return on  
   investment? 

Speak with us for an obligation-free quote. 
 
 

Quality products with excellent warranties. 
 
 

Deal direct with the Designer and Installer. 
 
 

No salesmen or sub-contractors. 
 
 

Complete off-Grid for those rural blocks. 
 
 

Finance packages available. 
 
 

Installs: 
 Grid Connect Solar 
 Battery on-Grid Storage 
 Full off-Grid Solar 

Clarence Town 
Clean Energy Council Accredited (AA5324934) 

Electrical Contractor’s License (315938C) 

Talk to your local  
Solar bloke 

Phone Grant on  
0434 986 557 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday  
8:30 – 5:00pm 

 
Saturday  

8:30 – 12:00 noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Shop 2, 116 Prince 
Street, Clarence Town, Phone: 4996 3300 

Fax:4996 3344  

Did you know you can now order your medicines 
through an app?  

             
Clarence Town Pharmacy has partnered with MedAd-
visor, an app in which you can see all your prescrip-
tions in the one place and order them with just a few 

clicks!  
 

You can order your medications at any time and set 
reminders to take your medication. 

 

To get started bring your phone and prescriptions to 
the pharmacy and we will supply your unique sign up 

code. 
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PAUL  CLARKE &  ASSOCIATES 
 

 

CONSULTING CIVIL &  
STRUCTURAL  
ENGINEERS 

 
 

 Residential,  Commercial 
 and Industrial Building Design 
 Road and Drainage Design 
 Footing Design and Inspections 

 

Ph.  4988 6111 
Fax:  4988 6707 

 

553 East Seaham Road,  
East Seaham.  2324 

Official Rainfall 2023 

Clarence Town Rainfall Station 
061010 

  Jan   225 ml 
  Feb    38.3 ml 
  March  123.7 ml 
  April   65.2 ml 
  May   37.7 ml 
  June   7.0ml 
  July   42.9ml      

    Cheryl Gorton  
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 Edser Plant & Civil Pty Ltd 
Glen Oak 

 
All Types of excavation work 

 

* Road Construction  
* Land Clearing   

* Dam Construction 
* Stump Removal 

 

The supply and delivery of   
 

*Road base *Sand *Gravel *Soil 
 

Excavators - 2.5, 8, 14, 20 ton 
Posi track 6 in 1 bucket & forks 

All size buckets, rock hammer & Hydraulic grabs 
Bogie Tipper Trucks & trucks & dogs - Water Cart 

Over 30 years experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone Simon on 0423 517 857 or 4988 6180 

 

Martial Arts Classes in  Clarence Town for 
all levels and ages from 8 years 
 
Gain Confidence, Focus and Self Discipline 
 
Improve Fitness and Co-ordination 
 
IInnttrroodduuccttoorryy  OOffffeerr::  33  wweeeekkss  ccllaasssseess  PPLLUUSS  aa  
uunniiffoorrmm  $$3399..9955  
 
T: 0416 197 644 

KKOORRYYUU  UUCCHHIINNAADDII  
  

NNEEWWCCAASSTTLLEE  
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The Sentinel is proudly 
brought to you by:

Church Contacts
Anglican: Pastoral Ministry 0491 007 193
Dungog Baptist 4992 2122
Dungog Uniting: Joy Shelton 4992 1508
Presbyterian: Allan Welch 4025 5638
Roman Catholic: 4992 1477

Medical/Health Contacts
Clarence Town Medical Centre 4996 4003
Prince Street Surgery 4009 5991
Clarence Town Pharmacy 4996 3300
Health Services 4931 2003
Beyond Blue 1300 224 636
Lifeline 13 11 14
Samaritans 1300 656 336
Destiny Haven Women’s Shelter 4996 5558
AL-ANON 4969 3889
*To list your community service email: thesentinel2321@gmail.com

CLOSING DATE FOR NEWS & ADS IN OUR NEXT ISSUE IS 10TH APRIL
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Local Church Contacts: 
ANGLICAN: Clarence Town Pastoral Ministry  
0491 007 193 

ROMAN CATHOLIC:    4992 1477 
PRESBYTERIAN:    Allan Welch - 4025 5638 
DUNGOG BAPTIST:     4992 2122 
DUNGOG UNITING:    Joy Shelton - 4992 1508 
 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES: 
ANGLICAN   
Clarence Town:  
Every Sunday   Holy Communion at 10.00am 
 

PRESBYTERIAN 
Clarence Town, 29 Marshall Street 
10am Every  Sunday  
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Clarence Town , Rifle Street:  
8am  Every Sunday 
 

UNITING CHURCH 
DUNGOG:  
Sunday 8.45am Youth Group, Bible Studies.  
 

BAPTIST CHURCH  
Dungog: 8 - 10 Mackay St. 10am  
Every Sunday including morning tea. 
 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
DUNGOG: 63 Brown St. : Saturday 10 - 11:15 am 
Sabbath School. 11:15am Church  Service. 
 

 
Sentinel Advertising:     
Samantha Zuber 
thesentinel2321@gmail.com 
 
Progress Association:  
David Hood 0402 258 087  
clarencetownprogress@gmail.com  
 

Health Services:     4931 2003 
Beyond Blue:    1300 224 636 
Lifeline:    13 11 14 
Samaritans:    1300 656 336   
Destiny Haven:    02 4996 5558  
AL-ANON:    02 4969 3889 

WIRES:   1300 094 737 
WILDLIFE RESCUE:    0418 628 483 

EMERGENCY (life threatening)   000 
POLICE ASSISTANCE LINE   131 444 
CRIME STOPPERS     1800 333 000 

 

PLEASE report ANY incident  no matter how 
small or insignificant it may seem. 

   Phone it in and ask for an  
“Incident Report Number” 

Please be vigilant.  You could save  
a life or someone’s property! 

Any information given is confidential 

Advertising Rate for Magazine 

Standard........$50.00 
1/4 page..........$100.00      
1/2 page..........$200.00      
Full page........$400.00   

per issue (including GST)  
The Email Address For Magazine Contributions         

thesentinel2321@gmail.com  
Please contact us if you wish to pay annually 

for a 20% discount! 

FIRE PERMITS   C/Town : 4996 4454 
   Flat Tops – Brian Atkins: 0457 979 073 
 

CWA:   Carol Johnstone: 0438213477  
 

LIONS CLUB:  Bill Pitkin : 0448 428 087 
 

NEIGHBOURCARE BUS: 4992 3348 
 

C/TOWN SCOUTS: Robyn Keller: 4996 4061 
 

School of Arts Hall: Michael Duffy: 0420 757 656 

EMERGENCY (life threatening) 000 
POLICE ASSISTANCE LINE 131 444 
CRIME STOPPERS 1800 333 000

Directory

David Hood 0402 258 087 
clarencetownprogress@gmail.com

Advertising includes insertion in  
both the print and online versions  

of The Sentinel, for the 2 month  
duration of the edition. 

Also includes Ad typesetting (if required). 
Please supply good quality logo, photos and 
text. Otherwise feel free to supply your own 

artwork as a high-res PDF or JPG.

* Pricing is per edition, including gst.

To book please email Samantha Zuber at 
thesentinel2321@gmail.com

20%ANNUAL DISCOUNT

Book for a full year and enjoy a  
20% discount across 6 editions.

Half
Page
$200

180mm w x 
127mm h

Standard
$50

88mm w x 
62mm h

180mm w x 
272mm h 

Full
Page
$400

Quarter
Page
$100

180 w x 62 h
OR 88 w x 128 h

ADVERTISING

Animal Welfare Contacts
WIRES Emergency Rescue 1300 094 737
Wildlife Rescue 0418 628 483
Williams River Vet Clinic 4996 4441

Snake Catchers
Bill from Largs 0408 301 544
Matty from Glen Oak 0407 151 946
Dylon from Medowie 0466 694 540
Ryan from Medowie 0431 100 177

Community Contacts
Country Women’s: Carol Johnstone 0438 213 477
Clarence Town Scouts: Robyn Keller 4996 4061
Fire Permits Clarence Town 4996 4454
Fire Permits Flat Tops: Brian Atkins 0457 979 073
Lions Club: Bill Pitkin 0448 428 087
Neighbourcare Bus 4992 3348
School of Arts Hall: Michael Duffy 0420 757 656


