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Farewell Helena &  
Thank you so much ! 
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 In 1986, a young woman with two blond, curly-haired 

little girls, took over as “Post Mistress” in the 

old Clarence Town Post Office building. “Post  

Mistress” she used to say, “I’m nobody’s  

mistress!” The job then was from 9am to 5pm and 

closed for 1 hour for lunch.  
 

At the end of June 2022, Helena Morris will retire 

from the Post Office/Shop to pursue other  

activities, including travelling with husband Alwyn.  

The elder of those curly-haired little girls,  

Dannielle, will then become our new Post Office  

Licensee and that will be a blessing for the town 

because Dannielle has the same work ethics as her 

Mum. 
 

What a life of service to Clarence Town, Helena has 

provided over that time, some 36 years. During that 

time, Helena has seen a lot of changes in Clarence 

Town. She was a natural. 

Nothing was ever a bother. She would do what-ever 

was necessary to help everyone. When she became the 

PM, there was no town mail delivery, so everyone had 

to come to the Post Office to collect their mail and 

buy all their postal requirements.  There were  

deliveries out of town though – every day around 

Glen Martin and Glen William, and twice a week out 

at the Woerdens Road area. 
 

In 1992 Helena moved from the old Post Office  

building to a little room in the little grocery 

store at 47 Grey Street.  Oddly, she and Alwyn used 

to live in the premises there previously, for a 

time. 
 

In 1993 Australia Post decided to provide an in-town 

delivery, so everyone rushed out to buy a letterbox.  

Helena was very concerned about this delivery  

because it meant that people would not be coming to 

the Post Office to collect their mail and so may 

purchase their stamps and other postal products when 

shopping out-of-town, as people mostly travelled to 

Maitland and Raymond Terrace to do their shopping. 

She need not have worried. Everyone still come to 

her Post Office to buy their postal needs, for which 

she continues to be very thankful to the town for 

their continued support. She loved it, and still 

does. That welcoming smile and willing heart  

endeared her to everyone. After a little while,  

Australia Post moved from being manual accounting, 

to computers, so another way of accounting had to be 

learned. Again, Helena was a natural, and mastered 

that process quite easily. 
 

Another huge step for her was to purchase the   

premises in Prince Street (where the Post Shop is 

now). In 2004, she opened her new Post Shop, and she 

could indulge another passion – shopping! Because 

she had so much more room, she went on a spending 

spree and filled the shop with beautiful gifts, 

postal needs, toys, books and much much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was in 2004 that she applied to open on Saturday 

mornings as well This coincided with the Newcastle 

Permanent coming to town and it was opened on a  

Saturday morning. Helena became the manager of the 

“Perm” as part of the Progress Association, which 

established the Rural Transaction Centre with a  

government grant, in 2004 and who purchased 2 shops 

alongside the Post Office. Helena was responsible 

for the running, not just of her own business, but 

the “Perm” as well, hiring staff and arranging for 

them to be trained in the ‘banking business’. She 

held this position for some 9 years, until the 

‘Perm’ pulled out! 

In 2018 Helena was honoured with the Dungog Shire 

Citizen of the Year Award for her services to her 

community. A well-deserved award. Overall those 36 

years, Helena has been one of our town’s greatest 

assets. No-one will every really know all the little 

kindnesses she extended to people – the lengths she 

would go, to make sure mail is delivered (no matter 

how scant the name and address was, and there were 

some doozies). She has been passionate about her 

work and has been in no rush to let go. A more loyal 

friend you will not find. 

 

We love you Helena and we wish you and Alwyn good 

health and many happy holidays – all so          

well-deserved. 

There are many ways our community can continue to support 

the Post Office.  One in particular, is paying our bills there and   
doing banking.   It is so easy now to pay everything online, but 
each time we do that, we take business away from our Post Of-

fice as they receive a commission on transactions done over the   
counter.  If your bill has a Post BillPay barcode, please consider 

paying it in person at the Post Office and not online. Actually, 
when you think about it, we can do most things, and get most 

things in Clarence Town (except fuel – and it is coming!) so 
please support local businesses wherever possible, it will help 
our town thrive! 



3 

 

Clarence Town  

Post Office 

Shop 4, 116 Prince Street 

Clarence Town  

Ph (02) 4996 4109 

 
Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 9am—5pm  
 

JP SERVICES  -  ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE 

 

Banking??  
Personal or Business 

We have you covered 

Deposits & Withdrawals from over  

70 financial institutions including; 

Stop paying ATM fees 

Do you own a business?  Come 
and see how we can help you. 

Bank with us for better security.  

 

Stationery  -  we have a HUGE range. All 
your office needs. Pens, folders, inks and 
so much more 
 

Gifts for any occasion - Gift Cards from 
a huge range of outlets. Gifts for any    
occasion, toys, puzzles, books, Cards and 
gift wrapping. Something for everyone.   

Lay-by available. 

** Look out for the NEW range of 
stock  arriving soon. ** 

If you need something that we don’t 
have—Ask us and we will do our best to 

find it for you!  

Shop local—we appreciate your    
support 

 

Mobile Phones  -  RECHARGE with us  
Telstra, Optus, Boost   
 

PO Boxes -  small, medium & large.  
Keep your mail secure. 
 

Concession Stamps - are you eligible? 
We can save you money on postage. 
 

Passports - Interviews & Photos   
Appointments preferred  
 

Parcel Collection - We appreciate you 
collecting your parcels on the day that 
they arrive, as we sometimes run out of 
room. But, please remember to give us 
time to sort them.  

The messages you get are usually when 
the contractors are finished with them, 
we need time to bring them through and 
sort them into the delivery sections.  

Thank you 
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Edser Plant & Civil Pty Ltd 

Glen Oak 
 

All Types of excavation work 
 

* Road Construction  
* Land Clearing   

* Dam Construction 
* Stump Removal 

 

The supply and delivery of   
 

*Road base *Sand *Gravel *Soil 
 

Excavators - 2.5, 8, 14, 20 ton 

Posi track 6 in 1 bucket & forks 

All size buckets, rock hammer & Hydraulic grabs 

Bogie Tipper Trucks & trucks & dogs - Water Cart 

Over 30 years experience 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Phone Simon on 0423 517 857 or 4988 6180 

 

If you are struggling to keep your books up to date 
or just want someone else to take care of it for 

you, then let us help. 
 

Reduce your stress and stay on top of your  
compliance obligations. 

 
We can help with; 

- Data entry 
- Bank reconciliation 

- GST / BAS 
- Payroll setup and processing 

- Invoicing 
- Accounting software setup and training 
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CLR  
Carpets . Lounges . Rugs 

Carpet Cleaning 
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Vince Willemen    0499 424 070 
vince@clrcarpetcleaning.com.au 

SOLICITOR 

W J Enright & Prentice 
Solicitors & Conveyancers 

 

124 Dowling Street, Dungog.  2420 
Phone:  4992 1730 

 

Email:  mail@felixprentice.com.au 

BRUCE FRAPPELL SERVICES 
ABN 16 600 975 859 

 

    Aerated  Wastewater  Treatment  Tank   
Technician 

   Servicing most makes and models 

  CALL  BRUCE  ON: 0408 861 360 
 

  Over 15 years experience in the industry  
 I offer a full comprehensive System Report,   
Check and Service with competitive rates. 
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  N & S  HARPER 
 

MOBILE MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

 

Proudly servicing Clarence Town and  

surrounding districts since 1990 with friendly  

affordable Service 

 

Phone Neville and Sue 0438 192 736 
 

For your mechanical repairs including  
• Brakes      
• Clutches     
• Log Book Services 
• Cylinder Heads     
• Suspension 
• CV Joints & Boots     
• Timing Belts 

 
We come to you for your convenience. 

 

Licence No. MVRL29983 

NOW SUPPYLING 

MESH & REO 

     
    
 
     DUNGOG  
READY MIXED  
    CONCRETE  
       4 Drovers Way, DUNGOG.  NSW  2420 

Phone:    02 4992 3309 
Mobile:  0429 923 309 

           

Email:    sales@drmc.com.au 

For all  your deliveries of ready-mixed concrete 

Piano and Musical Education Specialist 

* Beginners welcome - all ages 

* AMEB Examination prep to practical theory 

    and musician exams 

* HSC Performance Examination  prep 

* 35 years piano teaching experience 

Ros 0414 391 747 

mailto:sales@drmc.com.au
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 Around the Churches 

 
St. John’s, Clarence Town. 
 
 My, how time flies.  Time for another report.  With the winter 

chills about especially that blow-through wind we were experiencing 

in late May and June, people have been visiting our Op Shop and  

buying our  winter jackets, jumpers etc. to try and keep warm. Thank 

you.  We really do have some lovely, warm winter clothes. 

 

We are very fortunate to have air conditioners in our church and in 

our hall, so it is very pleasant when we come together for worship on 

a Sunday morning and for morning tea in the hall afterwards. 

 

We had a visit from our Bishop Sonia Roulston, in June.  It is always 

lovely to have her come and be with us all.  We also had our first ‘Pub 

Lunch’ at the Erringhi Hotel in June.  (no details at the time of  

writing).  Our Parish has decided to introduce these lunches where 

we can all come together from all over the Parish and get to know 

each other better.  The first ‘Pub Lunch’ was in Dungog in May and 

was very well attended.  These lunches are to encourage anyone 

from the Parish, which includes Dungog, Bendolba and Clarence 

Town, to come together in fellowship and love as the body of Christ. 

 

We were also privileged to offer morning tea in our hall for the  

ANZAC Committee and others who attended the Boer War Memorial 

Service on the last Sunday of May.  Our Rev’d Kimbalee was Padre 

for that service.  This is another opportunity for church and  

community to come together in fellowship, and my congratulations to 

Di Bennett for organizing yet another successful memorial service.   

She is so gifted and a blessing to Clarence Town. 

 

We continue to pray for our community and sister churches in    

Clarence Town.  If you have any particular prayer-points you would 

like us to pray for, please contact us on 4996 5528 and you can  

remain anonymous if you wish.  We will happy and honoured to pray 

for you.  Stay safe and keep warm.  

     Sue Flannery 

St David’s Presbyterian Church  
Clarence Town.  
 
Coming up in the life of CTPC, ‘Anchored 
Youth’ the Clarence Town  
Presbyterian Church youth group will launch on 
Friday 22nd of July! Anchored Youth is  
designed to reach those in years 7 through to year 
12 and will consist of games, food and learning all 
about Jesus. For enquiries  
regarding Anchored Youth, please contact our 
Youth Leader Nicole Cumming on 0468 826346.  
 
From the pulpit we have recently completed a  
series on the Trinity, and over the month of June 
we will be exploring topical sermons on God’s 
mercy for sinners, living in God’s love and what 
happens when we die, followed by Philemon and 
returning to Galatians in July. On the social  
calendar, the CTPC fling to the Aberdeen  
Highland Games was held Saturday 2nd July after 
a 2 year hiatus. Great to be out sharing God’s  
beautiful Creation with each other again!  
 
Last Sunday we had an extra special celebration - 
two brothers being Baptised. It was so good to be 
reminded of God’s covenant promises to his  
people and the new covenant sign and seal that 
Baptism is. Many thanks to all who helped make 
the day special including the musicians and those 
helping out in the kitchen.  
 
We continue to pray for our town, our leaders, 
country and world, both in private and when we 
meet together and, all the more as we see the 
great Day of our Lord Jesus approaching. May the 
grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.   
     
     In Christ,  

Rev Allan D. Welch 
0402 387 690                                                   

St. Patrick’s, Clarence Town. 

 

The Holy Spirit is working in mysterious ways this Pentecost in our little parish.  As parishioners, we have been 
asked to put our faith to the test and accept change.  Father Derek is moving on and has accepted the post of Parish 
Priest at Merriwa/Denman. 
 
Speaking, not only on behalf of our congregation, but also on a personal level, we have been blessed to have had 
Father Derek as our parish priest for as long as we have.  Each week, he inspires us to be better people and lead 
better lives.  He is always there to comfort and guide us in good and hard times, and we wish him every blessing in 
his future.  We won’t forget him. 
 
We also pray for his successor, that he settles in well and is happy in his new parish. 

             God Bless, Marilyn Amos 
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DO YOU LIKE TO SING? 

 
The Clarence Town Singers would like to  

encourage anyone who enjoys singing, to join 
our group. 

 

We meet every Wednesday evening at 7pm in 
the Anglican Church Hall, Queen Street,  

Clarence Town.  

We are an informal group who simply enjoy each  
others company, and singing.     

 
For more information please contact  

Sue on 4996 5528 

From the Parson’s Pen 
 
Are Australians a faithless lot? I don’t think so. I  

notice the heartfelt reactions to the situation in 
Ukraine. The heartfelt reaction to mass shootings in 
the U.S.A., and other places in our world. The  

God-part of us cries out in pain, and deep feeling for 
those killed, maimed or mourning. These “heart  
reactions” indicate to me that we understand that 

things are not meant to be that way. That there is a 
greater good somewhere. 

 
Some will say that those tragedies indicate that God 
is not there, that evil dominates. Perhaps an  

understandable comment?? But then I look at the 
hero-stories that abound in these situations, the God

-inspired responses. For example, Anthony Borges 
used his body to hold a classroom door closed during 
a Florida school shooting protecting 20 other  

students inside as the gunman fired through the 
door. 
 

The other side of the story often gives us an insight 
into faithful, caring and courageous actions. I can’t 

help but think of the courage of Ukrainians in the 
face of powerful, murderous bullies. The scene of a 
priest celebrating Holy Communion in the ruins is a 

powerful image for me. A faithful people to be sure. 
 

Love one another, said Jesus, as I have loved you. 
Hymns often lead us right back to the basic teaching 
of Jesus, and a hymn by Bob Dufford S.J. says it all 

for me…. 
 
 

Love one another as I have loved you. 
Care for each other, I have cared for you. 

Bear each other′s burdens. Bind each other's wounds; 
And so you will know my return. 

 
My friends, do you know what I have done for you? 

I have washed your feet with my hands. 
If I, your Lord, have knelt at your feet, 

You should do at each other′s feet as I have done for you. 
 

Love one another as I have loved you. 
Care for each other, I have cared for you. 

Bear each other's burdens. Bind each other's wounds; 
And so you will know my return. 

When the world will hate you and revile you 
When they laugh at your care for the poor, 

When they hold you in darkness and imprison your tongues, 
Remember how they listened to me. 

Love one another as I have loved you. 
Care for each other, I have cared for you. 

Bear each other′s burdens. Bind each other′s wounds; 
And so you will know my return. 

 

 
Good deeds are energized by our faith.  
Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) lived out her 
faith with hands that cared for the dying. Her good 

works were evidence of her faith. I hope and pray 
that our ‘heartfelt reactions’ will lead us to a closer 

walk with God and a living faith. 
 
Peace, love and strength to you all. 
       Blessings, 

Rev’d. Colvin Ford  
 

Christ Church, Dungog.  
 

Christ Church Dungog has had a busy month at the 
Op Shop during May as open on the Election  
weekend and then open on the Saturday afternoon 
that the Picnic Train came to Dungog for 2.5 hours. 
We had Judy playing the organ as well to entertain 
them. There were people from Sydney and Gosford 
on the Train. The town was busy with the 300 that 
came.  
 
We held a successful Market Day on the 4th of June 
even after the rain on the Friday. We lost 10  
Stallholders due to sickness, Covid etc but it still went 
well. Our Next two markets are July 2nd and August 
6th. 
 
We begin our Contemporary Service on Sunday 12  
June at 5 pm in the hall and then on 26th June also. It 
will be held in the Hall at 51 Dowling Street, Dungog. 
This service will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
the month at 5 pm. 
Mother’s Union will be holding a fundraiser on  
Thursday 11th August at 2 pm in the hall at 51 
Dowling St. 
 
 

Enquiries phone 4992 1839.  
Margaret Flannery 

 

Clarence Town Op Shop and Treasure Centre.   
 

We are open every Wednesday from 8.30am to Noon.   
 
Well!  Winter has arrived and isn’t the wind chilly?  We have some 
lovely winter fashions to keep you warm, so come in and browse for a 
bargain.     

“Fill-a-Bag” Sale now on! 
 
Also for sale - 

• Used towels for cleaning: 

• Bundles of coat hangers:         

• Painting sheets: 

• Dog rugs – we need to keep them warm too. 

Gillian Finch 
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 Want a great return on investment? 

Speak with us for an obligation-free quote. 
Quality products with excellent warranties. 
Deal direct with the Designer and Installer. 

No salesmen or sub-contractors. 
Complete off-Grid for those rural blocks 

Finance packages available  

   
       

 
  
 
Clarence Town       
Clean Energy Council Accredited (AA5324934)         
Electrical Contractor’s Licence (315938C)    

         
 

Talk to your local Solar bloke 
   Phone Grant on 0434 986 557     

Installs: 
 Grid Connect Solar 
 Battery on-Grid Storage 
 Full off-Grid Solar 

OPENING HOURS  

Monday & Tuesday 9am - 5pm 
Wednesday 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Thursday & Friday 9am - 5pm 

Saturday 9am - 11.30am 

  28 Grey Street , Clarence Town 

 

We cater for all your pet, farm and equine medical and surgical needs. 

We offer an extensive mobile and farm service and 

24 hour emergency care. 
 

We offer an equine reproductive service, cattle pregnancy testing, bull fertility testing and tagging for sale.  

We also stock a large range of quality pet foods and accessories, natural health products, and a wide variety of parasite control products.    
 

Clarence Town on 4996 4441   
  to  discuss your  animals’ needs 

Dr Jasmin Klocker BVSc  and Associates 
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PAUL  CLARKE &  ASSOCIATES 
 

 

CONSULTING CIVIL &  

STRUCTURAL  

ENGINEERS 
 
 

 Residential,  Commercial 
 and Industrial Building Design 
 Road and Drainage Design 
 Footing Design and Inspections 

 

Ph.  4988 6111 
Fax:  4988 6707 

 

553 East Seaham Road,  
East Seaham.  2324 
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Around The District 
 

The Museum continues to be  
supported by the community via 
more BBQ’s, and constant  
visitors. There was even a new 
family to town who visited recently when the museum 
wasn’t open as such but the windy weather had  
necessitated a clean-up and the Museum looked open. 
Indeed it was: the front door had blown open for almost 24 
hours, but nothing was missing. We are an honest lot here 
in Claro! 
 

Mr Ford’s book about the history of Clarence Town and 
environs continues to be a best-seller. The amount of  
information it contains is extraordinary, particularly when 
we consider his research pre-dated electronic means and 
the Australian invention of the internet, or at least wifi. 
That new family to town bought a copy. Many of the items 
you can see in the Museum are from the late Mr Ford, and 
his family. He was a great supporter by word, by deed, by 
donation. 
 

The late Ian Lyall, also a Past President of the Association, 
was working on an update, so to speak, but died before its 
completion.  His knowledge was extensive and, in terms of 
my own connection to Clarence Town, established why 
there remains no burial sites for my ancestors at the 
cemetery. Only local knowledge could solve that puzzle. 
 

Sadly, the President has resigned. There will be elections 
in a few months, of course, as the financial year draws to 
a close and all memberships lapse, if not renewed within 
two months. Our Treasurer continues to persuade  
corporate sponsors to support the Museum. How does 
she do it?  I wonder if she once worked for the Tax  
Department! 
 

Chris O’Neill (Secretary)  
on behalf of The Museum committee 

Need a Venue for a party,   

wedding or function ? 

   

  
 

Why not hire the 
Hall? 

 
The Clarence Town School of Arts Hall in 

Grey Street has everything right in  
the heart of town. 

If you want to have your function at home, 
why not hire tables, chairs and anything 

else we can help you with. 

Phone Michael:  0420 757 656  

To get in touch our email is  

clarencetownmuseum@yahoo.com ,  

Our phone number is 0401 188 849,  

or you can reach us through Facebook. 

Council Report   
 
Why Portholes? 
There are many reasons why Dungog Council is 
unable to maintain its roads network to the  
satisfaction of the community, but incompetence is not one of 
them. Many of our sealed roads have exceeded their useful life 
of approx. 30 years and require excessive and uneconomic levels 
of maintenance.  
 
Accordingly, has a Roads Maintenance Strategy to optimize the 
expenditure of available funding. Extract: “Dungog Shire  
Council owns and maintains in excess of 700 km of public 
roads… Clearly it is not possible for Council to maintain all of 
this road network”. 
 
At the May ordinary meeting, in response to the ongoing wet 
conditions Council allocated $250,000 from the timber bridge 
maintenance budget (2021-22) to help address the growing list 
of road repairs and safety concerns until 30th June 2022.  
While this was absolutely necessary, filling portholes is an  
expensive operation. This funding could have resealed a 5km 
length of road to prevent potholes forming. The Dungog Shire 
2022-23 Budget includes $737,000 for resealing almost 14 KM 
of bitumen roads. The breakdown is 5KM Regional, 7KM local 
rural and 2KM of urban roads, which is less than 50% of what is 
required.  
 
We have 458 KM total length of sealed roads comprising 123 
KM Regional, local rural 293 KM and urban 42KM which 
should all be resealed at least twice during their useful life.  
Sadly, much of the network has deteriorated beyond the point 
where resealing is feasible.  
 
At a cost of about $1,500,000 per KM Council cannot afford to 
rehabilitate the sealed network in a timely manner so potholes 
are inevitable. The Commonwealth and State governments have 
provided millions in special grants and we are most grateful, but 
when all these newly built roads need to be resealed after 10 or 
12 years, the money will not be there and so they will deteriorate 
faster than they should. Special grants cannot be obtained for 
maintenance.  
 
Banfield Bridge. 
Tenders have been called for the replacement of this bridge with 
works scheduled to begin later this year. The new structure will 
be a bit higher but it will still flood at times.  
It is one of 23 timber bridges in Dungog Shire being replaced 
with a grant of $16.4 million under the NSW Government’s  
Fixing Country Bridges program. The cost of each bridge had to 
be quoted separately and if a final cost is less, we return the  
excess and if it’s more Council has to pay. It is unreasonable that 
we cannot transfer excess funds between projects.   
There is so much work around for contractors in NSW that  
prices are increasing. This also applies to roadworks and is  
compounded by materials shortages of gravel, lime and concrete 
pipes.  
 
Roadworks. 
Council has commenced Initial preparations for rehabilitation of 
Queen Street between Grey Street & Rifle Street, and Duke 
Street between Rifle Street & Durham Street. Total cost 
$1,141,050. 
 
Your Local B Ward Councillors 
Jessica Clark: 0421 451 716 jessica.clark@dungog.nsw.gov.au 
Steve low: 49964022 stevelow49@tpg.com.au 

about:blank
mailto:stevelow49@tpg.com.au
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       More Around The District 
 
 

From the Lion’s Den.  
 

At the markets in May there were over 25 stalls 

even though the ground was still very wet and there was a 

threat of rain.  We had many people come along and buy 

some wonderful home-made items, books and second-hand 
treasures and we had 4 plant stalls that did a roaring 

trade. If you have not been to the markets in a while, come 

and have a look. They are on the last Saturday of the Month 

in the Bowling Club Carpark. The more customers we get 
the more stalls that will come so please come and support 

the stall holders and keep the markets alive. You may be 

surprised what you will find. 
 

The Lions Club recently donated a Defibrillator to the  

Senior Citizens group so there is now another Defibrillator 
in town if needed. On the day of installation Sonja Medcalf 

was on hand to explain the way the equipment worked and 

everyone at the Senior Citizens was very pleased with the 

donation. For everyone who supports the Lions Club this is 
an example of where the money raised by us is spent to 

support the local community. 

 

The Lions Team recently assisted with the Biggest Morning 
Tea and also donated $500.00 to the wonderful cause. This 

is an amazing community event, and we are hoping to have 

our annual Pink Ribbon Morning Tea in October that we 

have been unable to hold for the last couple of years. Once 

we have more details we will advertise around town and on 
Facebook. It would be wonderful if the town could support 

this event to raise money for Breast Cancer research. 
 

Our Next raffle will be for Father’s Day so watch out for 

our team outside the IGA selling tickets and stop by for a 
chat. 
 

We are always looking for items to sell on our Market stall 

so if you would like to donate, please contact us through 

Facebook, on the phone number below or by speaking to 

one of our members. We will take most items that are in 
good repair except large items (due to storage and  

cartage) and clothing. 
 

If you would like to become part of the friendly Lions team, 

please contact us through Facebook or call Annette on 

0419964208 
Volunteers don’t necessarily have the TIME…they just have the HEART….  

Lion Annette 

New South Wales  

Rural Fire Service 
10 STEPS TO BECOMING A VOLUNTEER 

JOINING A RURAL FIRE BRIGADE 
STEP 1 
GET STARTED 
There are a surprising number of roles available. First, consider the 
kind of volunteer work you would like to do, and the time you can 
spare. You need to be a team player. It’s also a good idea to discuss 
your intention to volunteer with your family, and employer – their  
support can be crucial. 
Not everyone wants to go to a fire so some of your options would be 
Communications Brigade (manning the Radios) – Support Brigade, 
Catering Brigade – just ask, there will be something for you. 
 

Step 2 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL VOLUNTEER RURAL FIRE BRIGADE 
The next step is to contact your local rural fire brigade. The members 
of the brigade are all volunteers and can help you decide whether 
volunteering is right for you. If you’re not sure where the brigade is 
located, ask your nearest Fire Control Centre or email  
volunteer@rfs.nsw.gov.au.  
For anyone in the Dungog Shire your Control Centre can be  
contacted on 4015 0000. Anyone in the Clarence Town area can 
contact the CT Brigade 4996 4454 
 

STEP 3 
THE APPLICATION 
Complete the Volunteer Membership Application Form. If you are 
over 16 you will also be asked to complete a National Police  
Checking Service Consent Form and provide identification. The  
Brigade will point you in the right direction. 
 

STEP 4 
THE INTERVIEW 
You will be invited to attend an interview with the brigade you are 
seeking to join. The interview will cover the types of things you can 
expect as a volunteer, what your role in the brigade will involve and 
what the NSW RFS expects from its members. 
 

STEP 5 
PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP 
If both you and the brigade wish to proceed, your application will be 
sent to the District Manager for endorsement. At that point you  
become a “probationary member pending clearance” 
 

STEP 6 
CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD CHECK 
It is important for the NSW RFS to make an assessment about each 
applicant’s suitability for membership because our volunteers hold a 
position of trust within the community, so a criminal history check will 
be conducted after your application form is endorsed. Your privacy 
will be protected in this process. 
 

STEP 7 
COMMENCE INDUCTION 
While you wait for clearance, you can commence some activities with 
the brigade under supervision. During this time there are some  
restrictions on the types of activities you can participate in. 
 

STEP 8 
OUTCOME OF APPLICATION 
If your application for membership is successful, you will receive a 
letter containing your membership number. You can now participate 
in more activities as a volunteer member of your brigade. 
 

STEP 9 
TRAINING FOR YOUR ROLE 
The NSW RFS provides training opportunities to all members free of 
charge, giving you the knowledge and skills to work safely in your 
chosen role. Once trained, you will be provided with the appropriate 
clothing and equipment for your role. 
 

STEP 10 
ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 
You will remain a probationary member for a minimum of six months, 
and at the end of the probationary period your brigade will vote on 
whether to accept you as an ordinary member. 

 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

PREPARE, ACT, SURVIVE. 
Stay safe until next time, Di Bennett OAM 

Lower Hunter Zone Community Engagement Team 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/ for more information  

mailto:volunteer@rfs.nsw.gov.au
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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Clarence Town School of Arts News 
 

It was wonderful to see the Hall set up for the "Biggest Morning Tea " a few 
weeks ago! It certainly has been a long time between events. Attendance  
numbers were down due to covid, but those present had lots of fun, and almost 
$4,000 was raised! 
 
Thanks to all of the hard workers who co-ordinated this event, and everyone who donated goods, 
cooked yummy food, and, of course, spent lots of $$$$ on the day! 
Thanks to Scott for a great job as MC and Auctioneer! 
 
It seems that the Hall has become a wet weather alternative venue over the last few months. A 
Christening and several kids birthday parties have been celebrated. What a great place, with the 
playground just next door! 
 
Nourish playgroup is also back again. Every 2nd Monday. 
Details available on Dungog Shire website. 

Venessa McFarlane 
Secretary  

Clarence Town Tennis Club 
On Monday the 16th of May the tennis club held its AGM where all  
committee members were returned to the same positions.  
 
Last Thursday (23rd of June) our night competition finished up with team 
Dewey (Peter Horn, Andy de la Cerda, Leanne Welch and Kathryn  
Flannery) taken out the final.  
 
We have enjoyed some better weather and fun tennis activities with the 
kids for our Saturday morning Hot Shots.  It’s always fun to see the kids 
on the court enjoying each others company and playing some tennis.   
 
We will be breaking now for the School holidays with Hot Shots returning 
on Saturday the 16th of July. 
 
Names are now being taken for the Winter Night Competition starting on 

the week of the 18th of July. 
 

Call Brad Elloy   
0417 651 577 

JOIN US NOW! 
 

We are looking for new members to participate in fun and  
social activities!  

 

On Every Tuesday  
Morning Tea and Lunch provided 

 

Activities include Cooking, cards, bingo and craft just to name a few. 
 

For information please contact 
Coordinator Pam Penman - (02) 4995 6033 
Owen Giggins - 0409 603 995 
 

124 Prince Street Clarence Town  

Call us for help: 135 247 
 
What can I talk to you about? 
 
• Loss and bereavement 

• Illness – your own or someone you care for 

• Addiction or substance abuse 

• Thoughts of suicide 

J  & E   HAWLEY 
Funeral Directors 

You can find us at 

120 Dowling Street, Dungog.  2420 
or you can contact Lea on 

 

Phone - 4992 1572 
Fax -  4992 1858 A.H - 4992 1806 

Mob: 0400 921 806 

 

CLARENCE TOWN  

FIRST RESPONDERS (CFR) 
 

We are looking for new recruits .  

 

Our CFR team has been keeping busy with jobs as well as 

maintaining our skills through the monthly training led by 
our Paramedic trainers.  We have a new member currently 

undergoing the initial training course to hit the road with 

the team around August/September.  Its been great to 

have a couple more interested persons who want to also 
join our brigade and CFR team.  Building our team helps us 

to provide around the clock coverage to support our  

community.  Call me if you are interested in knowing more 

about the CFR (0417651577). 

Brad Elloy  

0417 651 577 
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 TUPPERWARE LOVERS! 
 

Prompt Delivery 
Book a Party 

Your Local Consultant 

 

LANA BATEY 
0438 027 182 

CHECK OUT MY FACEBOOK PAGE 

SHAW’S WILLIAMS RIVER BAKERY 
64 Grey Street, Clarence Town.    Phone 4996 4488 

ICECREAM COMING SOON! 
Fresh   Pies  -  Bread  -  Pastries 

Beautiful quiches and slices               

Everything freshly baked. 

Bread sliced thick or thin 
We will also cook large quantities for your catering needs  

LET US DO THE WORK FOR YOU! 

WEEK-DAY TRADING HOURS - 6am -2pm    

SORRY - CLOSED  ON  SUNDAYS 

GOODWIN’S  PLUMBING  
KARUAH 

18 years experience - Great Rates 

Lic. No. 204550C 

ABN; 17 323 389 4423 

Call Brett 0401 764 639 
brettplumber@hotmail.com 

Servicing ALL Areas 

Robyn Keller 
Religious Marriage Celebrant 

02 4996 4061    0400 033 873   

    robynak@aapt.net.au 
 

It is your wedding 

DRESSMAKER 
Specializing in Alterations 
 

DEBBIE 
0448 999 625 
Clarence Town.  2321 
 

PROMPT SERVICE 

 

Ron Finlayson - Carpenter 
 

General carpentry, repairs and maintenance. 

Prompt and reliable service.  

Reasonable rates. L/N 138857C 

 

PH: 4996 4208:   0418 208 843 
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1st CLARENCE TOWN 
SCOUTS 

  

We continue to meet every Tuesday evening during the school terms starting at 6pm.  At the moment 
our Joeys, Cubs and Scouts all meet the same night. 
Lots of fun activities for our youth members.  This is our last week (28th June) for this term and we 
hope everyone has a great school holidays.  We will start back for term three on Tuesday the 19th of 
July. 
Our group needs some energetic, caring and fun adult leaders to help with our scouts program.  If you 
are interested in being part of a great group, please get in touch with us.  All training is provided and 
you just need a police check and WWCC.   

New Members Welcome! 
Brad Elloy 

We meet on Tuesday nights  

between 6.00pm and 7:30pm  

during school terms.   

  

Scout Hall  

747 Glen William Road,  

Glen William.  

  

Joeys - 5 - 8 years old 
Cubs - 8 - 10 years old 

Scouts - 11-15 years old  
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News from Glen William Public School 
 
Term 2 is normally considered the wet term. Unfortunately this year the rain has not let up and  
cancellations and postponements are inevitable. Our staff are managing our physical education and 
sport programs to cater for the elements as best we can.  
 
This term our school reports will be finalised and sent home on Thursday 30th June. Conferences will 
be scheduled for early Term 3. 
 
GRIP Leadership Day :  Our Stage 3 students participated in a leadership day at Civic in Newcastle. 
This day teaches our students lots of skills in relation to leadership roles, integrity, ideas and teamwork. 
All values that align to life skills as we mature. It was a very insightful and motivating day, where students learned lots of new ideas 
and strategies to  
implement at Glen William PS as our school leaders. A great day was had by all.  
 
Tocal Excursion:  Our school visited Tocal Homestead .The students experienced life in the olden days, and learnt more about food 
production and what has and hasn’t changed across time. Highlights of our day include the hunt for food, making a meal and  
visiting the dairy. Thank you Miss Parr for your organisation of this wonderful day. 
 
STEM:  Glen William students participated in science activities with students from Mt Kanwary. The day focused on refraction,  
creating tornados in a glass bottle and maze creation. Also they participate in a Colour Run. A great day was had by all, including 
parents. A big thank to our P&C for catering our delicious lunch, well done!! 
 
Our students are enjoying breakfast club on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Our thanks go to FoodBank for their  
support of this initiative, and to our school leaders for their assistance in the delivery of this program. Studies have shown that  
students who have breakfast before school begins are better equipped to learn in the classroom. The new canteen is being well used 
for this purpose as well as providing an attractive and functional space for our canteen volunteers to provide lunches on Fridays.  
 
The students are enjoying their dance classes on Friday afternoon with Miss Libby immensely. All are participating with  
enthusiasm, and are improving each week as they become more familiar with the dance steps. We look forward to presenting this 
dance item during Education Week in Term 3. Watch this space. 
 
We are still taking Enrolments for 2022 & 2023.   Please contact the school office for an information pack, visit the school website to 
complete online enrolment. 

Glen William Public School 4996 5507   E-Mail  glenwillia-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au   

 
 

Clarence Town Public School  
 

 

 
 
From the Principal’s Desk  
 
With only two weeks remaining for the term, our calendar is looking very busy. Our soccer team has had an eventful start to their 
week. We are looking forward to hearing the results from the day. Today the final camp information will be sent home with our 
Stage 3 students. This will have departure times and a packing list for families to make arrangements across the holidays.  
 
Last week we had some students participate in PSSA events. Matilda represented Clarence Town and the Port Stephens zone at the 
regional cross-country carnival on Friday. She did very well, placing 26th in the 8/9-year age group, and is looking forward to  
bettering her result next year. 
 
Darcy represented our school at the Hunter Soccer trials. Darcy made it through to possible and probable’s and played really well all 
day, but unfortunately didn’t get selected for the final team. There were over 100 kids there and he got down to the last 20. A  
wonderful achievement. Congratulations Matilda and Darcy.  
 
Our Athletics Carnival organisation is well underway, thank you to our P&C for your assistance with canteen on the day. We hope 
that the weather holds off and our day will run without any interruptions. All families are invited to attend and share in our day.  
 
Stage 2 Reptile Park excursion is this Thursday. Thank you to the parents who volunteered to assist with this day. I am sure our 
Year 3 and 4 students are excited and are all looking forward to the day. Please ensure students arrive at school in time to ensure a 
swift departure for all.  
 
Congratulations to our students who received awards at our school assembly last week. It is wonderful to see our students achieving 
both inside and outside the classroom.  
 
At our last P&C meeting, it was discussed to only send a formal newsletter home fortnightly. This will start in Week 2 of Term 3. 
On the odd weeks a one-page notification of events and or updates will be sent home.  
 

Have a wonderful week  
Mrs Kristy Bultitude Relieving Principal 

about:blank
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Beautiful Dresses  
 

It can be quite expensive to buy a dress for a one-off  
occasion. 

 

Keeping the price affordable 
All dresses $30    

 

Formal, Semi Formal, Cocktail, Evening. 
 

I have a range of affordable, beautiful dresses.  
Some are new with tags still on. 

All are top brands and in excellent  
condition. Sizes are from 6 to 18.                                                           

Phone Sue Harper- 0447 800 698  
Email sueharper@y7mail.com  

or find me on Facebook 

  The Glen Oak Doll  Hospital  

* Valuations 

* Identifications 

* First Class Repairs                                           

* Enquiries & Advice 

   Buying & Selling of Antique & Vintage Dolls 

    Phone Lin today for all your doll repair needs       

Phone:   4996 3316  

YOGA “HEALTH IS WEALTH” 
Learn simple techniques to apply to your daily life 

*Improve your strength and flexibility 
*Keep Moving and Breathe 

 

* Nourish your Mind, Body, Spirit 
Yoga class - Thursdays  6pm 

Anglican Church Hall 

  Please call Maggie on 0467 325 034 

Dungog Tip Hours 

 

Monday, Thursday, Friday  8am - 5pm 

 

Tuesday and Wednesday CLOSED  

 

Saturday and Sunday 8am- 12noon  

 

 Phone 4992 1634 recycle center 

 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
Well seasoned split mixed hardwood firewood for sale, pickup 

only from Glen William Road Clarence Town.                         
$150 a cubic meter                                                                    
Phone 0429964052  
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HELP SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 
  

 WE HAVE YOU COVERED THIS WINTER SEASON WITH PLENTY OF AXES,  
SPLITTERS, FIREWOOD, KINDLING, HEATERS AND FIRE ACCESSORIES 

TO KEEP YOU WARM THIS WINTER 
 

DON’T FORGET WE ARE THE ELGAS AGENT FOR YOUR  
45KG HOUSE GAS BOTTLES! 

 
SODASTREAM IS IN STORE, SO THERE IS NO NEED TO TRAVEL TOO FAR 

TO SWAP YOUR CYLINDERS OVER 

 
 
 
 

NOW IN STORE 
 

 
 

PLEASE BE SURE TO ASK OUR STAFF TO HELP YOU OUT 
  

JOIN OUR REWARDS PROGRAM AND EARN POINTS ON EVERY PURCHASE 
(CONDITIONS APPLY) 

  
WHY SHOP ELSEWHERE WHEN THERE IS SO MUCH TO OFFER ON YOUR DOORSTEP? 

  

22 GREY STREET, CLARENCE TOWN 

PHONE: 4996 4555 
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Get Spruced 
 

Local painter servicing all Maitland, 
Clarence Town and Dungog areas 

    

 *  Interior and exterior painting 
     *  Water pressure cleaning 

     *  Solar panel cleaning 
         

Phone Greg - 0404 682 759 

          Web:  www.getspruced.com.au 

   SKT  PLASTERING 
 

 *New Constructions  *Renovations 

 *Shed Fit-outs    *Bathrooms 
 

SPECIALISING IN ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING INCLUDING PARTITION  

WALLS  AND SUSPENDED CEILINGS.   

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL. 

PHONE - SHANNON - 0414 605 981 

ABN - 43 961 803 107    
Lic..  168662C 

Sam Benson 
 0467 051 502 

samcreteco@gmail.com 
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 Going  on  Holidays? 

Can’t take your pet with you? 

Pet Accommodation        

Phone Sue on 4996 5528 

Dogs and Cats - $15.00 per day 

Sorry—we are CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY                        
and CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone Bryce 
0409 250 355 

4938 5441 
Email: t_giuffre@bigpond 
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

Local Church Contacts: 

ANGLICAN: Clarence Town Pastoral Ministry  
0491 007 193 

ROMAN CATHOLIC:    4992 1477 
PRESBYTERIAN:    Allan Welch - 4025 5638 
DUNGOG BAPTIST:     4992 2122 
DUNGOG UNITING:    Joy Shelton - 4992 1508 
 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES: 

ANGLICAN   
Clarence Town:  
Every Sunday   Holy Communion at 10.00am 
 

PRESBYTERIAN 
Clarence Town, 29 Marshall Street 
10am Every  Sunday  
Services held at Clarence Town public school hall 
Followed by morning tea at St David’s church  
opposite 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Clarence Town , Rifle Street:  
8am  Every Sunday 
 

UNITING CHURCH 

DUNGOG:  

Sunday 8.45am Youth Group, Bible Studies.  
 

BAPTIST CHURCH  
Dungog: 8 - 10 Mackay St. 10am  
Every Sunday including morning tea. 
 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
DUNGOG: 63 Brown St. : Saturday 10 - 11:15 am 
Sabbath School. 11:15am Church  Service. 
 

Sentinel Advertising:     

Samantha Zuber 

thesentinel2321@gmail.com 

Progress Association:  

David Hood 0402 258 087  

clarencetownprogress@gmail.com  

 

Health Services:     4931 2003 

Beyond Blue:    1300 224 636 

Lifeline:    13 11 14 

Samaritans:    1300 656 336   

Destiny Haven:    02 4996 5558  

AL-ANON:    02 4969 3889 
 

WIRES:   1300 094 737 

WILDLIFE RESCUE:    0418 628 483 

EMERGENCY (life threatening)   000 

POLICE ASSISTANCE LINE   131 444 

CRIME STOPPERS     1800 333 000 
 

PLEASE report ANY incident  no matter how 

small or insignificant it may seem. 

   Phone it in and ask for an  

“Incident Report Number” 

Please be vigilant.  You could save  

a life or someone’s property! 

Any information given is confidential 

Advertising Rate for Magazine 

Standard........$22.00      

1/4 page..........$45.00      

1/3 page….….$66.00      

1/2 page..........$95.00      

Full page........$180.00   

per issue (including GST)  

The Email Address For Magazine Contributions         

thesentinel2321@gmail.com  

Please contact us if you wish to pay annually 

A Final Thought 

 

'May you always have love 
to share - health to spare and 

friends that care'  

FIRE PERMITS           C/Town 4996 4454 

   Flat Tops – Brian Atkins - 0457 979 073 

CWA:       Carol Johnstone  0438213477  

LIONS CLUB:   Bill Pitkin    0448 428 087 

NEIGHBOURCARE BUS: 4992 3348 

C/TOWN SCOUTS:     Robyn Keller   4996 4061 

School of Arts Hall: Michael Duffy  - 0420 757 656 


